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Ahora bien^ dixo el CurOf iraedmef tenor huUped^ aguems 
libroSf que las quiero ver. Que me plaee^ retpondib elf y en* 
irandoy en tu aposento^ $acb dU una maletilla vieja cerrada 
con una cadenillOf y ahricndola^ haUb en eUa tre» Ubros grandet 
y unos papelet de muy huena htra etcritos de fitana.-i— Dok 
QuixoTBy Parte I. Capituto 33. 

It is mighty weDy said tbe priest; pray, landlord, bring me 
those books, for I have a mind to see them. With all my 
heart, answered the host; and, going to his chamber, he 
brought out a little old cloke-bag, with a padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took out three large volumes, and some 
maAuscript papers written in a j&ne characteri^WAavis's 
Translation. 
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CHAPTER t 


My bounds may a^ rin maaterles^ 
My hawks may flj^ frae tree to tree. 

My lord mi^ grip my vassal lands^ 
For there flgBiB mam I Defer ba f 

OidSaOuL . 

Vr £ left Morton, along with three com 
panions in captivity, travelling in the cus- 
tody of a small body of soldiers who form- 
ed the rear-guard of the column under the 
command of Claverhouse, and were im- 
mediately under the charge of Serjeant 
Bothwell. Their route lay towards the 
hiHs in which the insurgent presbyterians 
were reported to be in arms. They had 
not prosecuted their mar^h a quarter of a 
mile ere Claverhouse and EihMidale gallop* 


A 


4 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

ed past them, followed by their orderly- 
men, in order to take their proper places 
iix the column which preceded* them. No 
sooner were they past than Both well halt- 
ed the body which he commanded, and 
disencumbered Morton.of his irons. 

** King's blood must keep word," said 
the dragoon. ** I promised you should be 
civilly treated so far as rested with me. — 
Here, Corporal Inglis^ let this gentleman 
ride alongside of the other young fellow 
who is prisoner ; and you may permit them 
to converse together at their pleasure, un- 
der their breath, but take care they are 
guarded by two files with loaded carabines. 
If they attempt an escape, blow their brains 
out. — You cannot call that using you un- 
civilly," he continued, addressing himself 
to Morton, ** it's the rules of war, you 
know. — And, Inglis, couple up the. parson 
and the old woman, they are fittest com- 
pany for each other, d— n me ; a single file 
may guard them well enough. If they 
speak a word of cant or fanatical nonsense^ 
let them havje a strapping with a shoul- 
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dcr belt There's some hope of choking" 
a silenced parson ; if he is not allowed ta 
hold forth, his own treason will burst 
him/' 

Jfaving made this arrangement, Both-* 
weir placed himself at the head of the par* 
ty, and Inglis, with six dragoons, brought 
lip the rean The whole then set forward' 
at a trot, with the purpose of overtaking 
the main-body of the regiment. 
• Morton, overwhelmed with a complica- 
tion of feelings, was totally indifferent to 
the various arrangements made for his se^ 
cure custody, and even to the relief aflford- 
ed him by his release from the fetters. He 
experienced that blank and waste of the 
heart which follows the hurricane of pas- 
sion, and, no longer supported by the 
pride and conscious rectitude w^hich dicta- 
ted his answers to Claverhouse, he survey- 
ed with deep dejection the glades through 
which he travelled, each turning of which' 
had something to remind him of past hap^ 
piness and disappointed hope. The eml« 
nence which they now ascended" was that 
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from which he i»^ first ^^d Jas( tp.be^ 
bold the aacient 4o\rier wh«o approndi** 
iog*or itetiiing fran i(i and, it is iiieedleAs 
to add, that there he was wont to pause, 
ami gaze with a lover's delight an the liat* 
tlemeats^ which* risit^ at Ardistance Dut<^f 
the lofty wood, indicated the dwelling of 
heft whom he either hoped soqb tp meet 
or had recently parted .from. iMtincti vely 
he turned hjs head hack to take a J^st look 
of a scene formerly so 4^^t to hin)« atid 
x^o less instinctively he heaved a detp sigh. 
It was e^choed hy a loud groan &om his 
cprnpanipnia-misfortuDej whoa^eye$, m^ 
v^ perchimce^ hf similar reflections, had 
taken the same direction. This indication 
of sympathy, on the f^pt of the- captive, 
was uttereidin atone 9iore coarse thgn sen- 
timental; it waS| however, the e^tfpression 
of a grieved spirit, and so far oorfespond- 
efi with the sigh of Morton* In turning 
their faead^^ their eyes met, and Morton ne» 
cc^msed the stolid>c0untefiattee.of 'Guddie 
Headrigg, bearing a ruie&l ^cpresaioa, in 
which sorrow for his own lot inrlBis imxted 


wkh syio|«Ahjr far>Ae aitnetiDn of bis icom- 

'' Hegby sirs !" was tbe ex(>resstQii of 
the .oi-!f)cvattjt fl^ug^man of tbe Maias of 
Til&ctittlleiii ; ^' it^sjuumco thing tbat der 
eeat :io\\k Amdd he haded tbiofugh the 
Qounftry tbk gate^ m if Ibhey were a waiid's 

.^^ I am aoriy jiD see jxm h^re, Cuddk/' 
aaid Mootop^ iw^, ^vea an his own. disr 
taesa^ jiid (oot Joae Soeliiig for that of 

\ ^VAnd sac am I, Mr Hewy^" answered 
Cttddie, ^'baith for niysel<aiul you; bist 
niettber of our sorrowa will do nrackle 
gude ithat I can see« To be suret for me,'* 
Gontinuied .the captive agriculturist^ !»• 
Ueviagiiis heart by talking, though he .well 
knew it was to little purpose — '' to be 
sgj^f for my part, I b&e nae right to be 
laere ava', for I nev^er did nor aaid a wovd 
against either king^or curate ^ but my mo* 
theri puir body, couldqa baud tbe auld 
tongue o' her, and we maun baitb pay 
for% it's like.'* 


\ 
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^* Your mother is their prisoner like^ 
wise i^ said M orton, hardly knowing what: 
he said» 

*^ In troth is she, riding ahiat ye there 
like a i>ride v^i' that auld carle o' a mini« 
ster, that they ca' Gabriel Kettledrummle 
-^DeMl that he had been in the inside a£ 
a drum or a kettle either, for my share o' 
him ! Ye see, we were nae sooner chased 
out o* the doors o' Milnwood, and your 
uncle and the housekeeper banging t^em 
to and barring them' ahint us, as if we had 
had the plague on our bodies, than I, says 
to my mother^ What are we to do neist, 
for every hole and bore in thcf country, 
will be steekit against us, now that ye 
hae affronted my auld leddy, and gar't the 
troopers tak up young Milnwood ? Sae 
she says to me, Binna cast doun^ but. gird, 
yoursel up to the great task p' the day, 
and gi'e your testimony like, a man upoa 
the mount o\tbe Covenant/' . . 

** And so I suppose you went to a pou- 
yenticle }"[ said Morton. 

" Ye sail hear/' continued Cuddie.-— 


- Of. 


** Aweel, I kenn'd na miwkle better what 
to do, sae I e'^en ga'ed wi' her to an auld daft 
carlitte like hersel, and we gat some wa* 
ter-broo and bannocks, and mony a weary 
grace they said, and mony a psalm they 
sung, or they wad let me win to, for I was 
amabt famished wr' vexation. Aweel, they 
had me up in the grey o' the mornirig, 
and I behoved to whig awa' wV them, rea- 
son or nane, to a great gathering o* their 
folkat the Miry-si kes, and there this chield, 
Gabriel Kettledrum mle, was blasting awa' 
to them on the hill-side, about lifting up 
their testimony, nae doubt, and ganging 
down to the battle of Ramoth Gilead, or 
some sic place. £h, Mr Henry ! but the 
carle gae them a screed o' doctrine ! Ye 
might hae heard him a mile down- the 
wind — ^He routed like a cow in a fremd 

I 

loaning.— Weel, thinks I, there s nae place 
in this country they ca' Roman Gilead — it 
will be some gate in the west moorlands; 
ari^ or we wiii there Til see to slip awa' wi' 
this mother o' mine, for I winna rin "my 
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neck, into a tetber for ony iKettled^umnile 
in the country side.— ^Aw^el,'' continued 
Cuddti9| relieving himself by detailing. his 
misfortunes, witbocitbeing^orripurloirs con- 
cerning the degree of ^attention which his 
companion bettOwed <m*his narrative, ^\j\xat 
as I was wearying !lfor -the tai^o^1fbe ^nsacb- 
ing, cam word that the dtagoons W!iete ap- 
on us — Somie ran, and some Ported ^stand. 
and some cried 'down wi' the l^hilistines-*^ 
I was at Hiy mother to get her ^awa' stkig 
and ling or the red^coats xiam lup, hxst t 
might as wikel hae tried to dtivc ouriauld 
fore*a^hand ox without the rgoad^^^e'il a 
step wad she budge.^Weel, after ;a*, ' the 
cleugh we were in was strait/ and )tbe 
mist cam thick, and there wasgmie hope 
the dragoons wad hae missed ^ns if ^we 
could hae held our ain toc^es ; bnt, -as if 
auld Kettledrummle himsel hadna made 
din4tneiich to waken the very d«ad, itbcy 
behoved a' to skirl up a psalm that ye wad 
hae heard as far as Lanrick !*--Aweel, .to 
mak a lang tale short, up cam n^ yoiuig 
Lord Evandale, sketpj^g as fast as his 


OLD 'MORTALITY. 1 1 

horse Qould trot, aad twenty red-^^ts at 
bk back. T wa. ^or ^thi ee * cbields. w^d mu4» 
^kt; ¥fV 1 the pistol -and the .whinger m 
thetae ihaod, and the Qible in the tjother, 
aiid th^ got their oro4Pns weel doirred j 
but there ^was aae ^muckle akaith dune* 
for ^£ vandale aye «iied to scatter uf, . but 
to 'Spare life;'* 
)^^l|ind did you not resist?*' said Mortoiii 

« 

i^bo probably feUi that, 4it thafmomeoty 
he himself would have • encountered iLQrd 
E^niUle on fnuch slighter grpunds. 

^' Na|^truly,^ans^NKered Cuddle, ^'JJceepit 
aye 'before the auld woman^ and cried .for 
fliercy to life and limb ; but twa o*>the xed^ 
eoats cam up, and ane o* them ^ was gaun to 
strike my mother wi* the side o* ibis broad-» 
sword— So I gat uplby kebbie at themi 
andsaid I wad gi'e them as gnde*. Weel, 
they turned on me, and clinked M me- wi4;h 
their swordsy and I^rj*d my hand keep my 
head as weel. as I .could till Lord jE^vani 
dale cam u«p, and then I cried out I was a 
servant at Tillietudlem"-*ye ken yonrsel he 
iffi^as aye judged to hae a look after the 
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young leddy—and he bade me fling dc^n 
my kent, and sae me and my mother yields 
ed oursels prisoners.^rm thinking WQ wad 
hae been letten slip awa', but Kettledrum*' 
snle was ta'en near us, for Andrew Wil» 
son's naig that he was riding on had been 
jt dragooner Ian g^ syne, and the sairer Keto 
tledrummle spurred to win awa', the rea^^ 
dier the dour beast ran to the dragoons 
when he saw them draw up.— Aweel, when^ 
my mother and him forgathered, thejr set 
till the sodgers, and I think they gae 
them their kale through the reek ! £as* 
tards o' the whore of Babylon was the best 
word? in their wame. Sae then the kiln 
Was in a bleeze again, and they brought us 
a' three on wi' them to mak us an exam* 
pk, as they ca't." • 
, *' It 13 mo&t infamous and intolerable 
oppression/' said Mortoui half speaking to 
himself; ^* here is a poor peaceable felloWi. 
whose only motive for joining the conven* 
tide wa^ a sense, of filial, piety, and he ia 
chained up hke a thief or murdcirer,. and 
likely to die the death of one^ but withoMt 
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the privilege of a formal trial, which our 
law indulges to the worst malefactor ! 
Even towitnesa such tyrannyi and still 
more to suffer under it^ is enough to make 
the blood of the tamest slave boil within 

^' To be sure/' said Cuddie, hearing and 
I^Ttly understanding what had broken 
from Morton in resentment of his injuries, 
^^ it is no right to speak evil o' dignities— « 
my auld leddy ayie said that, as nae doubt 
she had a good right to do, being in a place 
o' dignity hersel ; and troth I listened to 
her very patiently, for she aye ordered a 
dram^ or a sowp kale, or something to us,, 
after she had gi'en us a hearing on our du« 
ties» ^t de'il a dram, or kale, or ony 
thing else — no sae muckle as a cup o' cauld 
water do thae lords at Edinburgh gie us ; 
and yet they are heading- and hanging 
atnang us, and* trailing us after thae black* 
guard troopers, and taking our goods and 
gear a^ if we were outlaws. I canna say I 
tak it kind at their hands*" 
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'^ it )Wouldibe veiy vstntnge^if^jiott 4id/* 
answ^ered Mortoa^ \Mh Mppi^Md.eme- 
flail. 

^' And iwrhat I lijceiwaratto'itf';" •cotiti^ 
iiu€d /poor Cuddle^ ^'is thae ittwitriiig red- 
coats coming amang the lassies and taking 
ama' lour joies. )I --bad a sair iieai^t <o^ my 
ain-iwhen I passed thie Maias down at'^tti 
]ietudlam thia unomtag about tpamttdi-H 
timei jaoid >saw itfca areak oatma^^ out ait «ny 
atnikMn^eady^aud kenned the^e^ was 4ome 
ikhfffl body ithan my ^auld iiiitber,:«f ttil^g 4iy 
1iieiiiigk«side. 'Butl'thidk my heart was 
e^en^ sainer 'wben I saw tbaft^heUip^ trodp- 
Wi^Tam ^Halliday, kisying J^ny iDenniaon 
ftfore pnyfsLoe. X wonder women can^ liae tbe- 
ivpudance to do sie^tbiDgs ; >but'Uieyare 
a'ifiM* the ped*aoats« Whiles I 'hae^bcyi^bt 
Q'<beiag a trooper -m^^d/ when I^thou^t 
xiaething eUe wad 'gae doun wi' Jenn^*-^ 
and ^yet ril no blame iier ower^hiuekle nei« 
t&er,cfor maybe it< was a' for ^my 8ake>that. 
shi; loot Tarn touaU her tap-knots (bat 
gate." 


\ 

\ 


I 

toriiefmm>fBom ^^tehiiig ^cilKe >iatenat >in a 
story .wiiicb sMBwd to bear a atngulw eo- 
iftciickiioe witb his imtt. 

''£'en!Ott, jd])lnflrood/'<raplmd Quddie; 
'f)£)r the ^ir iqitotn ^at Imre ^to cone 
Bear oieiwrF iqioukiog ithe^ laon^^ur^i^d^^n 
him, that I suld say sae) and sae she bade 
lat'QsAafmAi ahdiillie<wiaitted to afeip Pi- 
lfer 9iiJbDrmy!iuind^-Hj?fie'wa9ianti^^ t^ • 
taetfaar(f36'4i0r'&e)iaid ikcmntttb, ^fiir site 
WMTod (thetlbiBfiT imtftcm pinners And ipcai> 
liogs ( to jgang it» >6M i»b labeot yon dA(]r mt* 
t^rimpiBJEiy.*' 

^^ Andt^id <you tajoe dt, TCuddief ** ^atd^ 
MorkeD. 

-^^TriorliiididiLaa) Milnwood; I>m» ate< 
dLi&jAe)M ti>;ftag*it7bapk^O':b»»^aiydu»rJbi 
M/flia:awei}^it)tocbe behadctenrto^faeri^wlifii 
I had seen that loon sla:\^ring)a&d)ki8sing 
at'iher. iBdt I mMr^ great /j6ule for iiny 
pains; it<wadibae dutte my.inotberiandcne' 
seoQse gud£,:airdj»he'll4varJe^l; a'^cnii dftuds md 
nonsense/' 
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' There was here a deep and long pause. 
Caddie was probably engaged in regretting^ 
the rejection of his mistress's bounty, and 
Henry Morton in considering from what 
motives/ or upon what conditions, Miss 
Bellenden had succeeded in procuring the 
interference of Lord Evandale in his. fa» 
vour. 

** Was it not possible/' suggested his 
awakening hopes, *' that he had construed 
her influence over Lord Evandale bastHy 
and unjustly ? Ought he to censure her se*» 
verely, if^ submitting to dissimulation for 
his sake, she had permitted the young 
liobleman to entertain hopes which she 
had no intention to realize ? Or what if she 
had appealed to the generosity which Lord 
Evandale was supposed to possess, and had 
engaged his honour to protect the person^ 
of a favoured rival ?** 

Still, however, the words which he haA 
overheard recurred ever and anon to his 
remenibrance,. with a pang which resem- 
bled the sting of an adder». 
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*^ Nothing that she could refuse nim !-«* 
was it possible to make a more unlimited' 
declaratian of predilection ? The language 
of affection has not, within the limits of 
maidenly delicacy, a stronger expression. 
She is lost to me wholly, and for ever ; and' 
nothing remains for me now, but vengeance 
for my own wrongs, and for those which' 
are hourly inflicted on my country.'' . v - 
' . Apparently, Cuddici though with lesr 
refinement, was ^ following out a similar 
train of ideas ; for he sucidenly asked Mdr^ 
tOHi in a low whisper, — " Wad there be 
ony ill in getting out o' thae chields' hands^ 
an' ane could compass it ?'' 
'- *^ None in the world, "^ said Morton;' 
^' and if an opportunity occurs of doing 
so, depend on it I for one will not let it 
5lip;V 

" I'm blythe to hear ye say sae," an- 
swered Cuddie* ^^ I am but a puir silly 
fallow, hut I canna think there wad be 
muckle ill in breaking out by strength o' 
hand, if ye could mak it ony thing fea«« 


«U«. I MB |j»< M lUM/t will «e'|H- IImt 'to 
Iftj Mi, If t$«r«re <imBit *» t^t; luxt fM 

^bartered ri^bt^ as « ivessmUi #p4 I iMi 
dfetemiiws^l wtil oat .be wyMstly .ilmggsd 
to a jail^ ^r jiarhaj^ agttib^ity tf I csaa j>Qftr 
attdgr oiaieedEny escape >ifDim jbht»aem«»i ^U 
thereby addnees or ^force/' 

: ^ W«d, :tfaflt'^ Jtlit JB)|^ .mud itOAi ii|f0 

sut^pQaing me faaea ^uiiibli^ Pf^pprituoity p! 
breakiag 1mi#« ^But i^b^a lyi^ ;^f^»k a' la. 
chartGE:; now these ^»$ rihin^^faftt ojlly 
beJaog^tb Ihe like p* yi>u, tbat:arei>:g^ii^le- 
man, a&d it loigbt {Ha ibear mp throjugby 
tfaat.am jbujt a hmbandiuan." 

'^The charter that I speak of/' said ftlDir* 
toi^ '^ 13^ CQruim>a tp the jn^meat Scotch- 
man. It is thadt fireedom fcomatxip^^s laod 
bodidage wbi0h was daisied,, a^ you ,m«y 
reaii ia Sicriptttfe> by the 4fpq$tl« .Pj^I 
hiasself^ia&d wIuqIi oYJC^y 4aaii who is,&^- 
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bun m csAM mtpoii to dsfeiMU dbrliisiowa 
3A(ke -and tjiatt of 'his tcouatrytnen." 

'' Hegb, ski r rapKed Caddie^ ^' rt wmI 
hfte been kng jor my Ltddy Mavgaret, Mr 
jBy.mithfflr Esther, mad bae found eut Jic a 
wiaelHse tloctome in the Bible 1 Theteae 
uras aj^e graatDg iStbont givdog tribii«e to 
Csstar, and the litlier ia at 4aft wi' her 
whaggery. I hae betaickan apottti juat-vi^ 
listening to twa blethering auld wives;, 
but if I coirld get a gentteman tliat wad let 
me talc .on to be diis aervamt, I ^m eonii> 
den:t I wad be a ^cteaa contrary iorcatuM ; 
andi hopeyomr honoia^ WitU think on udist 
I^ saying; if ^e iwereanoe fairly deU*^ 
vered -out o' this ifaoiase erf* bondage, and 
just tak me to Jbe ydur ain wally<-de 
sbamle." 

^* My valets Caddie ?**answered Morton, 
^^ aks ! that -w^ould be aorry pxefennen^ 
eiren if we were at liberty^" 

^* I ken what y«Ve tfaittking««4hat be* 
oause I am landward bred, I vad be iirii^«» 
img yc to disgrace aforse folk ; but ye maim 
kanl'migay gkg at tfa€ uptak ; there was 
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severon}' tiling dune "WV hand but I learn*' 
ed gay readily, 'septing reading/ writings 
and cyphering; but there's no the like o' 
mt at the fit-ba\ and I can play wi' the 
broadsword as weel as Corporal Inglfs 
there. I hae broken his head or now, for 
as massy as he^s riding ahint us. — And then 
ye'U no be gaun to stay in his country?" 
*--said he^ stopping and interrupting him*^ 
selfc : . 

^* Probably not,'* replied Morton. 

** Weel, I care na a boddle# Ye see I 
wad get my mither bestowed wi' her auld 
granmg tittie, auntie Meg, in the Gallow« 
gate o' Glasgowi and then I trust they 
wad neither burn her for a witch, or let 
her fail for fau't.o* food, or hang her up 
for an auld whig wife ; for the provost, they 
say, is very regardful p* sic puir bodies. 
And then you and I wad gang and.pouss' 
our fortunes, like the folk T the daft auld 
tales about Jock the Giant killer and Va- 
lentine and Orson ; and we wad come 
back to merry Scotland, as the sang says» 
and I wad tak to the stilts again, and turn 


SIC furs on the bonnie rigs o' Milnwood 
holmsy that it wad be worth a piat but ta 
look at them." 

" I fear,** said Morton, "there is yery 
little chance, my good friend Cuddie, of 
Qur getting back to your old occupation.'' 

" Hout, sir — hout, sir/* replied Cuddie, 
'' it's aye gude to keep up a hardy heart**— 
as broken a ship^s come to land. — Bu^ 
what's that I hear ? — never stir, if my auld 
mither is na at the preaching again ! I ken 
the sough o' her texts, that sound just like 
the wind hlawing through the spence ; and 
there's Kettledtummle setting to wark, 
too — ^Lord's sake, if the sodgers anes get 
angry, they'll murder them baith, and us 
for company P . 

Their farther conversation was in fact 
interrupted by a blatant noise which arose 
behind them, in which the voice of the 
preacher emitted, in unison with that of 
the old woman, tones like the grumble of a 
bassQon combined with the screaking of a 
cracked fiddle. At first, the aged pair of 
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Mffetit^ had Been cotttentcd to condolt 
tril^r ea:eh\ofher m sftfotficrtred expressiotrs 
of complaint and indignation ; Imt the 
laise of their injuiies- beeatne mote pun- 
g^(>tty afigmvated aar ^ey conratunicated 
wifheacbeth^r, atrf tbeyliwaiiWfat!^^ 
imatrte to sftrppress tbefr ire. 

*• Wo^ woe, md a tbreefbl^l woe unto 
yo«, ye Woody and viofcnt persecoftorfir !** 
exdaimed the Rererend Gabnd' Kettle* 

< * ^ 

drammle— ^* Wo^ and fhreefoid iroeunto 
yt>i!iy evett to the breaking of seats^ the 
Mowing of trumpets, andtbe pourrng forth 
efviabr 

" Ay*— ay — a bfacfk cast to a* their i!f- 
fk*ar*d face*, and th'e oul^ide o^ the loof to 
them at the last day," echoed the shrill 
counter^enoir of Manse; failing in tike the 
second part of a catdi. 

** I tell you,'' ctmtinued the divine, 
" that your rankingsr apd your ridrngs— 
your tteighingtt auct-your prancings — your 
hibody, barbanmSy and inhuman cruelties 



*^your benumbing, deadening, and dc-^ 
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may uofmAmntY^ r t$ 


haenti^irtg tUd <A)KMkM«tt of poor 

tme^hyimh^ SfMA^diliniiig' add ittf-c^mf> 
Wi^ai^iy, hme fis€ftt' fmM cavtli^ Uf Mt^ 
veu\^ a feiiV aikl llMiMOs oatcry tf |ifvu 
jj^ for hAHtnitig the wtkth to laime**^'-^ 
Imgbf litig6r bis^r 

"* And I iay/^ csriied Mautfi^ iti fherame 
tiriM^ tttht^ Marfy^ a( the tamA tnn^ *^ tftot 
H^^^ tlliB^ atild b^atli d' mine; atkl it*i lalr 
ttf^li di^^tt i»i^ «b« a^thto^tien anil tliit 
teugfc trot?^^--**- 

"^I^e^il gill Oie^r trad gaHbp,^ saki C«d^ 
ik, ^ wad it birt gar bet ha«id her fmgue P 

^^ Wi' tM^ aifld and b*ief bjreath,'* ciwif* 
tifiiitfl MaMe^ ''will I Mstltfy agaiuM ^ 
Ba^k&litimgd, d«feeti6ifiii de&leatioas^ and 
decliniDgs of tfc« lafidi-^^idtiflW tlie gtie* 
tHAtts afifd Che <iaua«» ct Df rttth^" 

'•'Peaee, I pr ^y ffhtCM-Peace, good tirrnian;'^ 
said the preacfbef, who^had jui»t recotered 
fi^Mfi a vioietit fit of edugbtng, and' fDtiiid 
hh oi^n afiatbetti^ bortife down by Mauae^s 
better wind, ^ peaee, and take iiot the 
ttriMd ottt o£ themcmth of aacyvaiH eif the 


24 TALES OF Jir LANBL0R2>« 

altar. — I say, I uplift my voice and tell ye, 
Jthat before the play is played out— ay, be- 
fore this very sun gaes down, ye sail learn 
ibat neither a desperate Judas, like your 
prelate Sharpe that-s gone to his place; 
nor a sanctuary-breaking Holofernes, like 
bloody-minded Claverhouse; nor an am* 
bitious Dicftrephes, like the lad E vandale ; 
nor a covetous and warld-following De- 
mas, iike him tbey ca' Serjeant Bothwelli 
that makes every wife's plack and her 
meal*ark his ain ; neither your carabines, 
nor your pistols, nor your broadswords, 
nor your horses, nor your saddles, bridles^ 
Barcingles, nose-bags, nor martingales, shall 
resist the arrows that are whetted and the 
bow that is bent against you/' 

*' That shall they never, I trow,'* echo- 
ed Mause; ^^ castaways are they ilk ane o* 
them— besoms of destruction, fit only to be 
flung^ into the fire when they have sweepit 
the filth out o' the Temple — whips of 
small cords, knotted for the chastisement 
of those wha like their warldly gudes and 
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gear better than > tbe Cross or the Cove- 
nant^ but when that wark's done, pnly meet 
to mak latchets to the de'il's brogues/^ 

^^Fiendhaeme/' said Cuddie, addressing 
himself to Morton, ^* if I dinna think our 
mither preaches as weel as the minister !— 
fiut it's a sair pity o' his hoast, for it aye 
comes on just when he's at tbe best o't, 
and that lang routing he made air this 
morning is sair again him too — De'il an I 
care if he wad roar her dumb, and than he 
wad hae't a' to answer for himsel— It's 
lucky tbe road's rough, and the troopers 
are no taking muckle tent to what they 
say wi^ the rattling o' the horses feet ; but 
an' we were anes on saft grund, well hear 
news o' a' this/* 

Cuddie*s conjectures were but too true. 
The words of the prisoners had not been 
much' attended to while drowned by the 
clang of the horses hoofs on a rough jand 
stony road i but tb^y now entered upon the 
moorland, where the testimony of the twp^ 
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zealous captives lacked this saving accom^ 
patiimenb . And^ accordingly^ no sooner 
liad their steeds begun to tread heath and 
green sward, and Gabriel Kettledrununle 
had again raised his voice with, ''Also I 
uplift my song like that of a pelican inr 
the wilderness"-^ — - 

'/ And I mine/' had issued from Mause, 
" like a sparrow on the house-tops" 

When, " Hollo, ho !'* cried the corporal 
from the rear ; '^ rein up your tongues, Che 
devil blister them, or Fll clap a martingale 
on them." 

'^ I will not peace at the commands of 
the profane,'^ said Gabriel. 

" Nor I neither," said Mause, ** for the 
bidding of no earthly potsherd, though it 
be painted as red as a brick of the Tower 
of Babel, and ca' itsel a corporal/' 

" Halliday,** cried the corporal, " bast 
•got never a gag about thee, man? — Wc 
must stop their mouths before they talk us 
all dead." 

Ere any answer could be madcj or any 


measure taken in consequence of the cor- 
poraKs motion^ a dragoon gallopped to» 
wards Serjeant Rothwell} who was conai* 
derably a-head of the party he commanded. 
On hearing the orders which he brought. 
Both well instantly Tode hack to the head 
of his party, ordered them to close their 
files, to mend their pace, and to move with 
silence and precaution, as they would soon 
he in presence x^f the enemy« 
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CHAPTER II. 

Qttanf tttn in nobis, we've thought good 
To save the expence of Christian blood, 
Jknd try if we, by mediatioD, 
Of treaty, and aooommodatioDy 
Can end the quarrel, and compose 
This bloody duel without blows. 

BOTLSR. 

The increased pace of the party of horse- 
men soon took away from their zealous 
captives the breath, if not the inclination, 
necessary for holding forth. They had 
now for more than a mile got free of the 
woodlands^ whose broken glades had, for 
some time, accompanied them after they 
had left the woods of Tillietudlem. A few 
birches and oaks still feathered the narrow 
ravines, or occupied in dwarf clusters the 
hollow plains of the moon But these were 
gradually disappearing; and a wide and 
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waste country lay hefott thetn, swelling in* 
to hills of dark heath, intersfected by de6p 
gullies ; being the passages by which tor- 
rents forced their course in winter, and, dtt^i 
ring sumniei', the di^proportioned channels 
for diminutive rivulets that winded thetr 
puny way among heaps of stoneaf and gra- 
vel, the ejects and tokens of their winter 
fury, like so itiany spendthrifts dwindled 
down. by the consequences of former cx- 
Cej^ses and entravagnnce* This deflate 
.r^iqn seemed f o ^tend farther titan the 
eye could r^adl, • wi'thpiit grandeuiv with* 
out eVeii the dignity of mountain v^ild^ 
nesfii, yet striking, from^ (hiB huge propdr- 
tion which it s€ietned to bear to such mOre 
favoured spots of the country as were 
adapted to cultivation and fitted for tlie 
support of man ; and thereby impressing ir- 
resistibly the mind of the spectator with a 
sense of the omnipotence of nature, and 
the comparative inefficacy of the boasted 
means of amelioration which man is capa- 
'ble of opposing to the disadvantages of 
climate and soil 
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It is a remarkable effect of ^ucb exten- 
sive waste«^ that they impose an idda of so- 
litude even upon those who travel through 
them* in considerable numbers ; so much is 
the imagination affected by the dispropbr- 
tion between the desert around and the 
party who are traversing it. Thus the 
members of a caravan of a thousand souls 
may feel, in the deserts of Africa or Arabia, 
a sense of loneliness unknowi^ to the in- 
dividual traveller^ whose solitary course is 
through a thriving and cultivated country. 

It was not, therefore, without a peculiar 
feeling of emotion, that Morton beheld, at 
the distance of about half a mile, the body 
of the cavalry to which his escort belong- 
ed, creeping up a steep and winding path 
which ascended from the more level moor 
into the hills. Their numbers, which ap- 
peared formidable when they crowded 
through narrow roads, and seemed multi- 
plied by appearing partially, and at dtffe« 
rent points, among the trees, were nowap- 
parently diminished by being exposed at 
once to view, and in a lundscape whose ex* 
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tent bore such imcDense proportion to the 
column of horses and men, that» shewing 
more like. a drove of black cattle than a 
body, of soldiers, crawled slowly along the 
face of the hill, their force and their Lum- 
bers seeming trifling and contemptible. 

^* Surely/' said Morton to himself, ^* a 
handful of resolute men may defend any 
defile in these mountains against such a 
/imall force as this is, providing that their 
bravry i s equal to their enthusiasm." 

While he made the^e reflections^ the 
rapid movement of the horsemen who 
guarded him soon traversed the space 
which divided them from their compa- 
nions ; and ere the front of Claverhouse's 
column had gained the brow of the hill 
which they had been seen ascending, 
Bothwell> with his rear-guard and prison«^ 
ers, had united himjself, or nearly so» with 
the main, body led by his compiander. 
The extreme difficulty of the road, which 
was in some places steep,, and in others 
boggy, retarded the progress of the column, 
especially in the rear j for the passage of 
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the main body, in many instances, potched 
up the swamps through which they passed^ 
and rendered them so deep, that the last of 
their followers were forced to leave the 
beaten path, and find safer passage where 
they could. 

On these occasions, the distresses of the 
Reverend Gabriel Kettledrmnmle and of 
Mause Headrigg were considerably aug«^ 
mented, as the brutal troopers, by whom 
they were guarded, compelled them, at all 
risks which such inexperienced riders 
were likely to incur, to leap their borsel 
over drains and gullies, or to push them 
through morasses and swamps. 

" Through the help of the Lord I have 
leaped over a wall,'^ exclaimed poor Mause, 
as her horse was, by her rude attendants, 
brought up to leap the turf inclosure of a 
deserted fold, in which feat her curch flew 
off, leaving her grey hairs uncovered. 

^' I am sunk in deep mire where there 
is no standing — I am come into deep wa- 
ters where the floods overflow me," ex- 
claimed Kettledrummle, as the charger on 
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stfliich he was mounted plunged op to the 
saddle-girths in a well-head^ as they call 
4ihe springa which supply the marsfaesi the 
^able streams heneajth ispouting over the 
face and person of the captive preacher. 

These excla'mations excited shouts of 
daughter among their military attendants ; 
:but eyelets soon occurred which rendered 
them all sufficiently serious. 

The- leading files of the regiment had 

!nearly attained the brow of the steep hill 

we have mentfODed. when two or three 

.horsemen,, speedily dis<iovered to be. a .part 

of their own advanced^gtiard, who had -act- 

ed as patrole, appeared returning at full 

gallop, thiiir horses much bloWn, and the 

men apparently in a disordered flight. 

They* were foUdwcfd upon the spiir by five 

or six riders/ well-armed with sword acfd 

pistol, who halted upon the top of thi hill, 

on observing the approach of the Life 

Guards. : One or two who had carabines 

dismounted >.and^ taking a leisurely and de- 

: liberate aim at the foremost rarrk of the 

B2. 
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regitneQt, discharged their pieces, by wHicli 
two trobpeFB were Wc^nded, one scvereJyi 
'She;y then moufated their horses, and disr 
appeared over the ridge of the bill/ re^ 
treating with 86 much coolness^as evident^ 
ly shewed, thatj on the one hand, they were 
undismayed by the approach of so consi- 
derable a force as was moving against 
them, and conscious^ on the other, thatth^ 
were supported by numbers sufficient for 
their protection. This incident occasioned 
a halt through the whole body of cavalry ; 
and while Glaverhbuse himself received 
the report of his advanced-guard, which 
had been thus driven back upon the main 
. body, Lprd Evandale advanced to the top 
of the ridge over which the enemies horse- 
men had retired, and Major Allan, Cornet 
Grahame, and the other officers, employ- 
ed themselves in extricating the regiment 
from the broken ground, and drawing them 
4 up upon the side of the hill in two.lines, 
the one to support the other. 
The. word was then given to advance; 
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and in a ^^^ niioutes the first line- stood 
on th^ brow and commanded the p^-ospect 
on the other side. , The second line closed 
upon theni| and also the rearrguard with 
the prisoners ; so that Morton and his com- 
panions in captivity could^ in like manner, 
,see the form of opposition which was now 
offered to the further p^'ogress of their 
captors. 

The brow of the hill, on which the royal 
Life Guards were now drawn up, sloped 
downwards (on the side opposite to that 
which they had ascended) with a gentle 
declivity, for m6re than a quarter of a mile, 
.and presented grouiid, which, tfaou|Hb un- 
, equal in some places, was not altc^tlitcr 
unfavourable for the manoeuvres of c|>ftl- 
ry, until nigh the bottom, when the slope 
terminated in a marshy level, traversed 
through its whole length by what seemed 
either a natural gulley, or a deep artificial 
drain, the sides of which were broken by 
springs, trenches filled with water, out of 
which peats and turfs had been dug, and • 
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here and there by some straggling thick^tls 
of alders which loved the moisture so well, 
that they continued to live as bushes, al- 
though too much dwarfed by the sour soil 
and the stagnant bog-water to ascend info 
^trees. Beyond this ditch, or gulley, the 
ground arose into a second htfathy sw'eH, 
or rather hill, near to the foot of which, 
and as if with the purpose of defending the 
broken ground and ditch which Covered 
their front, the body of insurgents appear- 
ed to be drawn up with the purpose of abi- 
ding battle. V 

Their infantry was divided into tbt^e 
lines. The first, tolerably provided with 
fire-arms, were advanced almost' close to 
the verge of the bog, so that their fire 
must necessarily annoy the royal cavalry 
as they descended the opposite hilU the 
whole front of which was exposed, and 
^ould probably be yet more fata* if th^y 
attempted to cross the morass. Behind 
this first line was a body of pikemen, de- 
signed foe their support in case . the dra- 
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^oons sboiild force the passage of the 
marsh. In their rear was the third lioei con- 

listing of countrymen armed wilh scythes 

;set sUaight on the poles, bay ^forks, ftpitfi 

'dubs, goads, fish-9pear«,. and such oth<r 
rostic impleinents as hasty resentqfient liad 

'Convertedfinto: instrumenUi of Wan. Qn 

.eaich' flank of the infantry^ biit a little 
backward from the bog^ as if Xo allow 

-themaelves dry and. sound gtoiind whe^^- 
on to act in case thbir enemies should 
fowe the pass*, there Was drawn up a 
small body of cavalry, who w^re, in ge- 
neral, but indifferently armiedi and worjie 
mounted, but filll of zeal for the qiusei 

-being chiefly either latidhold^rs of small 
property, or farmers of tbe better class, 

' whose means enabled them to serve on 
horseback. A few of;tb<>se vhq had be^n 
engaged in driving. back the advanqed 
guard of the rojralials, might now be sefn 

^returning slowly towards their own squa- 
drons. These were the only individuals of 
the insurgent army which seemed to be in 
motion. All the others stood firm and 
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motionles^} m the grej stones that lay: seat^ 
tered on the heath around them. . i 

The total number of the . insurgents 
might amount to about a thousand mei».; 
but of these there were scarce a hundred 
cavalry, nor were the one half of them 
even tolerably armed. The strength of 
their position, however, the sense of their 
having taken a desperate step, the superi- 
ority of their numbers^ but, above all, the 
ardour t>f their enthusiasm, were the means 
on which their leaders reckoned for sup* 
plying the want of arms, equipage, and 
military discipline. 

On the Side of the hiltwhicfa rose above 
the art ay of battle which they had adopt- 
ed, were seen the women, and even the 
children, whom zeal, opposed to peraeco- 
cution, had driven into the .wilderness. 
They seemed stationed there to be. specta- 
tors of the engagemen.t by which their 
own fate, as well as that of their parents, 
husbands, and sons, was to be decided. 
Like the females of the ancient German 
tribes, the shrill cries which, they raised* 
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wheu 'they> beheld the glittering ranks of 
their enemy appear on the brpvir of the op« 
posing eminence,, acted as an incentive to 
their relatives to fight to the last in de- 
fence of that which was dearest to tbegi. 
Such exhortations seemed to have tiieii 
full and emphatic effect ; for a wild balloo» 
Which: went from rank to rank on the ap- 
pearance of the soldiers^ intimated the re- 
solution of the insurgents to fight to the 
uttermost* 

As the horsemen halted their lines on 
the ridge of the hill, their trumpets and 
kettle-drums. sounded a bold and warlike 
flourish of menace and defiance, that rang 
along the waste like the shrill summons of 
a destroying angeU The wanderers, in 
answer, united their voices, and sent forth, 
in solemn modulation, the two first verses 
of the seventy-sixth Psalm, according to 
the metrical version of the Scottish Kirk ; 

** Id Judah's land Godi is Well known. 

His name's in Israel greati 
In Salem is his tabernacle, 

In Zion is his ^eat.^ 


40 TALE« 07 MT LANDLOEB. 

There arrowa of the b^w he htdk^y 
The ahield, the sword^ the war. . 

More glorious thou than hills of prey. 
More excellent art far*'^ 

. , A shout, or rather a solemn acclamatfoti^ 
atteanded the close of the stanza ; and, after 
<a dead pause, the second v^rse was re* 
sumed by the insorgeots, who applied the 
destruction of the Assyrians as prdptaetici^ 
:af the isjsfcie of their own impending con- 
test: — * 

*' Those that were sCoul of heart were spoilefd, 

Thej dcpt their deep outright, 
And none of those their hands did find» 

That were the men of might. 
When thy rebuke, O Jacob's God^ 
' Had forth against them past. 
Their horses and their chariots both " 

Were in a dead i^ep cast. 

: There was another acclamation, which 
was followed by the most profound si- 
lence. 

While these solemn sounds, accented by 
a thousand voices^ were prolonged amongst 
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the waste hills^ Claverhouse looked with 
great attention on the ground, and on the 
order of battle which the wanderers had 
adopted, and in whiqh they determined to 
awa^i t the assault. 

*' The churies/' he said, " must have 
some old soldiers with them; it was. no 
rustic that made choice of that ground/' 

** Burley is said to be with them for 
certain,'' answered Lord Evandale^ ^^ and 
^Iso Uackstoun of Rathillet, Paton of 
Meadowhead, Cleiand, and some other 
men of military skilL" 

^' I judged as mucb^" said Claverhouse, 
^' from the style in which these detach- 
ed horsemen leapt their horses over the 
ditch, as they returned to their position. 
It was easy to see that there were a few 
round^hec'^ded troopers amongst them, the 
(true spawn of the old Covenant. We must 
manage this matter warily as well as bold- 
ly. Evandale, let the officers come to this 
knoll." ^ 

> He moved to a small moss-grown cairn, 
probably the vesting-»place of some Celtic 
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retorted Major AHan» *^ for honouring both 
his bible and psalter. These fellows yviU 
prove as s.tubborn as steel ; I }Lnow tiiem 
of old.'^ 

'* Their nasal psalmody/* said the Cor- 
net, ^^ reminds our major of the race of 
Dunbar.*^ 

*^ Ha.d you been at tha^t race, young 
man/' retorted AU^, ** you would have 
.wanted nothing to remind you of it fof 
the longest day you hdd to live/* 

^* Hush^ hush, gentlemen/' said Ctaveiv 
house, *^ these are untimely repartees. — I 
ishould like your advice well, Major Allan, 
had our rascally patroles (whom I will see 
duly punished) brought us timely notice 
of the enemies' numbers and position. But 
having once presented ourselves before 
them in line, the retreat of the Life Guards 
would argue gross timidity, and be the 
general signal for insurrectioii through the 
west. In which case, so far from obtain- 
ing any assistance from my Lord Ross, I 
promise yoii I should have great apprehen- 
sions of his being cut oiF before we ctfuld 
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join bioiy' of he us. A retreat would have 
quite the same fatal efff ct upon the King's 
cause as the 1q$s of a battle— and as to the 
difference of risk or of safety it might 
make wit^ respeet tp ourselves, that« I am 
sure, P9 gejQtl^man tbiiiks a moment about 
There must be spme gorges or passes in 
the morass through which we can force ^ 
ojur way; and, were we once on firm 
ground, I trust there is no man in the 
Life Guards who supposes our squadrons, 
UiQugb so weak in. number Sj are unable to 
tfample into dust twice the number of 
these unpractised clowns.— What say yoii, 
my Lord Erandale?" 

^ '^ I humbly think/' said Lord Evandale^ 
^i that, go the day how it will, it must be a 
bloody one ; and thai we shall lose many 
brave fellows, and probably be obliged to 
slaughter a great number of these mis« 
guided men, Who, after all, are Scotchmen 
and subjects of King Charles, as well as 
we arc.'^ 

" Rebels ! rebels ! and undeserving the 
name either of Scotchmen or of subjects,'' 
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said Clavcrhouse ; " but comcj my lord, 
what does your opinion point at ?'* 
. " To enter into a treaty with these igno*' 
rant and misled nven/' 

** A treaty, and with rebels having 
arms in their hands? Never while I live," 
answered his commander. 

" At least send a trumpet and flag of 
truce, -summoning them to.lay down their' 
weapons and disperse,'' said Lord Evan- 
dale, " upon promise of a free pardon — I 
have always heard that had that been done 
before the battle of Pentland-hills, much 
blood might have been saved." 

" Well," said Claverhouse, ^' and who 
the devil do you think would carry a sum- 
mons to these headstrong and desperate 
fanatics ? They acknowledge no laws of 
war. Their leaders, who have been all most^ 
active in the murder of the Archbishop of 
St Andrews, fight with a rope round thefr 
necks, and are likely to kill the messen- 
ger, were it but to dip their followers in 
loyal blood, and to ma;ke them as desperate 
of pardon as themselves/' 
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" I will go myself," said Erandale, " if 
ycm will permit me: I have often risked 
my blood to spill that of others, let me now 
do so in order to save human lives." * 

" You shall not go on such an errand, 
my lord," said .Claverhouse ; ** your rank 
and situation render your safety of too 
much consequence to the country in an 
age when good principles are so rare. — 
Here's my brotlier's son, Dick Grahame, 
who fears shot or steel as little as if the de* 
vil "had given him armour of proof against 
it» as the fanatics say be has given to his 
uncle. He sliall take a ilag-of-truce and a 
trumpet, and ride down to the edge of the 
morass to summon them to lay down their 
arms and disperse." 

" With all my soul, Colonel," answered 
the Cornet ; " and Til tie my cravat on a 
pike to serve for a white flag — the rascals 
never saw such a pennon of Flanders lace 
in their lives before." 

** Colonel. Grahame," said Evandale, 
while the young officer prepared for his 
expedition, " this young gentleman is 
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your nephew and your apparent heir ; for 
God's sake, permit me to go. It was my 
Qounsel) and I ought to stand the risk." 

" Were he my only son/* said Claver- 
house, '* this is no cause and no time to 
spare him. I hope my private affections 
will never interfere with my public duty. 
If Dick Grahame falls, the loss is chiefly 
mine ; were your lordship to die, the King 
and country would be the sufferers. — ■ 
Come^ gentlemen, each to his post. If our 
summons is unfavourably received, we will 
instantly attack, and, as the old Scottish 
blazon ha$ it^ God save the right !" 
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CHAPTER lit. 

With many a istoujt thwack and many a b^ng, 
Hard crab-tree and old iron rang. 

Cornet Richard Grahame descended 
^e hilU bearing in his band the extem- 
por6 flag of truce, and making his ma- 
naged hor^e keep time by bounds and 
Gunnets to the tune which he whistled. 
The trumpeter followed* ! Five or six 
hoirsemen^ having . something the appear- 
ance of officers, detached themselves from 
each fiauk of the presbyterian army, and, 
meeting in* this centre, approached the 
ditch which divided the hoUow asnear as 
the morass would permit. Towards this 
group» but keeping the opposite side of 
the swamp, Cornet Grahame directed his 

VOL. III. c 
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horse, his motions being now the conspi* 
cuous object of attention to both armies ; 
and, without disparagement to the cou- 
lage of either^ it is probable there was a 
general wish on both sides that this em- 
.l>assy might save the risks and bloodshed 
of the impending conflict 

When he had arrived right opposite to 
those, who, by their advancing to receive 
his message, seemed to take upon them« 
selves as the leaders of the enemy. Cornet 
-Gjrahame commanded his trumpeter to 
sound a parley. The insurgents having no 
instrument of martial music wherewith to 
n'Mike the appropriate reply, one of tfa^ir 
number called but with a loud, strong 
Vbice, demanding to know why he api- 
proacbed their leaguer. 

^* To summon you in the King's aaine, 
and in that of Colonel John Grahame of 
Ciaverhoiise, specially commissioned by 
the; right honourable* Privy Coundl of 
Scotland/' answered the Cornet, ^^Vt or lay 
down your arms wd dismiss the followerk 


Vilibm you have led into rebellion^ contrary 
to the lawd of 6od| ""Of tke King^ and <^ 
tbecoantty." 

* ^* Return to tfaem ttiat sent thee/' said 
the insurgent leader, ^^ and tell them that 
we are this day in arms for a broken Co* 
venant and a persecuted Kirk -; tell them 
that we renounce the licentious and pier- 
jared Charles Stiiart, whom you call King, 
even as be renounced the Covenant, after 
having once and again sworn to prosecute 
to the utmost of his power ail the enda 
thereof, really, «Gonls^tantly, and ^incerely^ 
all the days of hb life, having no enemies 
but the enemies of the -Co venant, and no 
friends but its friends* Whereas, far from 
keeping the oath he had called God and 
angels to witness, hir first step, after his 
incoming into these kingdoms,, was the 
fearful grasping at the prerogative of the 
Almighty, by that hideous Act of Supre- 
tXiwcyi together with his expulsing, with- 
out summons libel, or |>roce$$ of law, 
hundreds of famous faithful preachers. 
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thereby wringing the bre^d of life out of 
the mouth of hungry, poor. creatures, and 
forcibly cramming their throats with the 
lifeless^ saltless, foisenless; lukewarm dram* 
.mock of the fourteen false prelates^ and 
their sycophantiCi formal^ carnal, scandal- 
ous creature-curates.*' 

** I did not come ta hear you preach,** 
answered the officer^ *^ but to kmow in one 
word, if you will disperse, yourselves, on 
condition of a free pardon to all but the 
murderers of the late Archbishop of St 
Andrews; or whether you wili abide the 
attack of his majesty's forces, which will 
instantly advance upon you/' 

" In one word, then,'* artswered the 
spokesman, ** we arei h^re with our swords 
on our thighs, as men that watch in the 
night. We will take one part and portion 
together, as brethren in righteousness. 
Whosoever assails us in our good cause, 
his blood be on his own head. So return 
to theni that sent thee, and God give 
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them and thee a sight of the evil of your 
ways !" 

"Is not your name/' said the Cornet^ 
who began to recollect having seen the 
person wliom he was now speaking with, 
"Join Balfour of Burley ^ 

** And if it be," said the spokesman, 
" hast thou aught to say against it?'* 

" Only," said the Cornet, " that as you 
are excluded from pardon in the name of 
the King and of my commanding officer^ 
it is to these Country pcbple and not to 
you that I offer it; and it is not with you, 
or such as: you, that I am sent to treat" 
. " Thou art a young soldier, friend," said 
Barley, *^ and scant well-learned in 'thy 
triide, or thou wouldst know that the 
bearer of a flag of truce cannot treat with 
the army but tlirough their officers ; and 
that if he presume to do other wise^ he for* 
feits his safe-ccmduct«" 

While speaking these words, Burley-un- 
slung his carabine, and held it in readi« 
ness. 
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^^ I am not to be intimidated Dram the 
discharge of my duty by the menaces of a 
murderer/* said Cornet Grabame* — " Hear 
me, good peopkj I proclaim, in thename 
of the King and of my commanding officer, 
full and free pardon to all, exceptiDg** — — * 

** I give thee fair warning/! said >Dor^ 
ley, presenting his piece. 

^^ A free pardon to all/* continued the 
young aificer, skill addressing the body: of 
the insurgents — ^" to all but**- 

** Then the Lord grant grace to thy 
soul — amen>" said Burley. 

With these words he fired, and Cornet 
Richard Giabime dropped from his horse* 
The shot was mortal. The poor yoang 
gentleman had only strength to turn him- 
self on tliib ground and emitter forth, ^f My 
poor mother P when life forsook him ih 
the efibrt. His startled horse fled back to 
the regiment at the gallop, as did his scarce 
less<-affrighted attendant. 

" What have you done?" said one of 
Balfour's brother-officers^ 
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^' My duty/* said Balfour, firmly* " Is 
k not written) thou shalt be zealous^ evetn 
to slaying? Let those. who dare, now ven* 
ture to speak of truce or pardon !'* 
' Claverhouse saw his nephew faN. Pie 
turned his eye on £vandale, while a tran- 
sitory glance of indescribable emotion 
disturbed, for a second's space, the sere- 
nity of his features, and briefly said, ** You 
see the event/' 

^' I will avenge him or die !" exclaimed 
Evandale ; and, putting his horse into mo- 
tioUi rode furiously down the hill, follow^ 
ed by his own troop, and that of the de- 
ceased Cornet which broke down without 
o/ders, and each striving to be the fore- 
most to revenge their young officer, their 
ranks soon fell into confusion. These forces 
formed the first line of the royalists* It 
vris in vain that Ctaverhouse exclaimed; 
** Halt, halt ! this rashness will undo us." 
It was all that he could accomplish by 
galloping along the second line, entreat«^ 
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ing^ commaQdingi and even menacing the 

men with his sword^ that he could res traia 

them from following an example so con- 

tagious/ ^ 

^VAlIan,''. he said, as soon as he had ren* 

dered the men in some degree more steady^ 
*' lead them slowly down the hill to sup- 
port Lord Evandale, who is about to need 
it very much. — Bothwell, thou art a cool 
and a daring fellow** 

** Ay," muttered Bothwell, "you can. re- 
member (hat in a moment like this/^ 

" Lead ten file up the hollow to the 
right," continued his commanding officer, 
" and try every means to get through the 
bog; then form and charge the rebels in 
flank and re^r, while they are engaged with 
us in front." 

Bothwell made a signal of intelligence 
and obedience, and moved off with his 
party at a rapid pace. 

Mean time, the disaster which Claver- 
house had apprehended did not fail to take 
place. The troopers, who, with Lord Evan- 
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dale, had rushed dovn upon the enemy^ 
sooa^ found iheiir disoiklerly career inter- 
rupted by the impractic^tible character of 
the ground. Some stuck' fast in the mo- 
rass a&they attempted<to sltruggle tbroughi: 
some recoiled from the ! attempt and' re->' 
ma^ed on t^e Jbrink, others iditperfiied to 
seek a more iuVi)iirabk place i to pa$b the 
swamp. I ti the midst of this'confueita^ the 
first line of >the ^enemy, of which. thb fore* 
mostTank knelt,; the second. stooped, r irad 
the third at ood upright, pbured in a. close 
and destructive ilre that emptied at least a 
score of saddles, and increased tenfold the 
disorder into whi6h.the horsemen had falU 
en. Lord Erandal^ in the mean time; at 
the head of a Very^/bw well-^mounted meui 
had been able tocltiBir the ditch, but was 
no sooner across than he .was charged by 
the left body of th^ enemy's cavalry, who^^ 
encouraged by the small nixmber of oppo^ 
nents that had made their way through 
the broken ground, set upon them with 

c2 


58 TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

the utmost fiiry, crying, "Woe, woe lo^ 
the uncircunaci^ed Pbitistities ! down with 
Dago^ and all his adherents !" 
* The young nobleftian fought like a Hon ; 
but most of his followers were killed, aa^ 
he himself coiild not have escaped the 
same fate but for a heavy fire of carabinet, 
which Claverhouae, who had now advanced 
with the second line near to the. ditch, 
poured so effectually upon the enemyt tiiat 
both horse and foot for a moment began 
to shrink, and Lord Evandale, disengaged 
from hia unequal combat^ and finding him<- 
self nearly alone, took the opportunrty to 
efiect his retreat through the moss. But 
notwithstanding the loss they had sustain- 
ed by Claverhouse*s fif st fire, the insur- 
gents^ became soon aware that the advan* 
tage of numbers and of position were so 
decidedly theirs^ that» if they could but 
persist in making a brief but resolute de- 
fence^ the Life Guarcfs must necessarily be 
defeated. Their leaders flew through their 
lanks,^ exhorting them to stand firm, and 
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YK)mtiag out how efiicacious their fire must 
He where both men and horse were ex^ 
posed to it ; for the troopers, accordidg to 
eustofliy fired without having dismounted. 
Clarerhottse, more than once^ when he 
|>erceived his best men dropping by a fire 
n^uch they eould not effisdtually returOi 
made desperate efibrts to pass the bog at 
various points, and renew the battle on 
firm ground and fiercer terms. But the 
close fire of the insurgents, joined to the 
natural difiiculties of the pass, disappoint- 
ed his' attempts ioi every point 

^^ We miist retreat," he said to Evan* 
dale, *' unless Bothwell can effect a diver* 
sion in our favonn In the mean time, 
draw the men out of fire, and leave skir- 
mishers behind these patches of alder- 
boahes to keep the enemy in check/' 
• These directions being accomplished, the 
appearance of Bothwell with his party was 
earnestly expected. But Bothwell had his 
ewn disadvantages to struggle with. His 
detour, to the right had not escaped the pe^; 
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Det rating observation of Burley^wbo mad« 
a corresponding movement with the left 
wing o£ the moualed insurgentBi 80> that 
jvhen Both well, after riding a considerably 
way up the valley, found<a.plao«.at wUcb 
tbe bog could be paased, though with soma 
difficulty, he^erc«ived:he w^a^ still in front 
of a superior enemy* Uia daring ohar^cter 
was in no .degree checked by this unex«* 
pected opposition. 

^^ Follow me, my lada,." he oalled to hift 
men ; *^ never let it be said that we turnr 
ed our backs before; these can ting rounds 
heads ?' 

With that, as if. inspired by the spirit 
of his aneestors, he shouted, ^' Bothwell I 
Both well !" and throwing himself itito thQ 
morass, be struggled through it at the 
head of his party, and attacked t that of 
Burley with suck fury, that he drove^them 
back above, a pistol-shot,, killing; three 
men with his own hand, fiurley* . percei- 
ving the consequences of a defeat on thia 
pointy and that his men> though more nu^ 
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merous, were unequal: to the reguiars ia 
usmg;tbetr arms and maoi^iiig their horses^ 
ti^w> himBelf acrosa Both weirs way, and 
attack^ hyok band to hand, fiacfa of the 
cpQibataiits w4s considered as. the x^am* 
piOQ.oi^hfs xespeetive.partyi' and a result 
6asi|e4more usual la rooiance than. in real 
sfdry^ ^hiefr ^lawersv on ekher side^ idp 
^ti4)tly : ps^sedy rand looked on >as it the 
fate of the day w.ere.to her decided by the 
eveot. of ]thie, cpmbat .between these' two 
r«df>uh^ s^wordsmen. ' The' cembatnnte 
themselves seemed of (he same opinion'} 
for^ after two or three eaigercuts and pushes 
badtbeen^exchangedr they paused, as> if by 
joint consent) to recover the b.reath which 
precedtpg>e¥>erti^Qshad exhausted) and to 
prepare^ for a. duel in which each seemed 
coDseious be: had. met bis matchw 

'' You aite the murderingp villain. Burn 
ley/' said Bothw^ell, gril>ing his; sword fitmt 
ly) and;3etM^hi8r teethe clofe~!'*ypu<esca<i 
pe$l me once^ but"^h& swore an oalh 
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too tremeiidous to be written dowii)'^*th^ 
head rs worth ite weight of silver, and it 
shail ' go home at my saddle-bow, or lay 
saddle shall go home empty for me.** • 
** Ycs/*^ replied Burley, with stern and 
glotemy ddiberatioD^ '^ I am that John 
Balfour who promised to lay thy head 
where fhou sho^ld'st never Kft it again ; 
and God do so t<y me, and more also, if I 
do not redeem my word;" 
' *^ Then a bed of heather, or a thousand 
marks !** said Bothwell, striking at Burley 
with his ful) ibree. 

^ "The sword of the Lord atid of Gideon 1^ 
answered Balfour^ as he parried and return^ 
cd the blow. 

' There have seldom met two combatants 
mere equally matched in strength of body, 
skill in the management of their weapons 
and horses, determined courage, abd unre- 
lenting hostility. After exchanging many 
desperate blows, each receiving and in* 
flictJng several wounds^ though of no 


eomseqaeiiGe, tliey. ^appled together as 
if urith the desperate hnpatience of mor* 
tal hste, and BothwjeU> aeiztng his enemy 
by the sboulder-belt^ while ^e. grasp of 
SalGour was upon his own coUafi they 
cuae lieadlong to the ground. The eom- 
jfiantons of Burley hastened to his usist* 
ance» but were orepelled by the dragoons, 
and the battle became again general. But 
nothing could withdraw the. attention of 
the combatants from each other, or induce 
them to unclose the deadly cjiasp in which 
they rolled together on the ground, tear- 
ing struggling, and foaming, with the in* 
veteracy of thorough-bred bull-<log8. 

Several horses passed over them in the 

inelei6 without their <)uitting hold of each 

other, until the sword-arm of Bothwell was 

broken by the kick of a charger. He then 

relinquished his grasp with a deep and sup^ 

-pressed jgroan, and both combatants started 

to their feet; Bothwell's right hand drop^* 

pad h^pless^byhis side, but his left griped 

tp the place where his dagger hung ; it had 
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escaped from the sheath in the struggle 
and,: with a look of ntingled rage^and de- 
spain he stood ^totally defenceless, as BaU 
four, with a laugh of savage joy, floiiri^ 
ed his sword aioft^ and^ th6a> passed it 
through his. ad^ersavy^ body^v Bothwell 
receired the thrust without fall itig-^it had 
guly graa^d On hi& ribs» He attempted no 
farther defencei^ but, looking ^at Burieyt 
with a. grin* of deadly hdtred;exdahnedi^-^ 
^' Base peasant 'churj/ thou hast spilt the 
bloodof a Jine of icings l"? 

" Die^ wretch !W*die^^' said:Bailbur, re* 
doubliti{g the. thrust with^better aim ; and^ 
settings his foot on BotbiKieU^ body as he 
fell, he a thiod . time transfixed -. hinv with 
his sword;r--'^ Dle^ blood'-thirsty dogJ dic^ 
as thou hast lived ! — die, like the beasts 
that perish — hoping nothing ^^— believing 
nothing/' 

** And FEARING nothing 1" said Bothp 
well, collecting the last effort of respira- 
tion to utter these desperate words, and 
expiring as soon as they were spokem 
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To catch a stray hotM by thfe bridle^ 
throve himself upen it, and rash to the as* 
sistance of bis followers, was^ Vith Burley^ 
the affair of a moment. And as the fall of 
Both well had given to the insurgents all 
the courage of .which it had deprived his 
comtadeSt the issue of this partial contest 
did not remain a moment undecided. Se^ 
veral soldiers were slainf the rest driven 
back oyer the morass and dispersedi and 
the victorions Burley^ with hi9 pairty, cross^ 
ed it in their turni to direct against Claver* 
bouse the very mameuvre which he had 
instructed Botbwell to execute. He now 
put his troop in order^ with the vieW of at- 
tacking the right wing of the royalists; 
and, sending. news of his success to the 
main: body> exhorted them, in the name of 
Heaven, to cross the marsh, and work out 
the glorious work of the. Lord by a general 
attack upon the enemy* 

Meanw.hilei Glaverhouse, who had* in 
some degree remedied the confusron occa- 
sioned by the first irregular and unsuccess* 
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fol attack^ and reduced the combat m. front 
to a distant skirmish with ike-arms, chrefiy 
maintained by some dismounted troopers 
whom he had posted behidd the cover of 
the shrubby dopses of alders which, ia 
5ome places, covered the edge of the mo- 
rass> atid who^e close, cooU and weH-4iimed 
fir« greatly annoyed the enemy, and conr 
cealed their own deficiency of numbers,—^ 
Claverhouse, while he maintained the com 
test in this manner, still expecting that a 
diversion by Both well and his party might 
facilitate a general attack, was accosted by 
one of the dragoons^ whose bloody face 
and jaded horse bore witness be was come 
from bjird service. 

''What is the matter, HalHday?^ said 
Claverhouse, for be knew every man in bis 
regiment by name— *^ Where is Bothwell^ 

** Bothwell is down,'' replied Halliday, 
** and many a pretty fellow'with him," 

" Then the king,'* said Claverhouse, with 
his usual composure, '' has lost a stout sol-- 
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dier. The enemy have passed the marshy 
I suppose ?" . 

"With a strong body of hwse, com* 
manded by the devil incarnate that killed 
Bothwell/' answered the terrified soldier. 

** Hush ! hush !*' said Claverhouse, put* 
ting his finger on his lips ; " not a word to 
any one but me.— *Lord Evandale, we must 
retreat. The fates will have it so. Draw 
together the men that are dispersed in the 
skirmishing work. Let Allan form the re* 
gimenty and do you two retreat up the hill 
ii^two bodies* each halting alternately as 
the other falls back; I'll keep the rogues 
in check with the rear^guard^ making a 
stand and facing from time to time. They 
will be over the ditch presently, for I scq 
their, whole line in motion^ and preparing 
fio cross; therefore lose no time.'' 

/•Where is BothweU with his party T 
md Lord Evandale^ astonished at tlie cool* 
ness of his commander. 

" Fairly disposed of," said Claverhouse, 
in bis ear-^*^ the king has lost a servant 
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and the devil has got one* But away ta 
business, Evandale — ply your spars and 
get the men together^ Allan' and you must 
keep them steady. This retreating is newt 
work for ua all; but our turn will come 
round again another day/* 

Evandale and Allan betook themselvesf 
to their task; but ere they bad arranged 
the regiment for the purpose of retn^ing 
in two alternate bodies^ a considerable 
, number of the enemy had crossed the 
marsh. Glaverhousei who had retained 
immediately around his person a few of 
his most active and tried men, charged 
those who had crossed, in person, while 
they were yet disordered by the brokea 
ground. Some they killed, others they re- 
pulsed into the morass, and checked the 
whole so as to enable the main body, nowr 
greatly diminished, as well as disliearten- 
ed by the loss they had sustained, to com^ 
mence their retreat up the hilU 
' But the eneniies van being soon reinlbr* 
ced and suppor^ted^ compelled Glaverbouse 
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to follow l}is troops. Nev^r did mauj hoir* 
ever, better support the character of a sol- 
dier than he did that day« Conspicuous 
by his black horse and white feather^ IK 
was first in the repeated charges which h^ 
made at every favourable opportunity^ to 
arrest the progress of the pursuers, and to 
cover the retreat of his regiment. The ob- 
ject of aim to every one, he seemed sis if 
he was impassive to their shot. The su- 
perstitious fanatics^ who looked upon him 
as a man gifted by the Evil Spirit with su* 
pernatural meaas of defence, averred that 
they saw the bullet^ recoil from his jack* 
boot$ and buff coat like hailstones from a 
rock of granite, as he gallppped to and fro 
amid the storm of the battle* Many a 
whig that day; loaded his musket with a 
dollar cut into slugs, in order that a silver 
bullet (such was their belief) might bring 
down the persecutor of the holy. kirk, on 
whom lead had no power. 

" Try him with the cold steel," was the 
cry at every renewed charge — " powder is 
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wasted on bim* Y^ raight as weel shoot 
at the auld enemy himseV* — 

But though this was loudly shouted/yet 
the ^we on the insurgents' mind wa» su<!i^ 
that they gave way before ClaVerbouise as 
before a supernatural being; and few men 
ventured to cross swords witb him. * Stilf; 
however, he was fighftrtrg iti retreat^ afnd 
with all the disadvatitages atUnding that 
movement. The soldiers behind hini^ as 
they beheld the increasing number of ene^ 
mies who poured over the morass, becatile 
unsteady ; and, at every successive move^ 
ment, M^jor Allan and Lord' Evandale 
found it more and more impossible to bring 
them to halt and form line regularly^ while, 
on the other hand, their motion in the act 
of retreating became, by degrees, much 
more rapid than was consistent 'with good 
order. As they approached nearclr to the 
top of the ridge, froth which iii so luck- 
less an hour they had descended^ tb^ pa*' 
nic began to increase. Every one became 
impatient to place the brow of the hill 


tureen faim and the^ con tinned fiie of the 
pursuerSy nor conld any individnal think it 
reamnf fefe Uiat >he sl^old be. the last in the 
fftseat^ and Uiiis . acrifice his own jafety 
for that of otiiera. In this nifiod^ several 
troopefs set spurs . to their horaes and fled 
9ntright» and the. others became so un« 
steady intfaesr movementa and formations, 
that their officers every moment feared 
tbey would follow the same example. 

Amid this scene of blood and ooafttsioni 
the traMpling of the horsey the groans of 
the wounded^ the continued fire of the 
enemy, which fell in a si^cessicm of unin* 
tormttted musketry, while loud shduits a<> 
companied each bnttet which the fall of a 
trooper shewed to have been successfully 
aimed-^amid all the : terrors and disorder 
of euch a scene, and when it was dubious 
how soon they might be totally deserted 
by thdrdK:spi^ted.soldiery,Evandale could 
ikH; forbear remacking the composure of 
bis commanding officer. Not at Lady Mar-> 
garet'sbreak&st-table that morning did his 
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eye aj^pear more lively, or his toaeuour 
niore oooipoaed. i He had : closed up to 
Evandale for the purpose of giving some 
OTiders, and piokhig out a few men to rein- 
fbf oe his rear^^guard. 

^^ If this bout lasts five oiiimtes lpng« 
er/* he said, in a whisper, ^^our rogues will 
leave you, old Allan, and me, the iKKdour of 
fighting iltis battle with our own hands. I 
must do something to disperse the mus- 
quetecrs who annoy them so hard, or we 
will be aH shaxned. . Don't attempt to suc- 
cour me if you see me go down, hut keep 
at theliead of ycmr men; get off as you 
oaa, in €Sod's name^ and tell the king and 
the council I died in my duty*" 

So j»ying, and commanding about twen* 
ty stout men to foiled him, he gave, 'with 
this small body, a charge so desperate and 
unexpected, that he drove the forenaost of 
the pursuers back to some distance. In the 
confusion of the assault he singled out 
Burley, and, desirous to strike terror into 
his followers, he dealt him so severe a blow 
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pn ihiSi^iMdp aa ciit tlsfrough bis BtM beacl^ 
piece, aiid tbrew bim ftotn his hotBCf stuii* 
TSked-SoT Ttfals nbment^ thougb unwouiidedi 
A .wonderful thing it wa^ a£tavfMi» 
tfacHighf^ that one b& pawerfal u B$lfattt 
a^bould have sunk under the blow of a tnan» 
t$t appraf ance^ m slightly made as Clarer- 
)io<i3e{ and the vulgar, of eourse^^t down 
to ^^pernaiural aid, tbe eiffedt.of that ener- 
gy which a determined spirit can give to. a 
fe^khf afoi. . Ciaverhou^e had^ in tbiajast 
charge, however, invoke bimaelf :tQa 
de/eply. .^unoug t;be inmrgmi^, and was 

fairly $urr(Hinded« . . : > : 

■I^QTji Eivandalesaw the danger of his 
ccim^Q^nder", . his body lof dragoon^ beiog 
then halted, while tbat.oammanded by. At* 
lai;!., w^as in. the act of retf eating. .Regard* 
lea9 of ,GIa;yerhou$e!s disinterestjed cpn^: 
niand to. th^ contrary,, hciprdered (he pftr^y 
wfeichhe beaded, to ohi^nge ciovi^n bill' and 
eif^tfic^te their jColpnieL S^e^ adyanoed 
with him — most halted and stood uncer* 
tai»— m;any run away. With those who 

voir. HI. V 
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followed £ vandale^ he disengaged Clatrer-* 
houae^ His assistance oanie just in time/ 
for a rustic bad wounded his horse in a 
most ghastly manner by the blow of a 
scythe^ and was abqut ta repeat the stroke 
v^en Lord £vaDdale cut. him down« As 
they got out of the press, they locked 
round Aem. Allan's division had ridde& 
clear over the hill, that officer's authority 
having proved altogether unequal to halt 
them, Evandale's division was scattered 
and in total confusion. 

<« What js to be done, Colonel ?^^ said 
Lord Evandale. 

<^ We are the last men in the field, I 
think,*^ said Claverhouse ; ^^ and when men 
fight as long as they can there is no shame 
in flying. Hector himself would say, * de- 
vil take the hindmost/ when there are but 
twenty against a thousand. — Save your- 
selves, my lads, and rally as soon as you 
can.— Come, my Lord, we must e*en ride 
for it.*' 

So sayings he put spurs to his wounded 
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horse, and the generous animal, as if con- 
scious that the life of his rider depended 
on his exertions, pressed forward with 
speed, unabated either by pain or loss of 
blood. A few officers and soldiers follow- 
ed him, but in a very irregular and tumul* 
tuary manner. The flight of Claverhouse 
was the signal for all the stragglers, who 
yet offered desultory resistance, to fly as 
fast as they could, and yield up the field of 
battle to the victorious insurgents. 
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CHAtTfiR IV. 


' • ». 


Biit see ! through the fas^fla8hiDg lightnings of war, 
'" Vhat steisd to the desert ih'es frantieand^! 
•j 7 Camfbelu 

r • . . 

During the severe skirmish of which 
we have given the details^ Mortooi toge- 
ther with Cuddie and his motbVy and the 
Reverend Gabriel Kettledrummle, remain- 
ed on the brow of the hill, near to the 
' small cairn, or barrow, beside which Cla- 
verhottse had held his preliminary council- 
of-war, so that they had a commanding 
view of the action which took place in the 
bottom. They were guarded by Corporal 
Inglis and four soldiers, who, as naay readt* 
ly be supposed, were much more intent on 
watching the fluckuatiBg fortunes of tl^e 
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battle^ *than m attending to what passed 
among their prisonera^ ■■ •* . -^ 

'^ If yen lad» stand ta their tackle/^ ji^ 
CiKldie, ** we'll hae some chance o* getting 
our necks out q* the brecham again ;t. but I 
misdoubt them*-*they hae little skill o^ 
arms." -. > 

** Much is not necessary, Cuddie,'^ an-^ 
swered Morton ;^* they have a strong posi* 
tidn,^ and weapons in their hands, and arc 
more than three times the number oftheir 
assiaiiantSt If tbey cannot fight for their 

r 

freedom now, they and theirs deserve to 
lose it for ever/^ 

" Q, siTSy* exclaimed Mause> " here's a 
goodly spectacle indeed ! My spirit is lik<$ 
that of the blessed £lihu> it burns within 
me — my bowels are as wine which lacketh 
vent— they are ready to burst like new 
bottles. O, that^ He may look after his 
ain people in this day of judgment and 
deliverance ! — ^And now, what ailest thou, 
precious Mr Gabriel Kettledrummle ? I 
say, what aileat tbou^ that wert a Nazarite* 
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purer tban snow^ whiter than milk, more 
xuddy than sulphuri (meanings perbaps^ 
sapphires) — I say^ what ails thee now, 
that thou art blacker than a coal^ that thj 
beauty Is departed, and thy loveliness wi* 
thered like a dry potsherd? purely it is 
time to be up and be doing, to cry kmdly, 
and to spare nought, and to wrestle for the 
puir lads that are yonder testifying with 
their ain Uude and that of their enemies*^ 
This expostulation implied a reproach 
on *Mlt Kettledrummle, who, though an ab^ 
solute Boanerges, or son of thunder, in the 
pulpit, when the enemy were afar, and ifl- 
deed sufficiently contumacious, as we have 
seen^ when in their power, ha^ been struck 
dumb by the firing, shouts, and shrieks, 
which now arose from the valley, and, — ^as 
many an honest man might have been^ in 
a situation where he could neither fight 
nor ny, was too much dismayed to take so 
favourable an opportunity . to preach the 
terrors of presbytery, as the courageous 
Mause had expected at his hand, or eyen 


OLD HOBTAt.ITr« 79 

to pray fbr the $ticce8afttl event of the 
battl€^ llis presence of mind was no^ 
however, entirely lost* any more than his 
jealous respect for bis reputation as a pure 
and powerful preacher of the word* 

'^ Hold your peao^ woman/' he said, 
^^ aad do not perturb my inward medttap 
tions and the wresdings wherewith I 
wrestle — ^but of a verity the shooting of 
the fbemen doih begin to increase ; perad- 
venture, some pelkt may attain unto us 
even here. Lo| I will ensconce me behind 
the ciairh* as behind a strong wall of de- 
fence**' 

^^ He's but a cdwiird body aftar a'," said 
Cuddle, who was himself by no' means de- 
ficient in that sort of oonrage which eonp 
sists in insensibility to danger ; ^ h^s but 
a daidlio^ coward body. He'llf never fill 
Rumbleberry's ^nnet.9-«Odd ! Rumble- 
berry fought and flyted like a fleeing drar 
gon« It was^ great pity, poor man, he 
could lia cheat the woodie. But they say 
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he gaed singing and rejoicing till't^ just afs 
I wad gang till a bicker o' broSe,<^ su}>posing 
me hungry^ as I stand a gude chittK^e to 
be.-^£b, sirs ! yon's an awfu' sigh t, and 
yet ane canna keep their een afFfrae it i^' 
Accordingly^ strong curiosity on 'the 
part of Morton and Guddie, together with 
the heated entbusiasns of old Manse; de- 
taiped them on the spot from* which th^ 
could best hear and see the issue of the ad> 
tion, leaving to Kettledrammle to oc<^py 
alone his place of security. - The vici$st^ 
tudes of combat, which we have already 
described, were witnessed by our spect^ 
tors fxom the. top of the eminencoi but 
without their being able positively to de- 
tetniine to what they tended. That the 
pre&byteria^ defended themselves stoutly 
was evident frpm the heavy smoke, whicbi 
illumined by frequent flashes offire/^ow 
eddied alqng the valley, and hid the con- 
tending parties in its sulnhurous shade. 
On the other hand^ the continued firing 
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from the nearer side of the morass indica« 
ted that the enemy persevered in their at- 
tacky that the affair waisi fiercely ilisputed, 
and that every thing was to be appirehena« 
ed from a continued contest* in which un- 
clisci|>h'ned rustics had to repel the assaults 
of regular troops so completely officered 
and armed. 

At length hories, whose caparisons shew- 
ed that they belonged to the Life-Guards, 
bej^an to fly masterless out of the confu* 
sion. Dismounted soldiers next appeared, 
forsaking ttie conflict, and straggling over 
the side of the hill, in order to escape frorh 
the scene of act ibh. As the numbers of 
these fugitives increased, the fate of the 
day seemed no longer doubtfal. A lirgfe 
body was then se^en emerging f^om the 
smoke, forming irregularly on the hill- 
side, and with difficulty kept i^tationary b^ 
their officers, until Evandale's corps also 

appeared in full retreat. ^ The result of the 

' ' • I- ■ • ' • ' 

conflict- was^then apparent, and the joy of 


i 
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the prisoners^ wu coriespouding. to their 
approaching deliverance* . ^ 

*^ They hae done the job for anefi^" said 
Cuddie, '^ an' they ne'er do it again." 

*' They flee ! — they flee !*' exclaimed 
Mause^ in ecstacy. ^* O^ the truculent ty- 
rants ! they are riding now as they never 
rode before. O, the false Egyptians — the 
proud Assyrians — the Philistines— the 
Moabites — the Edomites — the Ishmaelites 
-^The Lord has brought sharp swords upon 
them, to make them food for the fowls of 
heaven and the beasts of the field. See 
how the clouds roll, and the fire flashes 
ahint them, and goes forth before the chop 
sen of the Covenant, e'en like the pillar o^ 
cloud and the pillar o' flame that led the 
people o' Israel out o' the land of Egypt ! 
This is indeed a day of deliverance to the 
righteous, a day of pouring out of wrath to 
the persecutors and the ungodly." 

'^ Lord safe us, mother," said Cuddie» 
'^ baud the clavering tongue o' ye, and lie 
down ahint the cairn, like Kettledrummle, 
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bonest man. Thw wfaigamore bulleU ken 
unco little discretion, and will just as sune 
knock' out the hams o' a pialin-singing 
auld wife as a swearing dragoon.** 

'^ Fear naetlung for m^,- Cuddle," said 
the old dame, transported to ecstacy by 
the success of her party ; ** fear naet^ing 
for me. I will stand, like Deborah* on 
the tap o' the cairn, and tak up my sang o* 
reproach against these men of Haroshteth 
of the Gentiles, whos^i horae-hoofs are bro» 
ken by their piancings/' 

The enthusiastic old wpman would in 
fact have accomplished h^r purpo$e* of 
mounting on the cairuy and becomings as 
she said, a sign and a banner to the people, 
had not Cuddie, with more filial tender- 
ness than respect, detained her by such 
force as his shackled arms would permit 
him to exert. 

^' £h, sirs !" he said, having accomplish- 
ed this task,/^ look out yonder, Milnwood -, 
saw ye ever mortal fight like the devil 
Claver'ser*— Yonder he's been thrice doun 
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amang thenoi and tbrice cam free afF.-— 
But I tfaiok we'll soon be free oursels^ Milir- 
wood. Itiglis and his troopers look ower 
tbeir shoutbera very afteOi as if they liked 
the road abint tbem better than the road 
afor?.'* 

Cuddie was not mistaken : for. when the 
m&in tide of fugitives passed at a littiii 
distance from the spot where they wiere 
stationed/ the corporal and his party fired 
their carabines at random upon the ad van- 
cing insurgents^ and, abandoning all charge 
of their prisoners, joined the retreat of 
their comrades. Morton and the old wo- 
man, whose bands were at liberty, lost no 
time in undoing the bonds of Cuddie and 
of the clergyman, both of whom had been 
secured by a cord tied rotind their arms 
above the elbows. By the time this was 

accomplished, the rear-guard of the dra* 

... , 

goons, which still preserved some order, 
passed beneath the hillock or rising ground 
which was surmounted by the ^ cairn al<- 
ready repeatedly mentioned* They exhr* 
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bited all the hurry and confusion incident 
to a forced retreat, but still continued in a 
body. Clavethonse led the van, hia nakei) 
sword deeply dyed with bloodi as were fats 
face and clothes. His horse was all cover^ 
ed with gore, and now reeled, with weak- 
ness-* Lord Evandale, in not nibch bet* 
ter plight, brought up the rear» still, ex^ 
hortiiig the soldiers to keep together and 
fear nothing. Several of the men were 
wounded^ and one or two dropped from 
their horses as they surmounted the hill. 

Mause's zeal broke forth once more at 
this spectacles while she stood on the lieath 
with her head uncovered, and her grey 
hairs streaming in the wind, no bad repre^ 
sentation of a superannuated bacchante, or 
a Thessalian witch in the agonies of iiit 
cantation. ^ She soon discovered Claver*i 
house at the head of his fugitive party^ 
and exclaimed with bitter irony^ ** Tarry, 
tarry, ye wha were aye saeblythe to be 
at the meetings of the saints, and wadride 
every muir in Scotland to find a convene 
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tide. M^lt tl^ou not tarry, now thou hast 
fbund ane ? Wilt thou not stay for one 
word mair ? Wilt thou na bide the after** 
noon preaching ?— ^Wae betide ye !" she 
said, suddenly cba.Dging hef tone, *' ai^l 
cut the houghs of the creature whase fleet- 
ness ye trust in !— *Shcugh — Sheugh — a*ra' 
wi' ye that hae spilled sae muckle bludei 
and now wad save your ain — awa' wi' ye 
for a railing Rabshekah, a cursing Shemei, 
a blood-thirsty Doeg'— the sword's drawn 
now that winna be lang o' overtaking ye, 
ride as fast a^ ye will." 

Claverhouse, it may be easily supposed^ 
was too busy to attend to her jreproacheSt 
but hastened over the hill, anxious to get 
the remnant of his m^n out of gun-shot» 
in hopes of again cp|lec^|ig the fugitives 
roiind his standard. Bi^t as the rear pf his 
followers rode over the ridgf , s^ shot struck 
Lord Evandale's hofse, which instantly 
Slink down dead beneath him. Two of the 
whig horsemen^ who were the foremost in 
the purs^it^ hastened wp with the purpose 
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of killmg hiiDi for hitherto there had been 
no quarter given. Mortoo^ on the other 
hand^i rushed forward to save his lifei if po8« 
sible, in order at once to indulge his na- 
tural generosity, and to requite the obliga* 
tion which Lord £vandale had conferred 
pn him that morningi and under which cir* 
cumstancei^ had made him wince so acutely* 
Just a& he had assisted £vandate^ who was 
iQuch woundedi to extricate himself from 
his dying horse, and to ^ain his feet« the 
two horsemen came up» ^nd one of them ex- 
claiming! ^^ Have at the red^qoated tyrant T 
made a blow at the young nobleman, which 
Morton parried with difficulty, exclaiming 
to the ri4er, who was no other that) Burley 
himself, *^ Give quarter to this gentleman, 
for my sake — for the sake,^' he added, ob« 
serving that fiurley did not immediately 
recognize him, *' of Henry Morton^ who so 
lately sheltered you/' 

*' Henry Morton r replied Burley, wi- 
ping his bloody brow with his bloodier 
hand, ^' did I mot say that the son of Sila» 
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Morton would come forth out of the land 
of bondage, ndr be iong an indw^llei" iii 
the tents 6f Hain? Thou art a brand 
snattifaed out of the burtimg— But for this 
bobted apostle of pfdacy, he shall die the 
death!— W^^mustsmite them hip and thigh; 
even from the rising ta the going dowii 
of tfab 8un.^ It is our commission to slay 
them lilce Amalclk» and utterly destroy all 
they have/ltml spare tfeithfer man' nor wo* 
man, Infant or stickling ; therefore, kinder 
me no^** he continued^ endeavouring again 
to cut down Lord EVatidkle, *' for this woirk 
must not be :wtoughl neglrgeti tly /* 

*^ You niust not, and you shall not, slay 
him, more es^pecially While incapable bf 
defence,'* 45aid Morton, 4>lanting himself 
before Lord Evandale so as to intercept 
any blow that should be aimed at him ; '' I 
owed my life tafaim this ihorning-^my life, 
which was endangeired solely by my ha- 
ving sheltered you ; and to shed^bis blood' 
when hb taxi offer no effectual reisi stance^ 
were cot only a cruelty abhorrent to^<jod 
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and man^ but detestable ingratitiide both 
to him and'to me^^* . . > 

fldrky paua^a—" thou krl yet/* life Said, 
^^m the court o^ the Gentiles^ and I tbftt- 
passionate thy human blindiie^s and frail* 
ty. Strong mt^t is not fit for babes, nor 
the' mighty and grinding dispensation un» 
der which I drair toy sword>' for those 
whose hearteiare yet dwellb^g in hidlis ift 
clay, whose footUeps are tangled in the 
mesh of mortal sympathies, ^d who elofthe 
themiselves in the righteoa^wess that is ak 
filthy rags. But to gain a soiil* to the trnth 
is better than to send one toTophiet ; th^re* 
fore; I^ gTve quarter to this youth, provi^ 
ding the grant is xsonfirfined by ihe^geneiral 
council of God's army, whom he hath this 
day blessed with so signal a deliveralnce« — * 
Thou art unarmed— Abid^ my return' here. 
I must yet pursue these sinners, the Ama- 
lekites, and destroy them till they be lit* 
terly consumed froih the face of the knd^ 
even from Havilah uttto Shur," 


" ' .' ' 


,..k.^ 
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So fiayingy he set spurs to his horsci and 
continued to pursue the chase* 

<' Cuddle^" said Morton^ '' for God's 
take catch a horse as quickly as you can. 
I will not trust Lord Evandale's life with 
these obdurate mem — ^You are wounded, 
my Lord. Are you able to continue yoiir 
retreat ?"* he Gontinued, addressing himself 
to his prisoneri who, half stunned by the 
fall, was but beginning to recoTei" himself. 

'^ I think 9o^'^ replied Lord Evandale. 
'^ But is it possible ?<-^Do I owe my life to 
Mr Morton ?" 

'' My interference would have been the 
same from common humanity/' replied 
Morton ; ^^ to your Lordship it was a sa- 
cred^debt of gratitude.'* 

Cuddie at this instant returned with a 
horse* 

^^ God-sake, mount— -mount, and ride 
like a fleeing hawk, my Lord," said; the 
good-natured fellow, ** for ne'er be in me> 
if they are na killing every ane o' the 
wounded and prisoners/' 
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Lord EvancUle mounted the horse^ Irhilc 
Cuddie officiously held the stirrup. . 

'^ Stand off» good fellow, Ay courtesy 
may cost thy life. — Mr Morton/'he cob«> 
tinued, addressing Henryi ** this makes us 
more than even — rely on it I will never 
forget your generosity-rFarewelU" . 

lie turned his horse, and rode swiftly 
away ip the direction whieh seemed least 
exposed to pursuit* 

Lord £vaodale had just rode off, when 
several of the insurgents, who were in the 
front of the pursuit, came up, denouncing 
vengeance o« Henry Morton and Cuddie 
for having aided the escape of a Philistine^ 
as they called the young nobleman* 

«< What wad ye h^e had us do ?" cried 
Cuddie, '^ Had we aught to stop a man 
wi', that had twa pistols and a sword ? 
sudna ye bae.come faster up yoursels, in- 
stead of fly ting at buz ?" 

This excuse would hardly have passed 
current; but Kettledrummle, who now 
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awoke from his trance of terror, and wa? 
known to, and reverenced by, most of the 
wanderers, together with Mause, whopos* 
sessed their appropriate language, as weli 
as the preacher himself, proved active and 
efficctual intercessors.. 

** Toiich them not, harm them not,'* ex-^ 
claimed Kettledrummle, in his very best 
double-bass tones ; ** this is the son of the 
famous Silas Morton, by whom the Lord 
wrought great things in this land at the 
breaking forth of the reformation from 
prelaey, when there was a plentiful pour- 
ing forth of the Word and a renewing of 
the Covenant; a hero and champion of 
these blessed days^ when there was powers 
and efficacy, and convincing, and convert* 
if^g of sinners, and heart-exercises, and 
fellowship of saints, and a plentiful flow- 
ing forth of the spices of the garden of 
Edem** 

" And this is my son, Cuddie,** exclaim- 
ed Mause in her turn> *' t^ie- son of his fft* 
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thefi Juddcn flegdrigg/ wka wa3*a dousci 
honest ma]>, aod of me, Mause MiddJemaii, 
an unworthy professor and follower of the 
pare gqspel^ and ani^ o' your ain folk. . Is 
it not writteii^ * Cut ye not aff the tribes 
of the families of the Kothathites from 
apiong the Levitei;?.^ Numbers, fourth and 
seventhrr-Q> sifs ! diniia be standing hi»e 
prattling wi' honest folk, when ye sud be 
following forth your victory with which 
Providence has blessed ye*'* 

This party having passed on, 4;hey /were 
i^im^diately beset by another, to whom 
it was [necessary to give the same expla* 
nation. Kettledrummle, whose fear was 
much dissipated Vmce the firing had ceiuedi 
again tpok upon him to be ititercessor, and, 
grown bold, as he felt his good word ne- 
cessary for the protection of his late feJU 
low-captives, he laid claim io no small 
share of the merit of the victory, appealr 
ing to Morten and Cuddie, whether the 
tid^ of' battle had not turned while he 
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prayed cm the Mount of Jehovah Nisi^ 
like Moses, that Israel might prevail over 
Ametek ; but grstifting them, at the same 
time^ the credit of holding uphiihandsi 
whien diey waked heavy, as those of the 
prophet were supported by Aaron and Hur.' 
It seeikis probable that Ketttedrummle a!-- 
lotted this part in the success to hia com* 
.panions in adversity, te^t they should be 
tempted to discfose bis carnal self-^seek- 
ing and falling away, in regarding too 
closely his own personal safety. These 
stroiig testimonies in favour of the libe- 
rated captives quickly flew abroad with 
many exaggerations among the victorious 
army. Hie reports on the subject were 
various; but it was universally agreed; 
that young Morton of Milnwood, the son 
of the stout soldier of the Covenant, iSSlas 
Morton, together with the precious Ga^ 
briel ICettledrummle, and a singular de- 
vout Christian woman, whom many though 
as good as himself at extracting a doctrine 
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or an use, whether of terror or consolation, 
had arrived to support the good old cause, 
with a reinforcement of a hundred well* 
armed men from the Middle Ward. 


J 
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CHAPTER V. 

. * * . ' 

When pulpit, drum ecclesiastijc^ 
Was beat tritfa fist instead of a stick. 

Hudibraf* 

■ ' " * ' 

Is the mean time^ the ip^rgent GStvzlry 
returned from the pursuit, jaded and worn 
out with their unwonted efibrta, and the 
infantry assembled on the ground which 
they had won9 fatigued with toil and bun* 
gen Their success, however, was a coidtal 
to every bosom, and seemed even to serve 
in the stead of food and refreshment It 
was, indeedi much more brilliant than 
they durst have ventured to anticipate; 
for, with no great loss on their part^ they 
had totally routed a regiment of picked 
men, commanded by the first officer in 
Scotland, and one whose very name had^ 
long been a terror to them. Their sue- 


OLD MORTALITY. 97 

€683 seemed even to have upon their spi- 
rits the effect of a sudden and violent sur* 
prisei so much had their taking up arnrs 
been a measure of desperation rather than 
of iiope. Their -meeting was also casual 
and they bad hastily arranged themselves 
under such commanders as were remarka* 
bte for real and courage, without much rie« 
i^ect to any. other qualities. It followed, 
from this state of disorganization, that the 
whole a:rmy appeared at once to resolve 
itself into a general committee for consi'- 
dering what steps were to be takto in con* 
sequence of their success, and no opinion 
could be started so wild that it had not 
some favouvers and advocates. Some pro* 
posed they should march to Glasgow, some^ 
to Hamilton, some to Edinburgh, some to 
London. Some were for pending a depu** 
tation of their number to London to :con» 
vert Charles 11. to a sense of the error of 
his ways, and others^ less charitable, pr(^* 
posed either to call a new successor to the 
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crown, or to .declare Scatldnil a fre^ ^re- 
public. A free parliament of tlie nation^ 
and a free assembly of the Kirk, were the 
objects of the niore senaible and moderate 
of the party. In tlie meanwhile^ a cUr 
mour arose among the soldiers for bread 
and other necessaries, and while all cpnir 
plained of bacdahip and hunger^ none took 
the necessary . measurca . to proeure sup* 
plies. In shorty the camp .of the Cov^** 
nanters, even in the; very moment of stiop 
eessy seemed about to dissolve like a rope 
of sand, from Want of the original pancir 
ples. of combination and union* 

Barley, who had how returned from the 
pursuit, found his followers in this dis* 
tracted state. With the xeady talent of 
one accustomed to encounter exigeacie«» 
lie proposed, that one hundred., of the 
freshest men should be drawn out for du- 
ty — that a small number of those who bad. 
hitherto acted as leaders, should consti- 
tute a committee of direction until officers 
should be regularly chosen — and that, to 


Cfoi^n :tfae yicioryi Gabriel Kettledrammle 
jihould be C£illed Upon to improve the pro- 
vidential succeed Mrhich they had obtained 
by a word in seaaon add^esaed to the army* 
Hereckonied very much, and not without 
reason, on tbcs iast e&pedienjt, as a means 
of engagin(g the attention of the b^llc Qf thf 
insurgents, while be himself, and two or 
three of their Uaders, held a private conn- 
cil-of«>war, undisturbed by the discordant 
opinions or senseless clamour of the gene>i 
ral body. 

Kettledrummleimore than answered the 
expectations jofBudey^ Two mortal hours 
did he preach at a breathing; and certain- 
ly no Lungs, or doctrine, excepting his 
own, could have kept up, for so long a 
time, the attention of mep in such preca^ 
rious circumstances. But he possessed in 
perfection a sort of rud^e and familiar elo- 
V^ence piecuUar to the preachers of that 
period, which, though it would have been 
fastidiously rejected by an audience which 
possessed any portion lof tasxe> w^ a cake 
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of the right leaven for tl^ie palates of those 
whom he now addressed. His text was 
from the forty-ninth chapter of Isaiah. 
'^Even the captives of the mighty shall 
be taken away, and the prey of the terri- 
ble shall be delivered; for I will contend 
with them that contendeth with thee, and 
I will save thy children. . 

^' And I will feed them that oppress thee 
with their own flesh, and they shall be 
drunken with their oWn blood as with 
sweet wine, and all flesh shall know that 
I the Lord am thy Saviour, and thy Re- 
deemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.'' 

^be discourse which he pronounced up- 
on this subject was divided into fifteen 
heads, each of which was garnished with 
seven uses of application, two of consola- 
tion, two of terror, two declaring the cau- 
ses of backsliding and of wrath, and one 
announcing the promised and expected de- 
liverance. The first part of his text he ap- 
plied to his own deliverance and that of 
his companionsi and took occasion to speak 
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a few words in praise of young Milnwood» 
of whom, as of a champion of the Cove- 
nanti ., he augured great things. The se* 
cond part he applied to the punishments 
which were about to fall upon the perse* 
cuting government. At times he waf fa^ 
loiliar and colloquial; now he was loud, 
energetic, and boisterous ; — some parts of 
bi% discourse might be called sublime, and 
others sunk below burlesque. Occasioa- 
ally he vindicated with great animation 
the right of every freeman to worship God 
according to his own conscience ; and pre* 
sently he charged the guilt and misery of 
the people on the awful negligence of their 
rulers, who had not only failed to establish 
presbytery as the national religion, but 
had tolerated sectaries of various descrip- 
tions, Papists, Prelatists, Erastians assu* 
ining the name of Presbyterians, Inde- 
pendants, Socinians, and Quakers ; all of 
whom, Kettledrummle proposed, by one 
sweeping act, to expel from the land, and 
thus re-edify in its integrity the beauty of 
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the sanctuary. Ut uext handled very 
pithily the doctrine of defensive ar^s and 
of resistance to Charles - IL, obscrvingi 
that, instead of a nursing, father to the 
Kirk, that monarch had been a nursing fa- 
ther to none but his own- bastards* He 
went at some length through the life and 
conversation of that joyous prince, fenf 
parts of which, it must be owned, were 
qualified to stand the rough handling of 
so un-courtly an orator, who conferred on 
him the bard names of Jeroboam, Omrt, 
Abab, Shallum, Fekah, &nd tvtty other 
evil monarch recorded in the Chronicles, 
and concluded with a round application of 
the Scripture, " Tophet is ordained of old ; 
yea, for t^e King it is pTO\'ided : he hath 
made it deep and large ; the pile thereof is* 
fire and much wood : the breath of the 
Lord, like a stream of brimstone, doth 
kindle it," 

Kettiedrummle had so' sooner «ided his' 
sermon, and descended from ther huge 
rock which had 'served him Tor a- pulpit, 


than his post tiratf oeiupied by a pattor of 
a very diffefebt7flescripti<&a. The reverend 
Gabriel ^asr advanced in years, somewhat 
corputenti with a /loud voice, a square 
face, and a: set.ofstupki and unanimated 
features, in ivhiefa the. body seemed more 
to pFedomioate over the spirit than wad 
seemiy in a acrand: divine. The youth who 
saeceeded bitai in exhorting this extfaor* 
dinary convocatibn, was hardly twenty 
years old, yet his tiiin features already in* 
dieatedy that a coinstitution, naturally hec- 
tic, was worn out by vigils, by fasts, by 
the rigour of imprisonment, and the fa« 
tigUesT incident I to a furtive life. Young 
as he Was, hjer had f'been* twice imprisoned 
ibr several months, and suffered many se- 
verities, / which gfltve him great influence 
with t&osie'of his own sect He threw his 
faddd. eyes : over the mnltitude and over 
the'sceneiof battle, and a light of triumph 
^rpse in his glanoe, his pale yet striking^ 
features were ccdoured with a transient an<l 
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heclic blush of joy. He folded his hands, 
raised his face to Heaven, and seetned lost 
in mental prayer and thanksgiving ere he 
addressed the people* When be spoke, his 
faint and broken voice seemed at first ina- 
dequate to express bis conceptions. But 
the deep silence of the assembly, the ea- 
gerness with which the ear gathered every 
word, as the famished Israelites collected 
the heavenly manna^ had a corresponding 
effect upon the preacher himself. His 
words became more distinct, his manner 
more earnest and enerjgetic; it seemed. as 
if religious zeal was triumphing over bodi- 
ly weakness and infirmity. His natural elo- 
quence was not altogether untainted with 
the coarseness of his seot, and yet, by the 
i^ifluence of a good natural taste, it was 
freed from the grosser and more ludicrous 
Errors of his cdn temporaries ; and the laa-^ 
guage of Scrip ture> which, in their mouths, 
was sometimes degradedby misapplication, 
gave, in Macbriar's exhortationi a rich and 
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solemn effect, like that which is produced 
by the beams of the sun streaming through, 
the storied representation of saints and mar- 
tyrs oil the Gothic window of some anci- 
ent cathedral. 

He painted the desolation of the church, 
during the late period of her distresses^ in 
the most affecting colours* He described 
her/ like Hagar watching the waning life 
of her infant amid the fountainless de* 
sert; like Judah, under her palm-tree, 
mourning for the devastation of her tem- 
ple ; like Rachael, weeping for her children 
and refusing comfort. But he chiefly rose 
into rough sublimity when addressing the 
men yet reeking from battle. He called on 
them to remember the great things which 
G(id had done for them> and to persevere 
in the career which their victory had 
opiened* 

"Your garments are dyed — but not with 
fhe juice of the wine-press; your,swordi 
are filled with blood," he exclaimed,. " but 
not with the blood of goats or lambs ; tUfc 
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(Iiist of the ^^^ft -0*1 - vt-bich y^ st^tid' is 
niade fat with gore, feut not "With th^Wddd 
of bullocks, for the Lord hath a sac^Mfce 
in BbzTah, aitd' a- great slaughter in th^ 
land of Idumea. These were not the fir it-- 
lings of the ftock, the small catUe of 
bilrdt-ofltrings^ wh6sc belles lie like dutfg 
dri the ploughed 8*ld of the hasbandnS^ali 5 
this is not the savour of myrrh, of frankifi- 
cense, or of sweet herbs^ that is steaming 
in your nostrils j but these Woody trunks 
are the carcases of those that held the bbW 
a;nd the lance, who wefe cruel and woitld 
shew no mercy, whose votcc roared like 
the sea, who rode upon horses, every man 
in array as if to battle— they are the car*- 
cases even of the mighty men of w^r that 
came against Jaxrob in tfce day of his dcT'i- 
verance, and the sm6kis is that of the de- 
vouring fires that have consumed them. 

r 

And those wild hills that surround you are 
not a sanctuary planked witli cedar and' 
plated with silver ; nor are ye ministering 
pnests at the altar, with censors and with 


OLD UtORTALITY. 107 

torcbts^ but y^ hold in your hands the 
swordy and the b^Wj and the weafMMis of 
dMth^^-And yet Y'erily, I say unto you^ that 
not whdn the ancient Temple was in its 
fil'stt glory Mias there offered sacrifice more 
accef>ta;hle than ^ that which, you have this 
day pr^seuted, giving to the slaughter the 
tyrant and the oppressor, with the rocks 
for your altars, and the sky for yobr vault* 
ed ^saBctba ry, ajld your own good swords 
for the instruments of sacrifice. Leave 
n^t, therefore, tl>e plough in the furrow—- 
turd not back from the path in which you 
have enteredjL like the famous worthies of 
old, whom God raised up for the glorify- 
ing of Ms name and the deliveiunce of his 
afflJot#d people^-^haft not in the rade you 
are raining, lest the latteir end shiwld be 
worse than the beginning. Wherefore, set 
upa'^andard in the land ; blow a trumpet 
upoti the nuK&ntains ; let not the shepherd 
tarry by his sbeepfold, or the seedsmin con- 
tinue in the ploughed field, but make the 
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watch strong, sharpen the arrows, burnish 
the sbieldsi name ye the captains of thou* 
sands, and captains of hundreds, of fifties, 
and of tens ; call the footmen like the ritshf 
ing ctf winds, and cause the horsemen to 
come up Hke the sound of many waters, foe 
the passages of the de&troyers are stopped, 
their rods are burned, and the face of theit 
men of battle hath been turned to iigbt. 
Heaven has been with you> and has broken 
the boW of the mighty; then let every 
man's heart be as the heart a( the valiant 
Maccabeus, every man's hand as the hand 
of the Qiighty Sampson, every man's sword 
as that of Gideon,, which turned not back 
from the slaughter ; foe the banner of Re-* 
formation is spread abroad on the moon* 
tains in its first loveliness, and th^ gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. 
f f^ Weil is he this day that shall barter 
his house for a helmet, and sell his gar- 
ment for a sword, and cast in his lot with 
the children of the Covenanti even to the 
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fulfilliog of the promise; and wotf woe 
unto him who^ for carnal ends and self- 
seeking, shall withhold himself from the 
great wof k» for the burse shall ahide widi 
him^ even the bitter curse of Meroz, be-; 
cau$e he came not to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty* Up, then, and be 
doing ; the blood of Hkartyss, reeking up- 
on scaffolds, is crying for vengeance ; the 
bones of saints, which lie whitening in the 
higbwayB, are pleading for retribution; 
the groans of innocent captives from deso- 
late islea of the sea, and from the dun- 
geons of the tyrants* high places, cry for 
. deliverance; the prayers of persecuted 
Christians, sheltering themselves in dens 
and desarts from the sword of their perse- 
cutors, famished with hungei* starving 
with cold, lacking fire, food^ shelter, and 
cloathing, because they serve God rather 
than man-'^U are with you, pleadings 
watching, knocking, storming the gatesof 
heaven in your behalf^ Heaven itself shall 
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flght for ydo, as the stars- itt thfeir courses 
fought agam St Sisera. Theft whdso will 
deserve immortal fame in this worjit, and 
eternal happinefes-in^that which \^ to oomej 
Jet' them enter ulto GAd's s^pricfe, and 
taTce arles at the haiki of h$8 sert^ant,-— a 
blessiiig, namely^ upon liitn and his house* 
holdy and Ms chjldreiii to the ninth gene* 
ration, ^veti the blessing of the promise, 
fbr ever and «ver ! Amen*** 

The eloquence of the Jjreacher was re- 
wflr<Jed hy the deep linm of fitern^approba* 
tion which resounded through the arnficd 
assemblage at ^ tlve conclusion' of an ex- 
^fation sb well suited t^ that M^hi^h^th^f 
Kad done, and th^t which r^n»a1neid for 
them to do. The wounded forgot their 
piitn, tt^ (yiBt and h^iYigryth^e^ir. fatigues 
sind privations, as tIid^iistened4ot<)oetrine^ 
*4lic'h elevated theirt alike above tbe>j^««ts 
and calamities orthe'worM, and identified 
thfeir cause with that of the Deity, Many 
crowded ^around the preacher^ as he de- 
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scended from the emii>ence on which he 
stoody and, clasping him with hands on 
which the gore was yet hardth^/ pledged 
their sacred vow that ^they would play the 
part of Heaven*s^ true soldiens^ ExhaasYed' 
by his o\rn enthnsiasm, attdhy'the antma* 
ted fervour which ' ht had €X€rfted in hia 
discourse, the' preacher coiild only reply, 

m 

in broken accents,--^** God Wess you, my 
brethTcn — it is his cauM* — Stand strongly 
up and play the men— the worst that can 
bdfal us is but a brief and bl^Mldy pass^e 
to Ireaven." 

fialfotir, and the other leaders, had not 
loltthe timewhicli was employed fn tii^e 
spiritual exercises, Watcfc-fireis were ligilt^ 
ed^ centinels wicr^ posted, aad^ anai^^^ 
metits w^e/^maile to refresh tli^^i^y ^itfa> 
siic(Fpr6vJsions a& had* been fo^sttt^y ooflket* 
ed fircta the ne^restfarm-houses a©d villa*^' 
gee. The' present nfe€ie$sity thus provided 
fori they tutned their Iht^o^bts to^ tite 
future. They had dispatdhed.^wties -to 
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spread the news of their victory , and to 
obtain/ either by force or favour, supplies 
of what they stood most in need*. In this 
they had succeeded beyond their hopes, 
haviftg at one village seized a small ma- 
gazine of proviaions^ forage, and ammu- 
nition, which had been provided for the 
royal forces. This success not only gave 
them relief at thei time, but such hopes for 
the future, that whereas, formerly some of 
their number begaa to slacken in their 
zeal, they now unanimously resolved ta 
abide together in arms, and commit them* 
selves and their cause to the event of wan 
And whatever may be thought of t]^ 
extravagance or narronr-minded bigotry of 
many of their tenets, it is. impossible to 
deny the praise of devoted courage to a 
few hundred peasants, who, without lead- 
ers, without money, without mag^zines^ 
without any fixed plan of action, and al- 
most without arms^ borne out only by their 
innate zeal, and a detestation of the op- 
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pression of their rulers, ventured to de- 
dare open wsir against an established go- 
vernment) supported by a regular army, 
and the whole force of three kingdoms. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Whyi tiieii» iay ftn old man can do somewliat 

a*Hty IV. Part 11. 

We must now return to the Tower of 
Tillietudlem^ which the march of the Life- 
Guards, on the morning of this eventful 
day» had left to silence and anxiety. The 
assurances of Lord Evandale had not suc- 
ceeded in quelling the apprehensions of 
Edith. She knew him generous, and faith; 
ful to his word; but it seemed too plain 
that he suspected the object of her inter- 
cession to be a successful rival ; and was it 
not expecting from him an effort above 
human nature, to suppose that he was to 
watch over Morton's safety, and rescue 
him from all the dangers to which his state 
of imprisonment^ and the suspicions which 
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be had incurred, must repeat edty expose 
him ? She tberefoTc resigned herself to the 
most heat t»renditigapprehensioQ8, without; 
admitting, aibd iiideed aUnost without Us* 
taxing to, the multifarious groutids of coq* 
solatioA which Jenny Dennison brought 
forWardi one after another, iike a skilful 
gedetal, who charges -iirith the several di- 
visions olPhis troops in regular suoces^on. 

First, Jenny vms moraily positire that 
yotoig Mitnwood wonkt oome to iko harm— - 
^cn, if be did, there was consolation in the 
reflectieti/ that Lord Evandaie Was the 
better and more ap propriibe match 6f the 
two^i<i-then, there was every chance of a 
battie in which the said Lord Evandale 
might be kilted, and there wad be nae mair 
fash about tliat job-^then, if the whigs 
gat the better, JVfilnwbod and Guddie 
might' comie to ti^ Castle, and carry off the 
beloved of their hearts bf the string hsind« 

"For I forgit to tilt ye, madam,'' con*. 
tinued the damsel, putting her handJter- 
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chief to her .ejes, ^^ that puir Guddie^is id 
the hands of the Philistines as weel .a& 
young Milnwood» and he was brought here 
a prisoner this mornings and I was£Mn ta 
speak Tarn Halliday fair/and fleech hfni> to 
let me near tlise puir creature; but Cud- 
die wasna sae thankfu' as he needed till 
hae been neither/ she added, and at the 
aame time changed her tone, and briskly 
withdrew the handkerchief from her face ; 
*^ so I will ne'er waste my e*ea wi*'. greet* 
ing about the matter* There wad be aye 
enow o' young men left, if they were to 
hang the tae half o* them." 

The other inliabitants of the Castle were 
alsO' in a state of dissatisfaction and anxie- 
ty.. Lady Majrgaret thought that Colonel 
Grahame, in commanding an execution at 
the door of her house, and refusing to> 
grant a reprieve at her request^ had fallen 
short of the deference due to her rank, and 
had even encroached on her seiguorial 
rightst 
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'^ The Colonel,** she said, ''ought to have 
remembered,: brothers that the barony of 
miietudlem has the baronial privilege of 
pit and giallows, and therefore, if the lad 
was to be executed on my estate, (which I 
consider as an unhandsome thing, sedng 
it. is in the possession of females, to whom . 
such tragedies cannot be acceptable) he 
ought, at common law, to have been deli- 
vered up to my haillie, and justified at bis 
sight.- 

*' Martial law, sister,** answered Major 
JBellenden, ^ supersedes every other. But 
I must own I think Colonel Grahame ra« 
ther' deficient in attention to you ; and I 
am not over and above pre-eminently flat- 
tered by his granting to young Evandale 
(I suppose because he is a lord and has in- 
terest with the privy-council) a request 
which he refused to so old a servant of the 
king as I am. But so long as the poor 
young fellow's life is saved, I can comfort 
myself with the fag end of a ditty as old 
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as myself. And therewitBa]^ h^ hummed 
a stanza;— 

< And what though winter, will pinch severe 
Through locks of grey and a cloak that's old| 

Vet keep up thy heart, bold cavalier^ 
Tor a cup of gkck shall fence the cold/ 

** i mpst be your guest h^r€ to-^ay, ais* 
tetf I wish to hear the is^ue of tbiis gather* 
lug on Loudon-hill) though I canaot coo* 
ceive their standing a body of hors^ ap» 
pointed like o^r guests this xnorningi — 
WiEies jpj?, the twe bd^l^a ths^t J woukl 
have liJctd ill :to bavesate in biggit wa'$ 
"(efuting for the news of ^ skinnish to be 
fought within jteB miles of me ! fiut^asr t(he 
old song goes, 

« 

' For time will rust the brightest blade* 
And years will break the strongest bow ; 

Was never wight so starkly made. 
But lime and yeors would overthrew/ 

" We are well pleased you will stay, bro* 
ther," said Lady Margaret j " 1 will take . 
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myxoid, priviljege tp Ipotk after my )\(Hise« 
hold, whpi^: t^U cqllat^oR has .tbrowp into 
some disorder, although it is uocivil to 
lea re ym alowe*'* 

<' Q, I bate oerf mooy^as I hate a stuqpb- 
ling horse/' replied the Major. '' Be^lcleSi 
your petson would be with me, and your 
Diiind with tbe<qQl4 meat and reversionary 
pasties.— Whefe if Edi^lj ?'*: ^ . 

^ Gone t9 her room a little evil^i&po* 
sed, I am informedi and laid down in her 
bed for ^.gUff,": said, her, gn^nd mother; 
*^ a$ sQon as »h9 ws^es^f he.^h^U ta^q some 
drops." ' . 

" Poqh I |)Q^ ! sbp's apnly aick of the 
soIdt§rs,!' answered Mj^pf ^ellendei^.-r- 
^* She's n^tac^P^tonaed tose/e one aoqujiint- 
ance led out to beshot, and another march* 
itig off to actoal service with some, chance 
of not finding his way back again. She 
would soon he ^sed to it, if tbe^pivil .war 
wi^re to break out ^gain." , 

" .God ibrbid, brother l\ said I-ady j^lar- 
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" Ay, Heaven fbrbrd, as you say«^^aftd , 
in the mean time, ril take a hit at trick«> 
track with Harrison.'* 

'' He has ridden out, sir,** said Gudjril!) 
^^ to try if he can hear any tidings of the 
battte/* 
" ^* D— n the battle,** said the Major ; •* it 
puts this family as much out of order as if 
there had never been such a thing in the 
country before — and yet there was such a 
place as Kilsythe, John/* 

** Ay, and as Tippcrmuir, youf honour^** 
replied Gudyill, ^* where I was his honour^ 
my late master*s» rear-rank man/' 

^^ And Alford, John, where I command- 
ed the horse; and Innerlo'chy, where I 
was the great Marquis's aid-de*camp ; and 
Auld Earn, and Brig o* Dee." 

"And Philiphaugh, your honour,*^ said 
John. 

'** Umph !** replied the Major ; " the less, 

John, we say about that matter the better/' 

However, being once fairly embarked 

pn the subject of Montrose's campaign^ 
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the M^pr and Jphn Gudyill carried on the 
war so stoutly, as for a considerable time 
to keep at bay the formidable enemy called 
Time, with whom retired veterans, during 
the quiet close of a bustling life, usually 
wage an unceasing hostility, 
. It has been frequently remarked, that 
the tidings of important events fly with a 
celerity almost beyond the power of cre« 
dibility, and that reports, correct in the ge« 
neral point, thoiigh inaccurate in details^ 
precede the certain intelligence^ as if car* 
ried by the birds of the air« Such rumours 
anticipate the reality, not unlike to the 
" shadows of coming events" which occu 
py the imagination of the Highland Seer. 
Harrison, in his ride, encountered sonpie 
such report concerning the event of the 
little, and turned his hprse back to Til- 
lietudlem in great dismay. He made it 
his first business to seek out the Major^ 
and interrupted him in the midst of a pro* 
]ix account of the siege and storm of Dun^- 
dee, with the ejaculation, ^* Heaven send^ 

VOL. HI, F 


J12S tai.es of m7 landlord. 

Major, that we do not see a siege of TilUe^ 
tudlem before we are many days older.*' ' 

" How is that, Harrison ?— what the dc- 
vil do you mean?" exclaimed the astonish^ 
ed veteran, 

** Troth, sir,, there is strong and increa- 
sing belief that Claver'se is clean broken, 
some say killed ; that the soldiers are all 
dispersed, and that the rebels are hasten- 
ing this way, threatening death and. devas- 
tation to a' that will not take the Cove- 
nant/* • 

** I will never believe that,^* said the Me- 
jor, starting on his feet — " I will never be- 
lieve that the Life Guards would retreat be- 
fore rebels ; — and yet why need I say that," 
he continued, checking himself, ^' when I 
have seen such sights myself? — Send out 
Pike, and one or two of the servants, for 
intelligence, and let all the men in the 
Castle and in the village that can be tru^t- 
ed take up arms. This old tower may hold 
them play a bit , if it were but victualled 
and garrisoned, and it commands the pass 
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between the high aitd low countries. — IVb 
lucky I was here. — Go,. muster men, Hsjrr 
risdn. You, Gudyill, look what provisions 
yoa have or can get brought in, and be 
ready, if the news be confirmed, to knock 
down as many bullocks as you have salt 
for.— ^The well never goes dry. — ^Tbere are 
soine old»fashioned guns on the battle- 
ments ; if we had but ammumtioDi we 
should do well enough." 

** The soldiers left some casks of ammu- 
nition at the Grange this morning, to bide 
their return," said Hartison. ' 

^' Hasten, then,'' said the Major, *' and 
bring it into the Castle, with every pike, 
sword, pistil, or gun, that is within our 
•reach ; dont leave so much as a bodkins- 
lucky that I was here. — I will speak t6 my 
sister instantly.** 

Lady Margaret Bellenden was astounded 

4 

at intelligence sp unexpected and so alarm- 
ing; - It bad seemed tocher that the impo* 
sing force which bad that morning lef t4ier 
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wallsi waa sufficient to have routed all the 
disaffected in Scotland, if collected in a 
body ; and her first reflection was upon the 
inadequacy of their own means of reaisfe- 
iince, toaa army strong enough to have de- 
feated dlaverhouse and such select troops. 

*• Woes n>e ! woes me !" said she ; "what 
will all that we can do avail us» brother ?^-^ 
What will resistance do but bring sure de- 
struction on the house, and on the baim 
Edith; for, God knows^ I think nae oh 
my ain auld life.^ 

" Come, sister," said thp Major, "you 
•must not be cast down ; the place is strong, 
the. rebels ignorant and ill-provided; my 
brother's house shall not be made a den of 
thieves and rebels whiles old Miles Bellen* 
den is in it. My hand is weaker than it was, 
but I thank my old grey hairs that I have 
some knowledge of war yet. Here comes 
Pike with intelligence. — What news, 
Pike r Another Philiphaugh job, eh ^ 

"Ay, ay,** said Pike, composedly; «*a 
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total scatterings — I thought this morning 
little gude would come of their new-fan- 
gled gate of slinging their carabines/ 

" Whom did you see ? — Who gave you 
the news V asked the Major. 

^^ O, mair than half-a-dozjen dragoon feU 
lows that are a' on the spur whilk to get 
first to Hamilton. They'll win the race, I 
firarrant them» win the battle wha like.'' 

** Continue your preparations, Harrison ; 
get your ammunition in, and the cattle kill- 
ed. Send down to the borough-town for 
what meat you can get in. We must not 
lose an instant-^-Had not £dith and you, 
sister, bjetter return to Charnwood, while 
we have the means of sending you there r " 
^^ No, brother,^' said Lady Margaret 
looking very pale, but speaking with the 
greatest composure ; ^^ since the auld house 
is to be held out, I will take my cfaance in 
it; I have fled twice from it in my days, 
and I have aye found it desolate of its bra- 
vest and its bonniest when I returned^ isae 
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fhat I will e'en abide liow^ and end my pil«4 
grimage in it/ 

^*It may, on the whole, be the safest 
tourse both for Edith and you,'' siaid the 
Major; " for the whigs will rise all the 
way between this and Glasgow, and make 
your travelling there, or your dwellingat 
Charnwood, very unsafe." 

" So be it, then," said Lady Margaret; 
^' and, dear brother, as the nearest. Mood- 
relation of my deceased husband, I deljyer 
to you, by this symbol, *'-^(here she gave in* 
to his hand the venerable gold*headed ^taff 
of the deceased Earl of Totwood) — ** the 
keeping and government and seneschal'* 
ship of my Tower of Tillietudlem, and the 
appurtenances thereof, 'with full power to 
kill, slay, and damige those who shalt as* 
kail the same,' as freely as I. might do my*- 
self. And I trust you will so defend it, as 
becdmes a house in which his most sicred 
majesty has not disdained" 

^^ Pshaw! sister," interrupted the Ma^ 
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jar^ ^^ we have no time to speak about the 
king and his breakfast just naw1" 

And, hastily leaving the rooni^ he hur* 
ried, with all the alertness of a young mau 
of twenty ^five, to examine the state of his 
garrison, and superintend the measures 
which were necessary for defending the 
place. 

, The Tower of Tillietudlem, having irery 
thick walls, and very narrow windows, ha- 
ying also a very strong court-yard wall, 
with flanking turrets on the only accessi- 
ble side, and rising on the other from the 
very verge of a precipice, was fully capable 
of defence against any thing but a train of 
heavy artillery. 

Famine or escalade was what the garri* 
son had chiefly to fear* For artiller}', the 
top of the Tower was mounted with some 
antiquated wall-pieces, and small cannons, 
.which bore the old-fashioned names of cul- 
verins, sakers, demi-sakers, falcons, and 
falconets. These^ the Major, with the as* 
sistance of John Gudyill, caused to be sca« 
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I^d and loaded, and pointed them so as to 
command the road over the forow of the 
opposite hill by which the rebels must 
advance^ causing, at the same time, two 
or three trees to be cut down, which 
Would have impeded the effect of the ar- 
tillery when it should be necessary to use 
it. With the trunks of these trees^ and 
other materials, he directed barricades to 
be constructed upon the winding avenue 
which rose to the Tower from the high- 
road, taking care that each should com- 
mand the other. The large gate of the 
court*yard he barricadoed yet niore strong^ 
ly, leaving only a wicket open for the con- 
venience of passage. What he had most to 
apprehend, was the slenderness of his gar- 
rison ; for all the efforts of the steward were 
unable to get more than nine men under 
arms, hiitiself and Gudyill included, so 
much tnore popular was the cause of the 
insurgents than that of the government. 
Major Bellenden, and his trusty servant 
Tike, madie the garris^on deven in number, 
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of whom (me half were old hktu The 
rouod dozen might iadeed have been made 
up, would Lady Margaret have consented 
that Goose Gihbie should again take up 
armSi But she recoiled from the proposal, 
when moved bj Gudyill, with sueh abhor* 
rent recollection of the former achieve- 
ments of that luckless cavalier, that she 
declared she would rather the Castle were 
ilost than that he were to be enrolled in the 
defence of it. With eleven men^ hQwever, 
himself included. Major Bellenden deter- 
mined to hold out the place to the utter*- 
most# 

The arrangements for defence were not 
made without the degree of fracas inci* 
dental to such occasions. Women shrieked, 
cattle bellowed, d<^ howled, men ran to 
and fro, cursing and swearing without in* 
termission, the lumbering of the old guns 
backwards and forwards shook the battle- 
ments, the court resounded with the hasty 
gallop of . messengers who went and re- 
turned upon errands of importance, aud 

r2 
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the din' of warlike preparatioit waci mm* 
gled with thie sounds of female^Iatri<9iitft« 
tion. 

* Such a Babel of discjord might h^ve 
awakened the slumbers of the very dead, 
and| therefore, was not lon^g ere it dispel- 
led the abstracted re verres of Edith Bel- 
leiiden. ' She sent out Jenny to bnng b^ 
the eaiise of the tumult which' shook the 
castle to its very basis ; but Jeunyi ooce 
engaged' in the bustlings tide, found so 
much to ask and to hear that she forjgot 
the State of anxious linbertainty in which 
she had left her young mistress. Having 
no' pigeon to dismiss in pursuit of inforiha* 
tion when her raven-mesbenger bad failed 
to return with it, Edith was compielled to 
venture in quest of it out of the ark of her 
0W9 chamber into the deluge of confu^kai 
whidh overflowed the rest of. the castle 
Six voices speaking at once/ informed her, 
in reply to her first enquiry, that Claver^se 
and all his men were killed, and that ten 
thousand whigs were marching to besiege 
the castle^ headed by John Balfour of Bur- 
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ley^ young Milawood, and Caddie Head« 
rigs^ This strange association of .persons 
seemed to infer the falsehood of the whole 
$tory, and yet the general bustle in the 
q^a^tle intimated that danger was certainly 
apprehended* 

** Where is Lady Margaret?'' was 
Edith's second question. 

" In. her oratory," wa3 the reply j a cell 
adjoining to. the old chapel in which the 
good pid Jady was wont to. spend. the 
greater part of the days destined by the 
rules of the Episcopal Church to devo* 
tipi^al . observancesi as also the anniveraa* 
sies of those on which she had lost her bus- 
band and her childreui and> finally, those 
.hours, in which a deeper and more solemn 
address to Heaven was called for^ by na^ 
tional or domestic calamity. 

" Where, then/' said Edith, much alarm- 
,ed, "is Major Bellenden ?'' 

^VOn the battlements of the Towner, .ma- 
i dam,^ pointing the cannon," was the reply. 

To the battlements, therefore^ she made 
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Tier Way, impeded by a thousand obstacles, 
and found the old gentleman, in the midst 
of his natural military element, command- 
ing, rebuking, encouraging, instructing, 
and exetcising all the numerous duties of 
a good governor. 

" In the name of God, what is the mat- 
ter, uncle ?" exclaimed Edith. 

** The matter, my love ?* answered the 
Major coolly, as, with spectacles on his 
nose, he examined the position of a gun — 
" the matter ? — Why — raise her breech a 
thought more, John Gudyill — the matter ? 
Why, Claver*se is routed, my dear, and the 
whigs are coming down upon us in force, 
that's all the matter/' 

" Gracious powers !" said Edith, whose 
eye at that instant caught a glance of the 
road which ran up the river, " and yonder 
they come/' 

" Yonder ? where ?' said the veteran, 
and, his eyes taking. the same direction, 
beheld a large body' of horsemen coming 
down the path, •' Stand to your guns, my 


OLD MORTALITT. 1S3 

lads,'* Was the first exclamation; "we'll 
make them pay toll as they pass the heugb. 
—But stay, stay, these are certainly the 
Life Guards/' 

" O no, uncle, no," replied Edith ; " see 
hour disorderly they ride, and how ill they 
keep their ranks ; these cannot be the fine 
soldiers who left us this morning." 

** Ah, my dear girl !** answered the 
Major, ** you do not know the difference 
between men before a battle and after a 
defeat; but the Lifq Guards it is, for I see 
the red and blue and the King's colours. I 
am glad they have brought them off, how- 


ever/* 


His opinion was confirmed as the troop« 
ers approached nearer, and finally halted 
on thie road beneath the Tower; while 
their commanding officer, leaving them to 
breathe and refri|sh their horses, hastily' 
rode up the hill. * 

«« It is Claverhouse, sure enough,** said 
the Major ; ^^ I am glad he has escaped, 
but he has lost his famous black horse* 
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Xet Lady Margaret know, John Gudyill; 
X>rder some refreshments ; get oats for the 
soldiers* horses ; and let us to the hall, 
Edith, to meet him. I surtni&e wcr ahall 
hear )>ut indiff(0rettt tiews/' 
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CHAPTER VII. 

With ctrdess gesture, mind onmoviedy 
Off rede he lUMtb tbe phiiii» 
. . His leem in thraog of freest .ftri^ 
When winner aye the same. 

Hdrdyknute, 

■ • » • 

; Colonel GaAHAicE of Claverhduse met 

the familyi assembled in the hair of the 

Tower» with the same serenity and the 

same courtesy which had graced his man* 

fiers in the morning. He had even had the 

composure to rectify in part, the disorders 

of his dress; to wash the signs of battle 

from his face and hands; and did not ap« 

pear more disordered in his exterior thaa 

if returned from a morning ride. * 

'' I am grieved. Colonel Grahame,'* said 

the reverend old lady, the tears trickling 

down her face, ** deeply grieved.'' 

7 
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" And I am grieved, my dear Lady Mar« 
garet," replied Claverhouse, ^* that this 
misfortune may render your remaining at 
Tillietudlem dangerous for you» especially 
considering your recent hospitality to the 
King's troops, and your well-known loyal- 
ty. And I came here chiefly to request 
Miss Bellenden and you to accept my 
escort (if you will not scorti that of a poor 
runaway) to Glasgow, from whence I wtft 
see you safely sent either to Edinburgh of 
to Dumbarton Castle, a^ you shall think 
best." 

*^ I am much obliged to you. Colonel 
Grahame," replied Lady Margaret, ^^ but 
my brother, Major Bellenden, has taken 
on him the responsibility of holding out 
this house against the rebels ; and^ please ' 
God, they shall never drive Margaret Bel* 
lenden from her ain hearth^stane while 
there's a brave man that, says becaade* 
fend it." 

''And will Major Bellenden undertake 
this?" said Claverhouse hastily^ a joyful 

10 
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%^t glancing from his dark eye as he 
turned it on the veteran, — " Yet why 
should I question it ? it is of a piece with 
the rest of his life. — But have you the 
means. Major ?"" 

'' Ally but men and provisions, with 
which we are ill supplied/* answered the 
Major. 

" As for men/* isaid Claverhoiise, *^ I 
will leave you a dozen or twenty fellows 
who will make good a breach against the 
devil. It will be of the utmost service, it 
you can defend the place but a week^ 
and by that time you must surely be re-^ 
lieved.*^ 

" I will make it good for that space, 
Colonel,** replied the Major, " with twenty- 
five good men and store of ammunition', if 
we should gnaw the Boles of our shoes fot 

« 

hunger; but I trust we shall get in provi* 
sions from the country." 

** And, Colonel Grahame, if I might 
presume a request,*^ sVid Lady Margaret, 
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f ' I would entreat th»t Serjeant Fraivcis 
Stuart might command the auxiliaries 
whom you are so good as to add to the gar« 
rison of our people; it may serve tp legijti* 
mate his promotion, and I have a prejudice 
in favour of his noble birth.*' * 

• f^ The Serjeant's wars are ended, mar 
dam/^ said Grahame, in an unaltered, tone, 
V and he now needs no promotion that aa 
earthly master. can giv^/^ ...... , 

. ^VPardon me/' said Major BelleiKi en, (a«r 
king Claverhouse by the arm, and turning 
him away from the. ladies, ^* but I am ap^ 
ous for my friends ; I fear you have pthei: 
and more important los^. I observe, an« 
other oiBcer carries your^nephew's ataiid«» 

** You are right, Major £ellendeii,''.aa« 
Vwered Claverhouse firmly ; " my nephew 
is no more. He has died in his duty a9 be* 
came him." 

'* Great God r exclaimed the Ma^or, 
** how unhappy ! — the handsome, gallant* 
high-spirited youth r 


.< 
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- ^^ He Was, iadeedj all you say," answer- 
ed Claverhouse ; '^ poor Richard was to me 
as an eldest. son; the 'ap|>le of my eye, and 
my de8tine4 heir ; but he diied in his diity, 
ami I -—I — Major Bellendcn"— (he wrung 
the Major's hand hard as' he. spoke)— -I live 
to &v^iige hiai/* 

' ^* Cob>i:iel Grahame,^; said the :affectiDn- 
ate veteran, his eyes:filling with tears, ** I 
atn glad to see you bear this misfortune 
with such fortitude/' 
' ** i am not a selfish man," reph'ed Cla« 
verbouse, ** though the world will tell 
you otherwise ; t am not selfish either in 
my hopes or fears, my joys or sorrows. I 
have not been seve.re for myself, or grasps 
ing fi^r myself, or ambitious for myself^ 
The service of my master and the good of 
tiie country is what I have tried to aim at. 
I may, perhaps, have driven severity into 
cruelty, but I acted for the best ; and now 
I will not yield to my; own feelings a 
deeper sympathy than I have given to 
those of others," 
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** I am astonished at your foTtitudc un- 
der all the unpleasant circumstances of 
this affair," pursued the Major. 

** Yes/* replied Claverhouse, " my ene- 
mies in the council will lay this misfortune 
to my charge — I despise their accusations* 
They will calumniate me to my sovereign 
— I can repel their charge. The public 
enemy will exult in my flight — I shall 
find a time to shew them that they exult 
too early. This youth that has fallen stood 
betwixt a grasping kinsman and my inhe- 
ritance, for you know that my marriage- 
bed is barren ; yet, peace be with him ! the 
eountry can better spare him than your 
friend Lord Evandale, who» after behaving 
very gallantly , has^ I fear^ also fallen." 

*« What a fatal day !" ejaculated the 
Major. ** I heard a report of this, but it 
was again contradicted ; it was added, that 
the poor young nobleman's impetuosity 
had occasioned the loss of this unhappy 
field.'^ 


OLD MOBTAUTT. 141 

'* Not SO, Major,** said Grahame ; *f let 
the living ofEcers bear the blame, if there 
be any, and let the laurels flourish untarr 
nisfaed on the grave of the fallen. I do 
not, however, speak of Lord £vandale's 
death as certain ; but krlled, or prboner, t 
fear he must be. Yet he was extricate4 
from the tumult the last time we spoke 
together. We were then on the point of 
leaving the field with a rear-guard of 
scarce twepty men ; the rest of the reg'v* 
ment were almost dispersed." 

^' They have rallied again soon," said the 
Major, looking from the window on the 
dragoons, who were feeding their horses an^ 
refreshing themselves beside the brook. 

" yes/' answered Claverhouse, "my 
blackguards had little temptation either 
to desert, or to struggle farther than they 
were driven by their first panic. There is 
Sfn^ll friendship and scant courtesy be* 
.tween them and the l)oor$ of this country ; 
every village they pass is Ukel; to rise oii 
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tliem, and so the scoundrels are driven 
back to their colours by a wht)lesome ter- 
ror of spits, pike-staves, hay-forks, and 
broom-sticks.— But rioMr let us talk about 
your, plans and want^, and the means or 
corresponding with you. To tellyou the 
truth, I doubt being able to make a long 
Stand at Glasgow, even when I have joined 
my Lord Ross ; for this transient and acci- 
dental success of the fanatics will raise the 
devil through all the western counties.** - 

They then discussed Major Bellenden's 
means of defence^ and settled a plan of 
correspondence, in case a general insur- 
rection took place, as was to be expected* 
Claverhouse renewed his offer to escort 
the ladies to a place of safety; but,' all 
things considered, Major Bellenden thought 
they would be in equal safety at Tillietu- 
diem. 

The Colonel then took a polite leave of 
Lady Margaret and Miss Bellenden, assu- 
ring them, that, though be was l-elu^tantly 
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ehliged to leave them for the present in 
dangerous circumstances, yet his earliest 
means should be turned to the redemption 
of his character as a good knight and truej 
and that they might speedily rely on hear* 
ing from or seeing him. 

Full of doubt and apprehension. Lady 
Margaret was little able to reply to a 
speech so much in unison with her usual 
expressions and feelings, but contented 
herself with bidding Claverhouse farewell^ 
and thanking him for the succours which, 
he had promised to leave them. Edith 
loi^ged to enquire the fate of Henry Mor- 
ton, but could find no pretext for doing 
so, and could only hope that it had made 
a subject of some part of the long private 
communication which her uncle had held 
with Claverhouse. On this subject, how- 
ever, she was disappointed ; for the old 
cavalier was so deeply immersed in the 
.duties of his new office, that he had scarce 
said a single word to Claverhouse, except* 
ing upon military matters, and most pro- 
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Jbably Would have been equally forgetful 
i>ad th/e fate of his own son, instead of his 
friend's, lain in the balance. 

Claverhouse now descended the ban^ 
on. which the castle is founded, in order to 
put bis troops again in motion, and Major 
Bellenden accompanijed him to receive the 
tdeMchment who were to be left in the 
Tower. 

" I sh?ill leave Inglis with you/^ said 
jClaverbouse, ^' for, as I am situated, I can- 
itot spare an officer of rank; it is all we 
^an do, by our joint efforts, to keep the 
men together. But should any of our 
fnissing officers make their appearance I 
Authorise you to detain them, for my fel- 
lows can with difficulty be subjected to 
.atiy other authority." 

His troops being now drawn up, he 
]plcked out sixteen men by name, and com- 
mittied them to thp command of Corporal 
Ipglis, whom he promoted to the rank of 
^eije^nt upon the spot 

^* A»4 hftrk yie, gentlemen," was his con- 


OLD HdRTALITr. - 145 


eluding harangutf, ^^ I lea^ yoii to defend 
the house of a lady, and imder tlie com* 
tnand of her bretfatr, Major BeHeodofTi a 
faithful servant of the King* You are to 
behave bravelj^ soberly, regularly, and 
obediently, and each of you-ahall be hand^ 
tevely rewarded on my return to relieve 
thegarriMn. In€Aseofimitt&y,eowardi€e9 
neglect of duty, or the sl^htest excess in 
tW family^ the provoat-marshal ami CQtd 
—you knew I keep nty word for good 
ittdeviK'^ 

Me touched hi» hat at hie bade tbeni 
adieu, and shook handa cordially wttfa Ma^ 
jorBettendcn. 

w Adieu,** he ia?d, " my stout-hearted 
eid frtend! Good luck be with you^ and 
better ttmey to us both*** 
• The horsemen whom lie commanded 
had been once more reduced to tolerable 
wdvby the e!scertions of Major All^n, and, 
tfaougti shorn of their splendour, and with 
their gildmg aH besmirt^hed, made a much 

VOL. Ill* o 
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inpre regular and military appearance x>ti 
ie^vii)g» for tbe second time, tbe Tower of 
prrllietttdlem, than wben they.«ret|»mi34 to 
itaftcr their rout. , 

; Major fiellend^n, now left ;to his. own 
resources, sent out several videttes, both 
to. obtain sup]>lies^of provisioii)i> «n4 e«|M^ 
ciaily of mealy ^ai^. to get knowledgo.^f 
the motions, of the :€nemy. All the wsm 
be could collect oft ^Skt second si«bj«cA 
tended to prov^i that thejnsuripcaite meai^ 
to remain on the afield of battle for.tiiat 
night But they, also^ had abroad -their 
detachments and adyanced guaifds to fsolr 
leqt supplies, and great was the doubt land 
distress of those who received cofitmry 
orders in the name of the King jmd' in 
that of the Kirk ; the one coiQman4iBg 
them to send |>rovisions to victual the em- 
tle of Tillietttdlemi and the other enjoining 
them to forward supplies to the camp of 
the godly professors of true religion, now 
in arms for the cause of covenanted »«* 
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foraiattoHi (M^ently. pitched at Drutifclagt 
4igb to Loudoiirliill. Each ranmioiit closed 
withtadenAineiationof fire and »irord if 
it was neglected^ for neither party could 
Qonfidti so far. in the loyalty or zeal of those 
whom, they addf eased, as. to hope they 
^voAd pact with their properJgr upon other 
tjBrins, vSo that, the poor people knew not 
what hind to turn themselvea to; and, to 
say. truth, Ahere were some who turned 
themselves to niof^e ^aii one. , 
f <*Thir kittle times, will drive the wisest 
o' us difcft>*' said Niel Blane, the prudent 
liost of the Howff ; ** but J'se aye keep a 
4^01 sough* — Jenny, what meal is in the 
girncl?'* ... 

" Four hows, o* aitmeal, twa bows o' 
:bear,^ and twa bows o' pease," was Jenny's 
reply. 

** Aweel, hinny," continued Niel Blane, 
sighing deeply,.. V. let Bauldie drive, the 
pense and. heap meal to the camp at Drum:- 
clog^^be's a whig, and was the auld gude- 
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wife 8 plcughnuB-^tlie masMuip baniiockf 
will suit their moosltod ^tamaoha w«el 
He maun say it's the last uBce o^ meal id 
the bouse, of, if be scruples to tell a Ke^ 
(as it's na likdy he will when it's for the 
gude a' the house,) he may wait till Dun* 
can Gleiii tbe apld drunk trooper, . drives 
up the aitmpal to Tiilietudlem, wi* my 
dutiftt' service to my Leddy and the Ma- 
jor,: and I baena ^s muckle }eCt as wiU 
mak my parriteh ; and, if Dunean ma- 
nage rigbt, 111 gi'e him a tass o^ whisky 
shall m^k the blue low come out at bis 
moatb.'' 

** And what are we to eat oursiels tbea, 
father, when we hae sent awa' iho bail 
meal in the ark and the gimel ^V 

** We maun gar wbeat*flour serve us for 
a blink,'' said Niel, in a tone of resigna- 
tion; *' it's no that ill i^od, though &x 
frae being sae hearty or kindly to a Scoteb* 
man's 8tam,aGb as the ourney aitaseat is ; 
the Englisbers live amaist. upon't ; bat,, to 


b0 wre> the jpock-^iddingi ken nae bet* 
ten" — 

While the prudent and petcefol (indca«* 
tDured, like Niel B^ane, to make fkir tn/ea* 
Iher with both partiea, tho«e who had 
mpre public {^r psitty) apiriti b^n to take 
Sirmis on all aides* Tb^ royalista in th^ 
oountrjr were not nuinerdns^ biit were re» 
f (>eet)abliB irom their fortune and influence^ 
being chiefly landed proprietors of ancient 
desc^nt^ wboi with their brothersi cousinsi 
and dependatitSi to the tiinth generation^ 

tu well aa their domestic servanti, fbrmed 

- ■ 

atort of 0iiUtia» capable of defending their 
own. peel«hottses. agiiinst detached b<»dies 
of the insurgents^ of resisting t^eir de^ 
maAd of siippties^ and intercepting thos* 
whicli ^ere sent to the presbyteriah oaqip 
byothersk The newt that the Tower of Til*' 
lietttdlem was to be defended agaitist tbt 
insurgents, afforded gre^it courage and sup^- 
port to these: feudilvoluntbersi who con^ 
sidered it as a strpng«-hqld to which they 
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might retread in case iishoujd become itn<^ 
possible for them to mainjtain the desultory 
war they were now abont to wage. 
. On the bthei' hai3d» ttie towns^ the viU 
lagesi the farm-housiets, the propierties of 
sihatl heritors; sent forth n^imerous re* 
cruits to the presbyterian interest. These 
men had been the principal sufferers du- 
ring the oppression of the time/ Their 
minds were frettedi soured, and driven to 
desperation, by the various exactions and 
cruelties to which they had been subject^ 
ed ; atidi although by no mis^ans united 
among themselves; 'either concerning the 
purpose of this formidable insurrection, or 
the means by which that purpose was to 
be obtained/ most considemd it as a door 
opened by Providence td obtain' the liber* 
ty of conscience of which they had been 
long deprived, and to shake therosetves 
free of a ^ tyranny, directed both a^^nst 
body and soul. Numbers of these* men, 
thef eforci took up arms, and; in the phrase 
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1^1 


of their time tad party, prepared to cAst 
in their lot with the victors of Loudon* 

hill. 


*• - 
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CHAPTER VUL 

A o n t a ii I do not like the man : He is a heathcp^ 
And speaks the language of Canaan truly. 

TVibulatknu You must await his calling, and the comiag 
Of the good spirit. You did iU to upbraid him. 

TkeAlckmiti. 

Wz keivLth to Henry Morton whom we 
left on the Held of battle. He was eating, 
by one of the watch-fires^ his portion of 
the provisions which ha^ beep distribju ted 
to the army, and musing d^ply on th« 
path which he wa$ next to pursue, wheii 
Burley suddenly came up to him, accom- 
panied by the young minister, whose ex* 
hortation after the victory had produced 
suph a powerful effect* 

** Henry Morton," said Qalfour, abrupt* 
ly, ** the council of the army of the Cove* 
nant^ cqnfiding that the son of Silas Moff 


ton CM titver pMve a lukewtnn Ltodi^ 
cead, or an indifferent Gallio, in this great 
day, have notnidated you to be a captain 
of their host, with the tight of a vote in 
their oounctly and all authority fitting for 
to officer 'wh6 is to command Cbriitian 
men/' 

^V Mr Balfour/' replied Morton^ without 
hesitation, ** I feel this mark of confidenccr, 
aad it ; is not surprising that a natural 
Aetiie of tbe injuries of my coa^itryi not to 
meiitioft those I have sustained in my own 
f^rsoUy stioold make me suificiently wiU'- 
bg to draw my sword for liberty and free* 
dom of conscience. But I will own to 
you, that I niust be better satisfied^ don* 
e«fning the principles on which you bot** 
tMn your cause ere I esin agre6 to take a 
e^mmand amongst you." 

'*^ Ami ea^ you doubt of otir priiieiples,'* 
answered Burley, ** since we have slated 
them to be the reformation both of church 
and state, the rebuilding of the decayed 
sanctuary^ -tlie gathering of the dispersed 
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aftiats, and the destruction af. the.miin of 


^ • 


' ** I will own frankl/i Mr Batfour," r«? 
plied* Mofton,^^' much of this sortiOf.latiy 
guage, whichi I ob^rv!e, is 'so powerfcil 
with others^ is entirely lost on me^ lk\% 
proper yon should be aware of this bcfoipe 
we commune further, together*'' ^ (The 
young clergyman here groaned^ deeply.) 
** I distress you^ sir/' said Morton ; *' hut, 
perhaps, it is because you will «ot hear>me 
out. I i»r6re the Scriptures as deeply jM 
you. or any Christian can do. I look into 
them with humblt hope of extracting a 
role of conduict' atid a law of salvation. 
But I expect to find this by an examina- 
tion of their general tenor, and of the s^pi- 
ri t which they unifoi!mly breathe, :and not 
by .wresting parti eular passages from their 
conte^sLt, or by the applipaition of Scriptu* 
jal phrases to circumstances and events 
with which they have often \^ry al^ndiir 
relation/' t, . , , 

; The divine, whose name, was Ephraiin 
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Macbriar, SMiUNed , n^QCked Mid tiximdei^ 
struck, with tlus deciaratioOi and was about 
to remonstrate.. -.'* 

..^Hush,'Ephiaimr laid Burlcy, «' re- 
member he is but as a babe in swaddling^ 
clothes.-**Listen to me> . Morton. I: Will 

A 

apeak to thee in the worldly language ^of 
thatcarnal reason, which is, for;tfae pre- 
sent, thy bUnd aiid imperfect guide. What 
is the object for which thou art content to 
draw thy sword ? Is it not that the churcll 
and state sl)ould b!9» r^formed-^by thefree 
voice of a^free parliamQpt^ with such lawa 
as shall hereafter prevent the executive 
government from spillingtlie blood, tortus 
ring and imprisoning ^theperaons, jsxhaust^ 

1 » 

hig th^ estates^ and trisBafpting upon the 
consciences of men. at thdr.awn wicked 
pleasure r*' 

^* Most certainly^'' said^Morton.; ^* suicb 
I esteem legitimate causes of warfare^ ai|d 
for such Twill fight wlwlc. I can widd a 
sword.'' : ^ ; \ * 

** Nay, but/' said jViAcbviar, *^ yehandte 
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this matter tM tenderly, nbr iHll tny ccfn- 
•iMBce permit me to ferd ^r daub-over 
the causes of divine wrath* * ' ^ ■ 

r 

« f^pieace^ Sphraim Mltcbriarj*' again In- 
terrupted Burley. 

^* I^iU not peaee,** said the yoting roan. 
^ la it not the cause of toy Master who 
has aent me ? Is it not a profane and an 
I^stian destroying 6f his authority, usur- 
Jetton of hta power, denial of his name» to 
l^oe either King or parliament in his 
place as the master and governor of Ins 
household, the adulterous husband of his 

** You speak well,'' said Burley, drag* 
gii>g htdi aside, ''but not wisely; your 
own ears birve heard this night it dounctl 
how thia Mattered remna^nt are broken 
and divided, and would ye now make a 
tsdl of toparation between them ? Would 
ye build a wall with unslaeked mortar?^ 
tf a foxf go up, it will breach if.**- 

^* I know,'' said the young clergyman, 
ki rtpl^i '.'that thou art feithful^ honest, 
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Mdzeakm^ :evcai>unto alayiBg; bn^ be« 
Ueve me, this worldly crafty this tempori* 
zing with mjd aoil witli itifirmityi is ia it* 
tdf a fftHingitway^ iukLI Crar me Htaven 
will not honour us to do much more for 
His giory^ when we seek to catnal oinniog 
and to a fle^ly arm* Theiaaotified end 
must be wrought by sancti6ed means." 

«' I t^l thee/' answered Balfour, '' thy 
aeal is too rigid in this matter ; we cannot 
yet. do without the help of the Laodiceans 
and the Erastiaaa; we must endure ib# ti 
space the indulged in the midst of the 
council— the sons of Zeruiah^re y^t too 
strong for us.** 

'« I tell thee I like it itot^*' said Mac- 
:bi:iar). ''Odd cam work ddim ance ^by a 
few as well as by a multitude. The host 
of the faithful that waa broken upon Pen t- 
hmdrfaUls, pasd but the fitting penalty of 
adcnowkdg^doi; the carnal iotereat of that 
tyrant and opjureasdr, Charles Stuart*" 

,*• WtUr then,'' said Balfour, " thou 
k^weat the Itealing lesohitiott that the 

8 
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cMneil have ado]pted to make a eompre-^ 
bending declaration, that may suit the ten- 
der consciences of all who groan under the 
yoke of our present oppressors;. Return to 
the council if thou wilt, and get' than to 
recall it, and send forth one upon\narrow4 
er grounds. But abide not "here to hinder 
my gaining over this youtli' whom my soul 
travatl&for; his name alone will call faith 
hundreds to our banners/' ^ 

^ ^^> Do as tbou wilt, thien/^ said Macbriar ; 
If but I will not assist to mislead the youtb^ 
nor bring him into jeopardy of life,, unlesi 
upon such grounds as will ensuije his etef* 
nal reward/' 

Hie more' artful Balfour then dismisised 
^e impatient preaciher^ and returned tahhi 
proselyte. . . : 

; That we may be enabled to dtspensie 
with detailing atrlength the arguments by 
-Which he urged Morton to join the insur- 
gents^ we shall take this opportunity to 
give a brief sketch of the person by whom 
they were used^and the motives wbkh he 


IOl^ for iftlftrestiiig himself 90 deeply in the 
cwvenioja .of ymng Mprtop tp ii(s cattse* 
- Ji^.a B{4f€»tr .of . KinloQb, : or. Btvrley^ for 
lif j$ dei|gnat^4 both wfty^ in. the hi«|of ie9 
»ii4 proclamations .of that ixiQlaiicjIioty pe* 
W A .was ca ; g^n tlc^qian .of . some for j;ttne» 

^^.o§ gfiQdhmly$ in tbe/^PUAty of,Fife» 

and li94 bf en* a^JioldUet from bis youth up? 

ward. , Jn, the, yomtger part of his Jife h^ 

had htfin wild and licenttws, but bad early 

}a^d ■ asidei ; ppen proQig^ey^ and embraced 

Ijie strMat :k«s9its, : of .Calvinism. Unfo^ 

tjiMtply, habits 9f?xcc8f and intenip^rr 

ance wQiB^^Uipre easily rooted Qut of his 

darki .saturnine^ and enterprising „ spirit; 

tliaii the vices of jf^vengoi and ambitiopi 

wluch continu^ notwjiths.landing his ,re- 

ligious prpfessipnsi to exercise no, 9Q)all 

«way. over his .mind. . D^rjUig in design^ 

precipits^te and violent . in execution^ and 

going to the very extremis of the mpitt 

rigid recusancy, it was his ambition to 

place himself at the head of the presbyte* 

jian interest. : .. . , . J . 
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To atteitt this emittencd uki^ng tiM 
whigi, h« bad been active in' attending 
their conventiclen, ainl tMte tban otace 
had commanded them when they kppfsmtbA 
in artnsi and beaten off the fofceft Mbt t» 
disperse them. At length, the gratifiea^ 
tion of bis own fierce ^thviiasmy joined 
n$ some si^, with motive^ of private te^ 
venge» placed him at the head of that pa^ 
ty who assassinated 4!be Primate of ^t^s^ 
land, as the author of the sofferings of the 
p#ei^yterians. Die violent measures adc^t^ 
ed by government to revenge this deed, not 
on the perpetrators only, but dn the whole 
professors of the religion to which they 
belonged^ together with long previous sufl 
ferings, without any prospect of delivel^ 
ance, except by force of arms, octdoikmid 
the insurrection^ which^ as we have already 
seen, commenced by the defeat of Clavor^ 
house in the bloody skkmish of hd^dc^ 
hill. 

But Burley, notwithstanding the Sfaar* 
he had in the victory, was far from foding 


' • 


hiamtHMthl^ wmnnt ivhich his aiDbUioii 
' wned §kU Thia Vtsal partly owing to the yi», 
mps opiQioM eatfertoiacd lamaiig the in^' 
t«i9eiil9 .cadoerniag the munler of Awh» 
bifhop Sfaarpe. Thi^ mote vioient among 
\hAm did indwd approve of thia Aet as a. 
deed of juatnc€» executed upon 4 peraeott'^. 
tor of (}.od*8 cburGh through the inamediatft 
inapifatiom of : the Deity: ; but the greater 
part of the preabitterLatis diao^oed the daed 
■^ a crime highly culpable, although they, 
adisitted^^ that the A^chbishop'i puoiah^^ 
n^&t bail by ad meana exceeded hia de*- 
9eita« The insurgents differed in another 
amiii point, which baa been already touch- 
ed upon^ The mpre ^arm and extravagant 
&]iatios condemned, aa gnilty of a pusilfat**. 
ftiwoua Aipudonm^nt of tiie rights of the. 
ehtircfai those preachers tnd congregations 
who Wiprecontepted, in any manner, to ex«t 
etQiaetl^r religion through the permiastoti 
of the ruling go vernoient* Tbis, they aiid, 
WAa.absQ|ttt4&^^fci^^is°^» ^f subjection^of 
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the acfaurcb of Q^ta the teguktions (^:ain 
eartbly goT^minent, and dierefore but one 
degree better than prelacy or po|>ery,~ 
Again, themore moderate party were con- 
tent to allow the king^s title. to the tfaroner 
and^ in secular affairs, to acknowledge his 
authority) so long as it was exercised with 
dne regard to the liberties of the suliyec^ 
and in conformity, to the laws of the realm. 
But the tenets of the wilder set, called^ 
from their leader Richard Cameroui by the 
name of Cameronians^ went the length of 
disowning the reigning monarchy and every 
one of his successors who should, not ac-: 
knowledge the Solemn .League and Co ve- 
nsCnt. . The seeds, of disunion were^ ther^* 
fore, thickly sown in this ill'^fated partgr; 
and Balfour, however enthuiiastioy and 
however much attached to the. most vki- 
lent of those tenets which we have notice^ 
saw nothing but ruin to. the general oaute^ 
if they :were insisted on during this oiisis» 
ivhen unity was of so muchconmq|ueiioe«' 
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HiBBce he disapproved, as we have seen, of 
the honest, doiinnight^ and afd^t zehl of 
Mwbriar^ and was dxtrettely .desirims to< 
receive the assisita^oe oi the moderate par- 
tyi of predbyteriiaiiii in the imxiiediate over* 
throw of the government,; with the hope 
of being hereafter able to dictate to them 
what should be substita ted in its place. 
- He wasj on this ^account, particularly 
anxious to secure the accession of Henry 
IMbrton to the - cause of the - insurgents. 
The memory of his father was^ generally 
esteemed among the presbyterians ; and, 
as few persons of any decent quality luid 
^in^ the insurgents, this young man's fa- 
mily ;aad prospects were such as almost en- 
steted hia bdng dK»en a leader, Thrmigh 
MortonV means, as being the son of hts 
^ascient /comrade, Bmrley^ conceived he 
might :edb^9cise some influence- over the 
.moreMiberal ]^art of the^armyi and ulti^ 
matelyj:^ perhaps, ^ ingratiate himself so Hut 
witfait^m,»as totbeehosoi.commnder'-in* 
chief, which was the mark a^ which hisf 
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ftflibition aiitted^i He faa4» th^fbfoife^ with^ 
put waitial; tiH Miny diher person took up 
tke Mibject, Exalted to the Coimpil the ta^ 
If ttts ami diapoaiticM of Mortoo, aod easily 
ofetiuiicd bis elevation to the patiofiii rank 
p{ a. leader in; this dituttited attd undiaeW 
pUocd army. 

The arguments by whieh Bilfour prelt» 
ed Moiton to accept of this dangerous pro* 
oi^tibD^ as soon as \tk had gotten ^id of 
hi* less artful and more unconiproflsiftAg; 
companion) Macbriar, were suffictraitly att^ 
f\il and urgent. He did not affect either 
to deny;or disguise that the sentiments 
which he himself entertained concerning 
<^rch-government| wMt as &r as those 
of the preacher whp had juat left, thenti 
Qut he urgufdi tfaait ^henthe afiWa of tht 
nation were at snob A. desperate criiis^ mi* 
nilte jdifiereslcc ^ opinion sbonidnot prc« 
vtttit those who, in general^ wished wdl 
to . their oppressed country* front drawing 
their swords in its behalf; Many of the 
subJQcIs! of division, u, fsr eiduapieft th&t 
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cbucdiriiiBg the IiMkilgeiice itself, arosCt 
be <>bserved| oii^t of ckcutiMtances wbiefa 
Yout^ ce^ae taexisUprorickd their attempt 
to free the epufitry sheul^ be suceessftil, 
seetBg tba4 the presbjterjTi being in. that 
case tFiompbanty would need to make nd 
ittch compromise with the gorerament^ 
a»d, consequently, with the abolitioh of 
the Indulgence, all discussion of its lega1i% 
if woaiM be at once endedk Ht insisted 
aiMb and strongly upon the necessity of 
taking acivantage of this iarourable crisis,' 
upon the certainty of their being joined by 
tiie foree of the whole western shires, and 
upon the gross guilt whioh those wouM 
incur, who, seeing the distress of the coun^^ 
hy, and the increasing tyranny with which 
it was governed, should, iVom ftar or in- 
diffitrence, withhold their active aid from 
the good' cause* 

Morton wanted not these arguments to 
inchice. him to join in any insurrection, 
which might appear to have a feasible 
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prospect of freedom, to the country. - He 
doubted, indeed, greasy ^h^tfaer the pi!e^ 
tent attempt was likely to be supported by 
the strength sufficient to ensure su^ceess^ or 
by the wisdom and libisrality of spirit ne<i 
cessary to make a good use of the advaota** 
ges that might be^gaioed. Upon the whole; 
however, considering the wrongs he had 
jrersonajly endured, and those which he had 
seen daily inflicted on his fellow-subjeots ; 
meditating also upon the precarious jsnd 
dangerous situation in which 4ie alreajdy 
stood with relatioh to the govemm^ent, he 
conceived himself, in ev^ry point of ^iew, 
called upon to join the body of presbyte* 
rians already in armjs. 

But, while he expressed 4o JBurieyr his 
acquiescence in the vote wluch bad named 
him a leader among the insurgents, andm 
member of their council of war, it was not 
without a qualification* 

'^ I am willing,'' he said^ ** to contribute 
every thing within my limited power to ef- 

11 
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feqt the «ii)aQcipati<m pfiiny cQUAtry. B^t 
do not inistatce me, 1 .4i8a|>prove« in the 
utmost d^re^, of the actHW in which thtt 
l»ipg}Seemft to have originated, and no ar- 
gnnifnits. should ioduce meto join it^ if it 
if to be cmfied op by ^uch measuyea >aa 
tfai^ with which it has cpmineQced/' 
I : Burley'a blood rtisbed.to bis face^ ginog 
a ruddy and dark glow to his swartl^ 
brqw* 

5 ^ Yo^. mean/' be said> in a. voice whiqh 
he 44ssigsied should not betray any emo* 
4i#n~^* Yoi» mean the death of James 
5harpe?*V 

" Frankly,** answered Morton, " such 
is my meaning/* ' • » 

: " You imagine, then/* said Burley, '* that 
the Almighty, in times of difBoulty, does 
not raise iip instruments; to deliver his 
church from her Qp|>ressors? You are of 
opinion that the justice; of an execution 
consists, not in the extent of the sufferer's 
crime, or in his having merited punish- 
men4^ or in the wholesome and salutary ef- 
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ftci wbieb that example is! fileely to* ptt>^ 
dfiee upon other evil-diiers, 1>ut bold that 
ib reatt sofety iift the robe of tbe judge, thtf 
beigbt of tbe beoob, atid tbe voiee of thd 
doomster? I» not jtot puDi^bment jfistty 
icfflkted, wbether on tbe acaffold or ibe 
XQOor? And where constituted judges,' 
ftom cowwdke, or from haTing cast in 
tbeir l^t vkb transgressors, sixfTer them 
not only to pass at liberty tbrougb tbe 
lalHt, but to sit in tbe bigb places, and dye 
tbeii^gafinetitafB tbe blood of tbe saints, is 
ft not well done in any brave spirits who 
shall draw their private swords in the ptrb^ 

)i€ cause P* 

< • ■ 

*' I have no wish to judge this individual 
action,** replied Morton^ " further than is 
necessary to make you fblly avi^are of my 
principles. I therefore repeat, that ihe 
ease you have supposed does not satisfy 
n>y judgment. ' That the Almighty, in his 
mysterious providence, may bring a bfoodj^ 
man to. an end deservedly bloody, does not 
vinditete those who, without an-tbortty^ of 


any kind, taker upon tbeipselves to be the 
iBstrum^nts of execution, and presume to 
call them the executor$ pf divine v^u* 
geance.'* 

" And were we not soT* said Burley, in 
a tone of fierce enthusiasm. ''. Were not 
we — ^was not every one who owned the in- 
terest of the Covenanted Church of Scot* 
land/ bound by that covenant to cut off 
the Judas who had sold tlie cause of God 
for fifty thousand merks a-yearP Had w« 
met hini hy the way as he came down from 
London, and there smitten him with the 
%dge of the sword, we had done, but the 
duty of men faithful to our cause, and to 
our paths recorded in heaven. Was not 
the execution itself a proof of our Warrant? 
Did hot the JLoxd deliver bim into our 
hands/ when we looked out but for ptie of 
his inferior tools of persecution ? Did we 
iiPt pray to be resolved how we should aQt» 
anil was it not borne in on our hearts, as if 
it'had been written on them with the point 

VOL, in. H " 
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of a diamond^ ' Ye shall surely take him 
and slay himr'r— Was not the tragedy full 
half an hour in acting ere the sacrifice was 
completed, and that in an open heath, and 
v^ithin the patroles of their garrisons, and 
yet who interrupted the great work ? — 
What dbg so much as bayed us during the 
pursuit, the taking, the slaying, and the 
dispersing ? Then, who will say-^who dare 
say, that a mightier arm than ours was 
not herein revealed ?" 

" You deceive yourself, Mr Balfour," 
said Morton ; '^ such circumstances of fa- 
cility of execution and escape have often 
attended the commission of the most enoi^ 
mous crimest But it is not mine to judge 
you. I have not forgotten that the way 
was opened to the former liberation of 
Scotland by an action of violence which no 
man can justify, — the slaughter of Cum* 
ming by the hand of Robert Bruce; and, 
therefore, condemning this action, as I do 
and. must, I am not unwilling to suppose | 
that you may have motives viodicatiog it 

11 
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hi' your own eye, tboi^ not to mici€> or to 
those of sober reasoiC I only now men- 
tion it, because I desire you to understand, 
that I join a cause supported by men enga* 
ged in open war, which it is proposed to 
carry on according to the rules of civili* 
zed nations, without, in any respect, ap- 
proving of the act of violence which gavcf 
immediate rise to it." 

Balfou4r bit his lip, and with difficulty 
suppressed a violent answer. He percei- 
ved, with disappointment, that, upon 
points of principle, his young brother in 
arms possessed a clearness of judgment, 
and a firmness of mind, which afforded but 
little hope of his b^ing able to exert that de- 
gree of influence over him which he had ex- 
pected to possess. After a moment's pause, 
however, he said, with coolness, '' My con* 
duct is open to men aiul angels ; the deed 
was not done in a corner; I am here in 
arms to avow it, and care hot where, or by 
whom, I am called on to do so, whether in 
the council, the field of battle, the place of 
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^execution, or the d% of the last great trial. 
•^I will not hbw disciitfs it further with one 
twtro i« .yet oh the outer sfdfe'of the V(6il. 
-B\it if you will cast in your lot with us as 
a. brother, come with me to th6 council, 
-who are' stlll'sitting, to arrange the' future 
tnardh of the army and the means df inS- 
proving our vittdfy/' ' 

Morton arose and followed him in si- 
lence, not greatJy delighted with his asso- 
ciate, and better satisfied With the general 
justice bf the cause wbicSh he 'bad es|)Otf- 
sed, than either with the ttitiasUfes br ifiO- 

tives of many of tho^e who were chibafked 

4n it. ' .' • ' ' ..',.. = ... - 
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CHAPTER IX. 

And* look Iiow many Grecian tents do stand 
fHoUow upon this plain-Hso many JboUow factionB^, . . 

Troilut and Cresiida* 




T • * > 


J[if a hollow, of the, hill, about a quj^rter 
of 3, mile from the field of battle, was a 
»hepber<i'&hut,;a miserable cottage, whic|i, 
as the pply eQcloiyed spot within a mode- 
rate c^is^aqc^, the lfiadei:s of the presbyte- 
riaa army, had . phosen for their council- 
hoiise^^ TowardS; this spot Burlej guided 
Morton, who. \ya^ surprised, as he ap- 
proached it, zt ih^ multifarious confusion 
of sounds which issued from its precincts. 
The calm and anxioys gravity which it- 
might be supposed would have presided in 
coupcils hc|ld on such important subjects, 
and at a period so critical, seemed to have 
given place to discord wild, and loud up^^ . 
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roar, which fell on the ear of their new 
ally as an evil augury of their future meaf- 
sures. As they approached the door, they 
found it open indeed, but choked up with 
the bodies and heads of country-men, who, 
though no members of the council, felt no 
scruple in intruding themselves upon de- 
liberations in which they were so deeply 
interested, fiy expostulation, by threats, 
and even by some degree of violence* Bur- 
ley, the sternness of whose character main* 
tained a sort of superiority over these dis« 
orderly forces, compelled the intruders to 
retire, and, introducing Morton into the 
cottage, secured the door behind them 
against impertinent curiosity^ At a less 
agitating moment, the young man might 
have been entertained with the singuliif 
scene of which he now found himself an 
auditor and a spectator. 

The precincts of the gloomy and ruinous 
hut were enlightened partly by some furze 
which blazed on the hearth, the smoke 
Whereof, having no legal vent> eddied 
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around, and formed over the heads of the 
assembled council a cloudy canopy^ as opake 
^ their metaphysical theology, through 
which, like stars through mist, were dimly 
seen to twinkle a few blinking candles, or 
rather rushes dipped in tallow, the proper- 
ty of the poor owner of the cottage, which 
were atuck to the walls by patches of wet 
clay. This broken and dusky light shewed 
many a countenance elated with spiritual 
pride, or rendered dark by fierce enthusi« 
asm ; and some whose.anxious, wanderings 
and uncertain looks shewed they felt them- 
selves rashly embarked in a cause which 
they had neither courage nor conduct to 
bring to a good issue, yet knew not how to 
abandon, for very shame. They were, in- 
deed, a doubtful and disunited body. The 
most active of their number were those 
concerned with Burley in the death of the 
Primate, four or five of whom had found 
their way to L.oudon-hill, together with 
other men of the same relentless and un- 
compromising zeal, who had, in various 
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ways, given desperate and unpardonabLs 
oiFeQce to the government. 

With them were mingled their preacht 
ers, men who bad spurned at the indul^ 
gence offered by government^ and prefer^ 
red. assembling their flocks in the wilder^ 
ness, to worshipping in temples buiitby hu^ 
man hands, if their doing the latter could 
be construed to admit any right on the 
part of their rulers to interfere withi^he 
supremacy of the Kirk. The other class 
of counsellors were such gentlemen of 
small fortune, and subatantial farmers, as 
a sense of intolerable oppression had inpda? 
ced to take arms and join the insurgents^ 
These also had their clergymen with them, 
who, having many of them taken ad van? 
tage of the indulgence, were prepared to 
resist the measures of the more violent^ 
who proposed a declaration in which they 
should give testimony against the warrants 
and instructions for indulgence as sinful 
an<l unlawful acts. This delicate question 
had been passed over in silence in the firist 
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dra^gUt of the inanif(^sto% which they in* 
tended to publish, of. the reason? ^f tl^eii 
glltbei'ing in arms ; but it had be/en 8tirre4 
an^wf during Balfoiir'? ahse»cc, and^ to X\^ 
gre^t venation, he now fpund that bo^l) 
parties had opened upon it ip fffll, ciyf 
Macbriar, Kettledrummle. and other teaph, 
exs of the wj^nd^rje^s, being at the very 
spring-tide of polemical diacfission^ witl^ 
Pet^r Pound tex,tt the. indulged pastor of 
Miln wood's pari&h, who, it seem^^ bad e'en 
girded himself wf th a bro^ad-'S word, but^ er^ 
be was Called^ upon to fight for the gop4 
cja^use^^f presbytery in ^he field, was man*- 
full^ defending his own .dogmata in the 
cojuncil. It was tbp din of this conflict, 
mai^n^ained^ chiefly between Poui^dtext 
and Kettledrummie, together with thecla-* 
ippi^r of their ad h?rents> which had saluted 
Ili^fu:tQn's eara upon approaching; the cot- 
tage. Indeed, as ^oth the divines wer^ 
men well gifted w:it]3 words and lungs, an4 
each fierce* ardent, and intolerant in de^ 
fence of bis own doctrine, prompt ifi the 

Ha 


178 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

recollection of texts wherewith they bat- 
tered each other without mercy, and 
deeply impressed with the importance of 
the subject of discussion, the noise of the 
debate betwixt them fell little short of that 
which might have attended an actual bo- 
dily conflict 

Burley, scandalized at the disunion im- 
plied in this virulent strife of tongues^ in- 
terposed between the disputants, and, by 
some general remarks on the unseasonable- 
iDess of discord, a soothing address to the 
vanity of each party, and the exertion of 
the authority which his services in that 
day's victory entitled him to assume, at 
length succeeded in prevailing upon them 
to adjourn further discussion of the con- 
troversy. But although Kettledrummle 
and Poundtext were thus for the time si- 
lenced, they continued to eye each other 
like twa dogs, who, having been separated 
by the authority of their masters while 
lighting, have retreated, each beneath the 
chair of his owner, still watching each 
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other's motions, and indicating, by occa- 
sional growls, by the erected bristles of 
the back and ear$, and by the red glance 
of the eye, that their discord is unappea- 
sed, and that they. only wait. the first op- 
portunity afforded by any general move- 
ment or commotion in the company, to 
fly once more at each other's throats. 

Balfour took advantage of the moment- 
ary pause to present to the council Mr 
Henry Morton of Milnwood, as one touch- 
ed with a sense of the evils of the times, 
and willing to peril goods and life in the 
precious cause for which his father, the 
renowned Silas Morton, had given in his 
time a soul-stirring testimony. Morton 
was instantly received with the right hand 
of fellowship by bis ancient pastor, Pound- 
text, and by those among the insurgents who 
supported the more moderate principles. 
The others muttered something about Eras- 
tianism, and reminded each other in whis- 
pers, that Silas Morton, once a stout and 
worthy servant of the Covenant, had been 
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a backslider in the day when the resula^ 
tioners had led the way in owning the.au# 
thority of Charles Stuart^ thereby making 
a gap whereat the present tyrant was af*> 
terward brought into the oppression both 
of Kirk and country. They added, how- 
ever, that, on this great day of callings 
they would not refuse society with any 
who should put hand to the plough; and 
so Morton was installed in his office of 
leader and counsellor^ if not with the full 
approbation of his colleagues^ at least 
without any formal or avowed dissent 
They proceeded, on Burley's motion^ tp 
divide among themselves the command of 
the men who had assembled, and whose 
numbers were daily increasing* In this 
partition, the insurgents of Poundtext!Ss 
parish and congregation were naturally 
placed under the command of Morton ; an 
arrangement mutually agreeable to both 
parties, as he was recommended to their 
confidence, as well by his personal quali* 
ties as his having been born among them. 

4 


Whc^ithis task was accomplished, i^ 
became necessary to determines what i^se 
w^sto be made of tlieir victory, Morton'^ 
heart throbbed ^ligh when he heard the 
Tower of Tillietn diem named as one of 
the most iippprtant positions to be 3eized 
upoq. 1$ commanded, as we haye ofteijt 
noti^ed^ the pass between the more wil^ 
and the mpre fertile country, and must 
furnish, it was plausibly urged, a strong 
hold and place, of rendezvous to the cava- 
liers and malignants of the district, sup- 
posing the insurgents, were to march oiy 
ward and leave it uninvested. This mej^- 

• ■ 

sure was^ particularly urged as necessary 
by Pound text and those of his immediate 

followers^ whose habitations and familie9 

« ... , 

might be exposed to. great severities, if thi^ 
strong place was permitted to remain in 
possession of the; royalists, 
, ** I f?ipine," said Ppuadtext,— for, like the 
other divines of the period, he had no hesi- 
tation in offering his advice upon military 
ms^tters of which he was profoumlly igno- 
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rant, — V I opine, that wc should take in 
^nd raze that strong-hold of the woman 
Lady Mdrgaret Bellenden, evea though we ^ 
should build a fbrt^ and raise a mount 
against it; for the race is a rebellious and 
a bloody race, and their hand has been 
heavy on the children of the Covenant^ 
both in the former and the latter times. 
Their hook hath been in our noses, and 
their bridle betwixt our jaws.** 

'' What is their means and men of de*- 
fence?" said Burley, "The place is strong; 
but I conceive that two women cannot 
make it good against a host.** 

" There is also," said Pound text, " John 
Gudyill, even the lady's chief butler, who 
boasteth himself a man of war from his 
youth upward, and who spread the banner 
against the good cause with that man of 
Belial, James Grahame of Moptrose/' 

" Pshaw V* returned Balfour^ scornfully/ 
"a butler r 

** AlsOj there is that ancient maUgnant," 
replied Poundtext^ ** Miles Bellendeh of 
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Cfaarnwood^ whose hands have been dip- 
ped in the bl^od df the saints.'' 

" If that/' said Burtey, " be Miles Bel- 
kndeh, the brother of Sir Arthur, he is 
one whose sword will not turn back from 
battle; but he must now be stricken in 
years." 

^* There was wch^ in the country as I 
rode along/' said another of the council, 
" that so soon as they heard of the vic- 
tory which has been given to us, they 
caused ^hut the gates of the. Tower, and 
called in men, and collected ammunition. 
They were ever a fierce and a malignant 
house.** 

" We will not, with my consent," said 
Burley,^ *^ engage in a siege which may 
consume time* We must rush forward, and 
follow our advantage by occupying Glas- 
gow ; for I do not fear that the troops we 
have this day beaten, even with the assist- 
ance of my Lord Ross's regiment, will 
judge it safeto await our coming." 
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*' HqM?l)€^t/\said PpuBdt^jtt,: ^' we may 
display a baiio^r b^fpce the TQWi^ri .^d 
blow a .tritjDpet, a^^ sj^^jofunoii th^foi to 
come forth, It in|iy beJhat.t;Ji?y:Will gi>:^ 
over the plap^i ^^^to o^r mercy i thoiigb 
they bjB a rel^eUipus: peopJie.. And w^: \yiU 
summon the women to come forth of tli^ir 
strong-hold^ th^ is, ,It#dyi Margaret Bel- 
lenden and her grai^cird^ughteri a^/^ J^nr 
nyDen^ijSQq, which i^ a^i^l of aji ensna- 
ring ey^ ^nd tjie other m^ids, an^ ve wiljl 
giv^e theo? > s^fe; <;ojidiict, ^nd fj^^ thj^i^ 
in peace to the ^ity, eyep to the. to,w.n of 
£dinburgih. But Joh^ Gudyill, and Hugh 
Harrison, and Miles Bellenden, we wiU 
restrain with fetters of iroui even as, they, 
in tingles bypastj h%ve done to the martyij* 
ed saints." 

^\ Who talk); of safe conduct and of 
pi^cer" said a shrill, brokeni 2^4 :^^^^7 
strained vpicp, from, the crowd. 

^/ Peace, brother Habbakuk/' sai^ M^^ 
briar, in a soothing ton^ to the sp^ker» 
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fVI will not hold my pjeace,'': reiterated 
this strange and unnatural yoiice ; '^ is th^ 
a time to apeak of peace* when the earth 
quakes, and the mountains are rent, and 
the livers are changed into bloody and th^ 
two-edged sword is drawn from the sheath 
to drink gore as if it were water, and d^y 
vour flesh as the $re deyours dry stubble r"* 

While he spoke thus,, the orator itrugr 
gled forward to the inn^r part of the cir^ 
cle, and presented to Morton's wondering 
eyes a figure worthy of such a voioe and 
such, language. . The rags of a dre^ whicl^ 
had once been black, added to the tatter* 
ed fragments of a shepherd's pl'4id, com- 
posed a covering scarce; fit for the purposes 
of decenxsy, much less for those of warmtlji 
or comforts A loqg beard/, as white as 
Miow, hung down, on his breast, and minr 
gledr with bushy, uncombed, grizzled hair, 
which hung in elf-locks around his wild 
and staring visage. The features seemed 
to be extenuated by pei^ury and famine) 
until they hardly retained the likeness of 
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a human aspect The eyes, grey^ wild, 
and wandering, evidently betokened a be* 
wildered imagination. He held in his hand 
a rusty sword^ clotted with bloody as were 
his long lean hands/ which were garnished 
at the extremity with nails like eaglets 
claws. 

*^ In the name of Heaven ! who is he Y* 
said Morton^ in a whisper to Poundtext» 
surprised^ shocked, and even startled at 
this ghastly apparition, which looked more 
like the resurrection of some cannibal 
priest, or Druid, red from his human sa* 
crifice, than like an earthly mortal. 
~ * '^ It is Habbakuk Mucklewrath/' answer- 
ed Poundtext, in the same tone, ^* whom 
the enemy have long detained in captivity 
in forts and castles, until his understand* 
ing hath departed from him, and, as I fear, 
an evil spirit hath possessed him. Never- 
theless, our violent brethren will have it^ 
that ^e speaketh of the spirit, and that 
they fructify by his pouring forth." 

Here he was interrupted by Muckle« 


• OLD MaRTALIXr. 187 

vtnth, who cried in a voice that made the 
very beams of the roof quiver-— ** Wlio 
talks of peace and safe conduct? who 
spcBks of mercy to the bloody house of 
the malignants? I say, take the infants 
and dash them against the stones; take 
the daughters and the mothers of the house 
and hurl them from the battlements of 
their trust, th&t the dogs may fatten on 
their blood as they did on that of Jezabel 
^e spctese of Ahab,- and that their carcases 
may be dung to the face of the field even 
in the portion of their fathers T 

*^ He speaks right/' said more than one 
suHcn voice from behind ; ^' we will be 
honoured with little service in the greAt 
cause, if we already n^ake fair weather 
with Heaven's enemies." 

^' This is utter abomination and daring 
impiety," said Morton^ unable to contain 
bis indignation. *\ What blessing can you 
expect in a cause, in which you listen to 
the mingled ravings of madness and atro- 
city?" 
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^^ Hush| ypupg man!'* said Kettle^/ 
^ruTpmle^ /^aQ4 iieserve. . thy cenaure :for/ 
t^at for which thou oaQst render a- reason* t 
It;is not for theQ to Judge into what y€B^ 
sel^. the spirit may be poured*" .;: t. - 

" We judge o^ the tree . by the ftuit»'! 
said Pounjdtiext> ^'.and iillow not ths^t to b9> 
of, diy.i^A inspiTatiQn that Qontmdict3 ther 
divijpp laws." ; , 

*^ You forg^ti brojtb^r PomidtexC md 
Macbriarf ^' that thes^: ai;; the latter c^ay;, 
whea signs and; wonders shall be inuiti»: 
plied/* . . 

Poundtext ptood forward tp reply ; .but, 
erg he could articulaj^e^a. word^ theJo-c 
sane. preacher broKe inj$rit;h a, screano that, 
drowned; all cjompetiti on. ' . . 

^* Who talks of sigi)s and wonders.^ Am 
not^ I Habbakiik Muckieir riatbywho^e.ttame 
i§ ?hangedi to MagQrrMisMbiK.bepa.u^e I; 
ao) niad$ a terror unto inyself apd unt^ ^1 
th»t are a^oynd lpe?~I heard jt-r- When, 
did I hear it ?— ^Was it not in the tower of 
the Bassi that overhangeth the wide wild ^ 
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^sea ? — And it howled iir the winds, and it 
.roared in the bilkyirsy and' it screamed, and 
itwhistled) anditdlailg^d, with thescHsams ! 
<aod the claAg and the whittle of the sea- 
birds, as they floated^ and flew, and drop- 
tped, and dived, on the bosom of the wa« 
fltts. I siaw it— Where did I set it?-^was 
^t^nt>t from the high peaks of DumbaFlon, 
<>^faen I looked westward upon the fertile 
land, and northward dti the wild Highland 
thills^^ when the Clauds gathlered' and 'the 
tempest came, and the lightnings of Heaven 
flashed in sheets as wide as the banners of 
an host ?^— What did 1 see ?~-Dead corpses 
and wounfdedt horses, the rushing together 
^battle, and gafraerits rolled qn blood.-*- 
-M^btftlieard I ?— The voice that t^r^et^, Slay, 
^lay^^sraitt?— slay utterly-^-fet not' your 
eye have pity 1 slay utterly, old and yoiing, 
•the maiden, the child^ ^and thfe woman 
"whose bead is gtey-rDefil* the house and 
fill* the cou^rts *i^hh the slain T*- "^ 

^5 wd receive the i^iBiwStacU'' 'ex<:laimed 
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<nore tfaaii one of the company. ^^ 
days he hath not spoken nor broken bfead» 
and now his tongue is unloosed {—We re* 
ceive the commaad ; as he hath said so 
will we do.** 

Astonished, disgusted, and hprror-struck, 
«t wMt he had seen and hieard, Mortim 
turned away from the circle and left the 
cottage. He was followed by Burley who 
bad his eye on his motions. 

*' Whither are ye goings" said the latter^ 
taking him by the arm. 

" Any where ; I care not whither ; but 
here I will abide no longer." 

" Art thou so soon weary, young man ?' 
answered Burley, *^ Thy hand is but now 
put to the plough, amd wouldst thou al- 
ready abandon it ? Is this thy adherence 
to the cause of thy father ?** 

"No cause/' replied Morton^ indignant- 
ly—" uo cause can prosper so conducted 
—One party declares for the ravings of a 
blood-thirsty madman ; another leader is 
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aa old scbolaatic pedant ; a third*' — hm 
Btoppedy and his companion continued th^ 
sentence---^*' is a desperate homicide^ thou 
wouldst say, like John Balfour of Burley ? 
— ^I can bear thy uiisoonstruction without 
resentment* Thou dost not consider, that 
it vis fkot men of sober and self-seeking 
minds, who adse in these days of wrath to 
execute judgment and to accomplish deli- 
verance. ^ Hadst thou but seen the armies 
of £ngland, during her parliament of 1^2, 
whose ranks were filled with sectaries and 
enthusiasts, wilder than the anabaptists of 
Munster, thou wouldst have had more 
cause to marvel ; and yet these men were 
unconquered on the field, and their hands 
wrought marvellous things for the libertiea 
of the land." 

'' But their afiairs," replied Morton^ 
^* were wisely conducted, and the violence 
of their zeal expended itself in their ex- 
hortations and sermons, without bringing 
^livisions into their councils, or cruelty in- 
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to their conduct* I h^ve often heard my. 
fether say so, and protest, that he wondeN 
ed at nothing so much ais the contrast be* 
iween the extravagance of their religioua 
tenets, and the wisdom aiid moderation 
#ith which they conducted thdr civil and 
military affairs. But onr coancils s^m all 
bn6 wild chaOs of confusion/' 
^ • " Thou mu^t have patiencei Hepry Mor* 
ion,^ ahswered Balfour; *^ thou mu^t not 
leave the cause of thy teligion and co^ia- 
tiy either for one wild word, or one extra- 
vagant action. Hear nie* I have already 
persuaded the wiser of our friends, that 
the counsellors are too numerous, and that 
^e cannot ' expect that the Midianites 
%hall, % so large a number, be delivered 
into our hands. They have hearkened to * 
'j9i>y voice, and our assemblies will be short- 
ly reduced within such a number as can 
Consult and act'together, and in them thou 
vshalt hive a' free voice, as well as in or- 
^^ring our aiiairs of war^ and protecting 
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those tp whom mercy should be shiewn— • 
Art thou now satisfied ?'' 

" It will give me pleisure^ doubtless^" 
answered Morton,' ^^ to be the means of 
softening the horrors of civil war, and I 
will not leave the post I have taken, until 
I seei measures adopted at which my con- 
science revolts. But to no^bloody execu^- 
tions, after quarter a.sked, or slaughter 
Without trials will I lend countenance or 
sanction ; and you may depend on my op- 
posing them, with both heart and hand^ 
as constantly ^nd resolutely if attempted 
by our own followers, as when they are 
the work of the enemy/* 

Balfour waved his hand impatiently. 

** Thou Wilt find," he said> " that the 
stubborn and hard-hearted generation with 
whon]i we deal, must: be chastized with 
scorpions ere their hearts be humbledf 
and ere they accept the puniishment of 
their iniquity. The word is gone forth 
against them, ^ I will bring a sword upon 

VOJL, III.' I 
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-you that shall avenge the qoarrd of my 
Covenant/ Bui what is done sball be done 
gravelyi and with discretion^ like that of 
the worthy Jumes Melvin, who executed 
judgment on the tyrant and oppressofi 
Cardinal Beaton." 

^* I own to you/' replied Morton, ^^ that 
I feel still more abh<Mrrent at cold4>iood« 
ed and premeditated cruel ty, than at that 
which is practised in the heat of aeal and 
resentment.^ 

^^ Thott art yet biELt a youth,'' replied 
Balfour, *^ and bast not learnied how lig^ht 
in the balance are a few drops of blood in 
comparison to the Mfeight and impcH^tance 
of this great national testimony* But be 
not afraid ; thyself shall vote and judge in 
these matters ; it n^y be we shall see lit«- 
tie cause to strive together anent thenu^' 

With this concession Morton was com* 
pelled to be satisfied for the present, and 
Burley left him, advising him to lie down 
and get some rest, as the host would pro- 
bably move in the morning. - 
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: ^^ Ami you/^ said Mortoo^ ^^ do not yoa 
go to rest also V* 

^^ Ho/* said Borl^; *\^y «ycs must 
Jtot yet know s|mnber. ^is is nb work to 
be done li^ly ; I lia^e yet to perfect the 
chusing of the oommitiee ^ leaders, and 
Irwill call yott by ti oies ift the morning to 
4»e p? esent at their eonsidtatkm/^ 

He ^qroed a^fiay and left Morton to fais 
tepose. 

The place in which be fotmd himself 
was not ill adapted for the prorposet being 
a sheltered nook, beneath a large rock» 
well protected from the prevailing wind. 
A quantity of moss with which the ground 
was overspread, made a couch soft enough 
for one who had suffered so much hard- 
ship and anxiety. Morton wrapped him- 
self in the horseman's cloak which he had 
.still retained^ stretched himself on the 
ground, and had not long indulged in me- 
lancholy reflections on the state of the 
country, and upon his own condition, ere 
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.he was relieved from them by deep land 
sound slumber# 

The rest of the : army slept on the 
.ground, dispersed in groups, which chose 
their beds on the field as they, could best 
find shelter and convenience. . A few of 
the principal les^ders held wakeful confer- 
ence with Burley on the state of their a& 
fairs, and some watchmen .were appointed 
who kept themselves on the alert by 
chanting psalms, or listening to the exer* 
cises of the more gifted of the number* - 
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CHAPTER X. 

t Cbt whb much ease— now merrily to horse* 

Btnry ir. Part L 

With, the first peep of day Henry awoke, 
and found the faithful Cuddie standing 
beside him with a portmanteau in his 
band* 

1 '^ I hae been just putting your honour's 
things in readiness again ye were waking/' 
said Cuddie, " as is my duty, seeing ye 
hae been sae gude as to tak me into your 
service." 

, ** I take you into my service, Cuddie^" 
said: Morton, ^* you must be dreaming.'' 

*f Na, na, sir/' answered Cuddie ; " did- 
na I say when I was tied: on the horse 
yonder, that if ever ye gat loose I wad be 
your servant, and ye didna say ho? and 
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if that una hiring, I keima what is. Y^ 
gae me nae arlea, indeed, but ye had gi*en 
me aneugh before at Milnwood." 

'' Well^ Cuddle, if you insist on takiu^ 
the chance of my unprosperous fortunes'^ — 

" Ou ay, Tse warrant us a* prosper weel 
aneugh,'" answered Cuddie, cheertngly^ 
** an' anes my auld mither was weel putten 
up. I bae begun the campaigning trade 
at an md that is easy aneugh to leanu'^ ' 

** Pillaging, I suppose/' said Mcttda^ 
*\ for bow else could you come by that 
portmanteau?" 

*^ I wotua if it's pillaging^ or ho^ ye 
ca't," svd Cuddiei ^^ but it conses naitural 
to a body, and it's a profitable trade/ Om 
folk had tirled th^ dead ih'agoons as bare 
as bawbees before we were loose amasst*-^ 
But when I saw the whigs a' weel yokit 
by the lugs to Kettledrummle and tte 
other chieldi I set aff at the lang tiot on 
my nin errand and your hoaouT^s. Sae I 
took up the syke a wee bit, away to the 
right, where I saw the marks b' m<my a 


hdise-footy and sore aneugfa I cam tor a 
place where there had been some cleam 
leaiheriiig^^ and a^ tbe poir cfatrids were Iy« 
iog there busket wi' their claes just at tfaey 
had put them on that mornmg-^aa€bddy 
bad found out that pose o\ carcag ek^^and 
wha sttld be in the midst thereof (as my; 
mtther says) but our auld acquaintance^ 
Serjeant Both weU T 

*^ Ay^ has that man £Uien ?" said Mor^ 
ton* 

<< Tlt>tb has he/' aaswer»i Cnddie ; 
^ and his e'en were open^ and his brow 
bent^ and his teeth clenged thegither, like 
the jaws <^f a trap for foumarts when the 
spring's doun — I was amaist feared ta look 
at him $ however^ I thought to hae turn 
about wi^ him, and sae 1 e'en riped hi« 
pouchesi as be had done many an honeiter 
man's ; and here's your ain siller agcun (or 
y^rnncle's, which is the same) that he got 
at Mtlnwood that unlucky night that made 
tt»a' sodgers th^itber. 
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'^ There can be no harmi Cuddie^" said 
Morton, ^' in making use of this money^ 
since we know how he came by it ; but 
you must divide with me." 

'^ Bide a wee, bide a wee," said Cuddie. 
*^ Weel, ^nd there's a bit ring he had hing- 
jng in a black ribbon doun on his breast. 
I am thinking it has been a love-token, 
puir fallow — there's naebody sae rough 
but they hae aye a kind heart to tl}e lasses 
*-and there's a book wi' a wheen papers, 
and I gat twa or three odd things that I'll 
keep to mysel forby." . 

'' Upon my word you have made a very 
successful foray for a beginner/' said his 
new master. 

^VHaena I e'en^ow r" said Qiddie, with 
great exultation. '^ I tauld ye I wasna 
that dooms stupid, if it cam to'liftiog 
things — And forby, I hae gotten twa 
gude horse. A, feckless loon of a Straven 
weaver, that had left his loom and his 
bein house to sit skirling on a c^uld bill- 
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side, had catched twa dragoon naigs, and 
he could neither gar them hup nor wind, 
sac he took a gowd noble for them baith.r— 
I suld hae tried him wi' half the siller, 
but itVan unco ill place to get change in. 
-^Ye'll fiiid the siller's missing out o' Both- 
well's purse." .• 

'^'You have made a most excellent and 
useful purchase, Cuddie ; but what is thali^ 
portmanteau ?'* 

i ** The pockmankle," answered Cuddie,, 
*^ was Lord Evandale^s yesterday, and it's 
yours the day. I fand it ahint the bush 
o' broom yonder— ilka dog has its dayr— 
Ye ken what the auld sang says, 

*' l'at:e turn about, mother, quo Tarn o' the (linp/* 

** And speaking, o' that, I maun gang and , 
see about my mother, puir auld body^ if 
your honour hasna any inimediate com- 
mands." 
'' But, Cuddiq," said Morton, « I teally 

I 2 
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caiinot Udce th€9e things from you with* 

out same recompen?^.'' 
•* Hoiit fie, sir/ snswered Cuddte^ ^ ya 

SUM aye be taking,— for recompense, ye^ 

may think aboirt that some othe? : time-^ 

r hae seett gay wed to mysel wi' some 

things that fit me better. WhateottM^^I 

do wi* JLord Bvandale's bra W ekes r Serjeant 

Bothwell^s wi)) serve me weel aneugb.^ • 

Not being able to prevail on fats sel^ 
oonstitttted and disinterested foUofrer to 
accept of any thing for himself out of 
these trarlike spoils^ Morton resolved to 
take the first opportunity . of returmng 
Lord Evandale^s property, supposing him 
yet to be alive ; and, in the meanwhile^ 
did not hesitate ta avail bimself of Cud- 
die's prize^ so far as to appropriate some 
change of Knen and other trifling articles 
amongst those of more value whicfar the 
portmanteau contained. 

He then hastily looked over the papers 
which were found in BotiiweftV pocket- 
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h66k. These were of a. misceliaiiec^ de^ 
tmiptian^ The roll af bi« troops with the 
iiatnes of those absent on furlough^ me« 
moraiidufns <y(^ tavet fi-btlU^ and lists of de-^ 
linquetite who might be made subjects of 
fioe afid proseeutiofi, first presented them^ 
f^yesy »|ofig with a copy of a warrant 
If dm the Privy Council to arrest certain 
persons of distinction therein, named. In 
another pocket of the book, were one or 
twd commissions which Both well had held 
at dxfferent tj^mes, and certificates of his 
ifervices* abroad, in which hts courage and 
mtUtaf^" talents * were highly praised. But 
tfae^ most remarkable paper was an aceo* 
rtfte account of his genealogy^ with refer* 
ence to many documents for establish** 
meot of its, authenticity ; subjoined was a 
:list ^f the ample possessions of the forfeit"^ 
e4 Earls of Both well^ and a particular ae- 
count of the proper ticms in which King 
James VI. had bestowed them on the 
courtiers ^and nobility by whose descend*^ 
ants they were at present aetnally possess^, 
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ed; beneath this list wa9 written, in red 
letters, in the band of the deceased/ ^ae<d 
Ifnmemor^ F. S. £. B«, the initials probably 
intimating Francis Stuart, Earl of Botbh 
well. To these documents^, which strongly 
painted the character and feelings of th« 
deceased proprietor of these papers, waa 
added sonie which shewed it in a light 
greatly different from that in which we 
have . hitherto presented it to the reader. 
; In a secret pocket of the book, which 
Morton did not discover without some 
trouble, were one or two letters, written in 
9 beautiful female hand. They were dated 
about twenty years back, bore no address, 
and were subscribed t)nly by initials. Withf 
out having time to peruse them accurate*^ 
ly, Morton perceived that they contained 
the elegant yet fond expressions of female 
affection, directed towards an object whose 
jealousy they: endeavoured to sooth, and 
of whose, basty, auspicious, and impatient 
temper, the writer seamed gently to com-« 
plain. The ink of these manuscripts had 
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faded by tii^e, and notwithstanding the 
great care which had obviously been taken 
for tbeir preservation, they were in one or 
two places chaffed so as to be illegible, 

'^ It matters no^" tb^se words were 
written on the envelope of that which had 
suffered most, " I have them by hcart**^ 

With these letters was a lock of hair 
wrapped in a copy of verses, written obvi- 
ously with a feeling which atoned, in Mor- 
ton's opinion, for the roughness of thb 
poetry, and the conceits .with which it 
abounded^ according to the tai|te of the 
period:— ^ ^ 

Thy h^e, dear pledge, is pure and bright. 
As in that well-remembered night, 
. When first thy mystic braid was wave. 
And first my Agnes whispered love. 

Since then bow often hast thou pressed 
The torrid zone of this wild breast, 
Whose wrath and hate have sworn to dwell 
With, the first sin which peopled hell, 
: A -breast whose blood's a troubled ocean, 
^ Sach throb the earthquake's wild, commotion h-^ < 
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. Yfltkoqy tly hmo nbtiained and parei. 
. Wbttt conquest o'er each erring thought 
Of that fierce realm had Agnes wrought ! 
I had not wandered wild and wide, 
VTith such an ange( formy guide ; 
Nor heaveiv bop earth Gouht l&M Mpreft m»f . 
K she had lifted^ and Kvedlo love .ii|e» ^ 

Not then ibig world's wild jojs bad been 
To me one savage hunting scene, 
My sole delight the headlong race, 
Affd fira&tic hurry of the chflce> 
To eiarty pursue, and bring to baj, 
. Btisb in^ drag down^ aodieod ny.|irej,. . 
Then— firom the carcase turn away ! 
Mine ireful mood had sweetness tamed, 
And soothed each wound which pride inflamed $ - 
Yes, God and man might now i^pprove me,. 
If thou hadst lived, and lived to love mt t 

As he finisbftd reaidiiig these lihe% Mot* 
ton could not forbear rcftecting^ with com? 
passion on the fate of this singutar and most 
unhappy beings who, it appeared,, while 
in the lowest state of desperntspp^. imd al* 
most of conteniBb bail bis leeoltectians 


contmuatly fixed on the high station ta 
which his birth seemed to entitle him; aiid^ 
while pltmged in gross Kcentfousness^ waa 
in secret looking back with bitter remorse 
to the period of his youth, during which 
he had nourished a rirt\iou8| ^ongh imfbr- 
tunate attachment. 

''Alas! what are we,'' said Morton, 
** that our best and most praiseworthy 
feelings can be thus debased and depraved 
— that honooraMe pride can sink iiitc^ 
haughty and^ #e»perate indifference for ge* 
neral opinioni and the sorrow of blighted 
^Qsction inhabit the same bosom which It- 
cence, reirenge, and rapine have chosen fM 
their citadel ? But it ifs the san^ through* 
out; the liberal principles of one man sink 
into cold and unfeeling indifference; the 
religfons zeal of another bArries him into 
frantic a^d savage enthusiasm* Oiir resob^ 
Itttions— onr passions, are like the wav^a 
of the seai tiXtA^ without the. aid of Him 
who formed the human breast, we cannot 
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sfiLf to its tides, ^ Thus fa,r shall ye comej,. 
and no farther/ 'V 

, While he thus moralized, he raided his 
eyes> and obserycjd tha^t Burley stood betr 
foire him^ ... 

, . ". Alrieady awake ?" . said that leader-^ 
'^It is welU and shews zeal to tread the- 
path before you, . What papers are these P*' 

he continued* 

; Morton gave him some brief account of 
Guddie's successful marauding party^ and. 
handed him the pocket-book of Bothwell, 
with its contents* The Cameronian leader 
looked with some attention on such of the 
papers as related to military affairs^ at 
public business ; but when he came to the 
verses^ he threw them from him with con^ 
tempt. 

. ** I jittie thought/* he said, *' When, by, 
the blessing, of God, I passed my sword 
thre.e times through the body of that arch 
tool of cruelty and persecutioui that a cha« 
T9fitex so desperate and so dangerous couldt ' 
h^ve stooped to an art afl[ trifling as it u 
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profane. Bat I see' that Satan can blend 
the most different qualities in hi& weU-^be* 
loved and chosen agents, and that the 
same hand which can wield a club or a 
slaughter-weapon against the godly in the 
valley of destruction^ can toucKa tinkling 
Ittte, or a gittern, to spoth the ears of the 
dancing daughters of perdition in their Va,^ 
nity Fair." 

' " Your ideas of duty, then,** said Mor- 
ton, V' exxdude love of .the fine arts, which 
have been supposed in general to. purify 
and to elevate the mind*" 

*^To me, young man,*' answered Bur» 
ley> '-^ and to those who think as I do^ th& 
pteasurea of this world, under whatever 
name disguised, are vanity, as its grandeur 
and power is a snare. We have but one* 
ol^ect on earth; and that is, • to huild up 

the temple of the Lord.*' -^ 

. *ri have heard njy father observe/' re»^ 
plied Morton, '^' that many, who assumed i 
power in the name of Heaven, were as se**. 
vere in its exercise, and as unwilling to. 
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jMurt with it, » if they had been sol^nio* 
ved by the motives of worldly aHibttioiL*M 
But of this another time; Have you jsam^. 

m 

ceeded in obtainiog^ a committee of tim 
council to be notnina^ted ?*' 

** I have>^ ai^wered Burley, *^ The num* 
her is limited to sis, of which you are 01% 
and I come to call ycm to their delibera* 
tions/ 

Mortem accompaniied him to a seques-» 
tered grass-plot, where thehr coileaguear 
awaited them. In this delegation of »^ 
thority, the two principal factions whicj)^ 
divided the tumultimry army had eadi ta-^ 
ken care to send thrive of their own nua^ 
ben On the part of the Camicroniana^: wexe^ 
Butiey, Mad^riar, and Kettledrummle ^.asdr 
OB: that of the moderate party, Pmrndtext^ 
Henry Morton^ and a small proprietor' 
called the Laird of Langcale# Thus tka. 
two parties were equally balanced by ifaeir 
representatives in the committee of ma^. 
m^emont^ al^oagh it seemed likeiy tfant: 
those: of t^ most yiote»t cfrmionftrwese^* 


« 

a« is usmt in natch CBoeSr to possess and ex« 
ert the greater d^ee of energy. Tbeb 
ddbate, however, was coodacted tnore like 
meki of this world thaa could have been 
expected from their condiict on the prece* 
ding evenhig* After msturefy consider* 
iog^tbehf mean^ and sitnation, and the pro* 
bable increase of their nnmberS). they 
agreed tfaiat they would keep their positioi^ 
fdr that day, in order to refresh their meUi 
and give time to reinforcements to jorn^ 
them, and that, on the next morning» they^ 
woaM direct their march towards Tillies 
todlem, and summon that stroog^bold, as 
tlwy expressed it, of malignancy* If it was 
not surrendered to their summons, they^ 
resolved tatry the effect of a brisk assault^' 
and, should that miscarry^ it was settled 
that they should leave a part of their num*> 
ber to blockade the place, and reduce it, if 
possible, by famine, while their main bo* 
dy should march forward to drive Claver« 
house and Lord Ross from the town of 
Glasgow* Such was the determination c^ 
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the council of management ; and thus Mot^ 
ton's first enterprize in active life was like- 
ly to be the attack of a castle, belonging to 
the parent of his mistress,, and defended 
by her relative^ Major Bellenden; to whom 
be personally owed .many obligations. He 
felt fully the, embarrassment of his situa- 
tion^ yet consoled himself with the reflect 
tion, that his newlyTacquired power in the 
insurgent army would give, him, at aU 
events, the means of extending to the in- 
mates of Tillietudlem a protection which 
no other pircumstance could have afforded 
them, and he was not without hope that be^ 
might be able to mediate such an accom* 
mpd.ation,hetwixt.them and. the presbyte^ 
rian army as should secure them a safe neu*^ 
trality during the war which was abou^ to 
ensue* 
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CHAPTER XI. 

There came a knight from the field, of shin^ . 
Ifis steed was drench'd with blood and rain. 

We must now return to the fartrciss of 
TiUietudlem and its inhabitants. The 
mornings being the first after the battle of 
Loudon-*hill, had dawned upon its battle^ 
ments/ and the deftnders had already re- 
sumed the labours by which they pro^o>- 
sed to render the place tenaUe/ when the 
watchn)an« who was placed in a high tur^ 
ret, called the Warder's Tbwer, gave the 
signal that a horseman was approaching* 
As he came nearer, his dress indicated an 
officer of the Life-Guards ; and the slow- 
ness of his horse's pace, as well as the 
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manner in which the rider stooped on ttie 
saddle-bow, plainly shewed that be was 
sick or wounded* The wicket was instant- 
ly opened to receive him, and Lord Evas^ 
dale rode into the court-yard, so reduced 
by loss of blood, that he was unable to dis- 
mount without assistance. As he entered 
the hall, leaning upon a servant, the ladies 
shrieked with, surprise and terror ; fw, 
pale AS d^th, stained with blood, his regi- 
mentals soiled and torn, and his hair mat- 
tf d v^ disordered, he resemUed rather a 
fipectr^ thftn a human being; But their 
]aext excUmfttiim ms that ^jogr alius 
escape. 

'' Thank (^ r <ixdidmed Lady Miirga^ 
xet, '* that you are here, and havre escaped 
^he hands of tbe bloodthirsty murdereis 
whp ba^ve cut off ao many of ,t]se k»g^s 
loyal aerva»taP^ 

'' ThanJt God,'' added £ditli, '' that ygn 
^te here and in safety ! We have dreaded 
the womt; Imt jrou jm wounded, aod I 


^ar weluve Httlt the meaiifi ikf atsittkig 

'^^'My wounds are otXy 8Worci*6ttta^^ as» 
IMrefed th« young nobleman, as he reposed 
liimiself on a seat ; ^' the pain is not wottli 
inentkmiag, and I should not even foel 
^lehausted but for the loss of blood* But 
ft Unas hot my purpose to bti^g my weaku 
ness to add to your danger and (tiatresa, 
but to relieve them, if possible. What can 
1 dtf fwr you ?-»-Bcrmit me/* he addeil» 
addressing JiSdy Mai||[ftret-«*^^^ permit me 
to think and act as yjmr son^ my dear ma** 
dam — as yourhmtker, Edith f 

He pronounced the last part of tJo^e sen* 
tence witii some empha^ist as if he feared 
that tlie apprehensiofn of hb pietensiotts 
as a suitor might render bis proffered scc^ 
viees unacceptabk to Miss Bellenden«^ SJsc 
was not insensible to his delioacy^ bttt 
tittre was no lime for exchange of senti* 
ment. 
. ^ W^e are preparing for onr ctefenct,'^ 
said the old lad/i witb great dignity ; '^myr 
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brother has taken charge of our garrison^ 
and, by the grace of God, we will give, th^ 
rebels such a reception as they deserve.** 
. " How gladly," said Evandale, " would 
%[ share in the defence of the Castle! But, 
in my present state, I should be but a bur- 
den to you, nay, something worse; for 
the knowledge 'that an officer of the Lifc" 
Guards was in the Castle would be suffi- 
cient to make these rogues more desperate- 
ly earnest t6 possess themselves of it. If 
they find it defended only by the family, 
they may possibly march on to Glasgow 
rather than hazard an assault" 

> 

^ " And can you think so meanly of us, hiy 
Lord," said Edith, with the generous burst 
of feeling which woman so ofteii evince3^ 
and which becomes her so well, her voice 
fatiltering through ciagerhessi and her brow 
colouring with the noble warmth which 
dictated her language-^" Can you think 
so meanly of your friends, as that they 
would permit such considerations to inter- 
fere with their sheltering and protecting 


you at a momeiit when you are unable to 
defend yourself, and when the whole coun- 
try is' filled with the, enemy? Is thete a 
cottage in Scotland wbose^ owners would 
permit a valued friend; to leave it in such# 
circumstances r And can you think we will 
allow you to go from a castle which we 
think strong enough for our own defence ?" 
'VLord EvandaTe need never think of 
it,** said Lady Margaret " I will dre$s 
hia wounds myself ; it is all an old wife is 
fit for in war tirte j but to quit the Castle 
of Tilliet;udlem when the sword of the ene- 
my is drawn to slay him,f-^tl» meanest 
trooper that ever wore the king's coat om 
bis back should not do so, much less my 
young Lord £vandale.--^Ours is not a house 
that ought to brook such dishonour.- The 
Tower of Tiliietudlem^ has been too much 
distinguished by the visit of his most sa- 
cred*'-^ . '-•;•■ 

Here she was interrupted by the en trance 
of the M^f. 

"We have taken a prisoner^ my dear 
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%ttiiftle,'' ^akLEditfa'^M a w«ii]idedf>n(mer, 
«Ad be lUBtai to escape, ffom us. Ym. 
Amit lieip tts to keep him hy fo9ce«'' 
<< Loid Evandale T dMskhncd thg vt^ 

^ rao* V I am. as amckpfeasedoii. wken i got 
iB^jr fint coiDmt§i|ioii« Oansadmse ^ mpoit- 
ved you were killed, or miewiiigp at l^ast." 

'^ X ^ouHlhaiTie . be^ ^m^ faoit for a 
fcie&d o£ yonra^? jakL .LooriL £vaiidale» 
fipfiakiog with soaM-^notbi^. Aid heaLdiiTg 
his eyes on tfaef^und^fts. if .he widbedttb 
avoids seeing the iwprQssion that what he 
was aboat to sny*. ssoiild maki&iq»oaiMiBs 
fieUeadeib '' I^twas ufihorMdiaadidefeiiftf^ 
tess^ andtjiie^WQrdjBatseditodttiia&BhfciDey 
vhea youog Mjr Mortatt, ithfi^pristtDar fax 
whom.jQn : iatetested yoandt y^\fsxdi$j 
morning iotefpoaediaAheimofiligpiieratis 

, nsMker^ preaerwd my 1^ -. and ftwaisticd 
me with the means of i^capinigi" 

As he ended the sentence, a pa»liilieiir 
nmty owixrame. h^. &t$t i«salati9ii|. he 
raised his eyes to £dith's face^ aadiimSf- 
gmed.fctf emXd rfad in Jlie glow jof her 


♦ 

<^(Ai 4Uid' Ibe spftf kleof ber i^e^ joy at 
bewrini; of Wer hnr«i^> wfietf and ^reedoni, 
«Bd triiittph at hib aa« bnnog teem lift 
IttMiii tte raqeof gcwewmlty; Su«b, in^ 
4wit wti«>lMff fieeliagtf, ttuirt&i^ «wre«19 
«0' atidg)etNv(itdi4Ri«lim«aidai' vf tlK* toady 
A-«tfknew iritiv which Lord' fiv«iidale had 
hastened to bear^wkneM to the tti«nt of a 
limMitefi' rvv^l, and: to ackoowl^go anob- 
%al^<)« «ft«^ itt^tti |»Abahtiity, he ^eaU 
rather)ba.ve>o<ir^^ tw aiiy>4|ichcr ittdii^idttal m 
the WitlSi 

MnjjopMklUaidtKS, who'WohUlikevAiriaanne 
obser««dalye<iiMiU«iiii9fSeitfaieiifairty$ even 
tsd ' they- Ipeti- tnueit «m*^ tuaidbbdly ' est- 
^i^feFkc^, eowtentiBid ' hitnadf- Hri^? taying, 
'* Since Henry Moi<tf6n lwsi4tffi«c«nle'witli 
TiHieng rOJKAl^ I^afii glad to hwito««Keited 
ti<;'^bu«f hoftv^mirill^^^^mir «((itlieiBrn 
MMnv as. he^qatk laiAeed^^ P i^HidMPdiwIfit 
\ti I :ltiio¥r^ hi* {)t4iifc^)lek,< oni 'that lie 
dMMtt tlfeit* ejiwt^and^lfy^in^' r £4Mi«t 
h^Mn*cM]lfti-kttg)f4ttl(6Mi«i^ «ifito(apatbi;bc'pe> 
d«ntiyof i^illfoH*pf0i^^WfiMtti9»uwtMi» 
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Poundtexty who, after enjoying the indUU 
gence of the government for so many 
years^ has now, upon the very first ruffle, 
shewn himself in his own profier GoIo^rs, 
#uid set off, with three parts of his trop- 
eared congregation, to join the host of the 
fanatics«*-*-But how did you escape after 
leaving the field, my Lord ?" 

'* I Tode for my life, as a recreant knight 
must/' answered Lord Evandale, smiling. 
^/' I took the route where I thought I had 
least chance of meeting with any qf th( 
enony, and I found shelter for several 
hours-^you will hardly guess where." 
- ''At Castie^Bracklan, perhaps," said Xor 
,dy Margaret, *' or in the house of son^e 
p^r loyal gentlen^an ?*" 
' '' No» madain. I was repulsed, under 
one mean pretext or another, from mpre 
than one housie of that description, for fear 
of the enemy following my traces; but! 
found refuge ii;i the cottage of a poor wi- 
do w, whose hu9][>and had been shot within 
these three months by a party of our corps, 
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ancL whose two sons are at this very* mo* 
ment with the insurgents." 

'' Indeed ?** said Lady Margaret Beliea- 
den ; ^* and was a fanatic woman capable 
of such generosity ? — but she disapprovedy# 
I suppose, of thie tenets of her family?*^ 

" Far from jt, madam^"* continued the 
young nobleman ; ^^ she was fn principle a 
rigid recusant, but she saw my danger and 
distress, considered me as a fellow-crea& 
ture, and forgot that I was a qavalier and 
a soldier. She boui^l my wounds, and per- ; 
mitted me to rest upon her bed, concealed > 
me from a party of the insurgents who: 
W6re seeking for stragglers, supplied me . 
with food, and did not suffer me to leave 
my place of refuge until she had learned > 
that I had every chancy of getting to this ; 
tower without danger./ 

*' It was nobly done," said Miis Belleup . 
den ; ^* and I trust you will have an .op«> 
portunity of rewarding her generosity.'* 

*^ I am running up an arrear of obliga* . 
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tioa on all sides^ Miss Beltendeii, dvriag 
these unfortunate oocurrences,^ .Ptplted 
Lord Evand^le ; ** but when I cam attain 
the means of shewiog my gratitude, the 
%iH slmU not be wanting." 

All new joined in pressing Lard ETan- 
dale to relinquish his intention of leayrng 
the Castle; but the argument of Major 
Belleftden proved Ae most effectual^ 

^ Your presence in the Castle will be 
moat useful, if not ahaolately neoessaiy»: 
my Xord^ in oc^er to maintain^ by your au* 
tbori^, propev discipline among: the UU: 
]owa whonjL Ciayerhouse has l^fi in: gar^ 
sonJieve, and who do not prime tobe d?/ 
the moat orderly descriptioa. of .imnates.; 
atid, indeed, we have tlio. Cobne^'sau^liOi^ 
rfty, for that very pnrpiosei^ to detains amy • 
officer of his regiment. wIkx migfalt jnsa, 
thi&way.'^ . 

* ^^ That/' said Lerd Evtedale, .^ is an mt* 
answembk ar^menjt, sittcr.it shi9W& Ise 
that my residence h^re may beii isstful> 
even in my present disabled state/' 


*^ Far-^oto wottQcb', my Lolrd^'' 8ai<d the< 
H^Qty '' if my iMater, Lady Bellenden^ will 
uod^rtfthe: to give battle to any feverish' 
sy^mpt^mj if sueb should appear^ 1 #iU an- 
swer that my old campaigneri Gideoii»v 
Pike, shall dress a flesh-wound with any of 
thelnccfrporatfoni bf Barber Surgeohs.^ He. 
hi^ enough ^of practice in Montrose's time; . 
for we hail few regula;rly*bred army chi^ 
rii^rge<m$, as you may welL.suppos*#-!'Yoia> 
i^de t0! sMy with us, thea ?'* 
-■ ''My reasons for leaving .the Castle^'' 
s;^ Iu>rd Evanddle, gltfUcing a look to-. 
w^H^Bdith^ ^Hhougb they evidently seemh 
eii:weighty> mast needs give way to those» 
wllich infer the power of serving you. 
M^y I> preauGDey Major» to enquire into thfi 
means aud plan of defence which you have 
p^ef^red ? or can I attend you to examine 
the works ?" 

It did not escape Miss Bellenden» that 
Lord £>vandale seemed mueh exhausted^ 
broth in body and mind. ^ I think, sir,** 

she said^ addressing the M9JQTf ^[ that since 
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Lord Evandale condescends to become an 
officer of our garrison, you should begin by 
rendering him amenable to your authorityi 
and ordering him to his iapartment^ that he 
may take some refreshment ere he enters 
on military discussions/' 

'^ Edith is right,'' said the old lady; 
'^ you must go instantly to bed/ my Lord, 
and 4ake some febrifuge, Avhich I will pre- 
pare with my own hand ; and m}* lady-^in* 
waitings Mistress Martha WeddelU shall 
make some friar's chicken^ or something 
very light. I would not advise wine. — John 
Gudyilii let the housekeeper make ready 
the chamber of dais. Lord Evandale muirt' 
He down instantly. Pike will take off the 
dressings and examine the state of the 
wounds." 

** These are melancholy preparations, 
madam," said Lord Evandale, as he return* 
ed thanks to Lady Margaret, and was 
about to leave the hall,—" but I must sub- 
mit to your ladyship's directions; and I 
Irust that your skill will soon make me^ a 
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more able defender of jour cfuiUe. than J 
am at present Yoii must render my )}ody » 
serviceable . a,s soon as you can^ for you 
have . no use for my head while yqu have i 
Major BelleBden." 

With these words he left Ui^aj^artm^t./ 

^' An^ excellent young mauj^ and a mo-: 
dest/* said the Major. i 

'^ None of that conceit^'^ said Lady , Mm** 
gareti ^^that often makes young folka^aup-: 
pose they know better how their , com* . 
plaints should be treated thaQ peiople.that 
ha:Ve had experience/' . : 

'* And so generous and handsome a 
young nobleman,'" said Jenny Denntson,; 
who had entered during the latter part of; 
this conversation, and was now left alone 
with her mistress in. the haill, the Major; 
returning to his military cares, au4 Lady, 
Margaret to her medical preparations^ . 

£dith only answered these encomiums; 
witb a sigh ; but, although silent, ^he felt, 
aud. knew better than any one how much 
they were merited by the person on whoil^ 


t^ey were bestowed JenBy, however^ felt- 
ed not to follow up her blow* 

• ** Aftei* a*, it's true that my leddy saye-** 
there's nae trusting a presbyterian ; they 
are a' faithless man-swora^ Iooii8% Whae- 
wad hae thtoght that young Miln wood 
and Ciiddie Headriggwad hae ta*eiL<m wi' 
thae rebel blackguards?'^ 

' ^* Wbat^ do you mean by such improba* 
bie^nonsense^ Jenny r" sakl her young mis^ 
tresa, very much displeased. 

^* I ken if s no pleasing for you to hear, 
madam/' answered Jenny, hardily ; ^* and 
Ws as little pleasant for me to tell ; but 
as gade ye suld ken a' about it soon as. 
synCj and the haill castle'^s ringing wi V 

; ** Ringing with what, Jenny ? Have you 
a mind to drive me mad?" answered Edith, 
impatiently^ 

"Just thftt Henry Morton of MHnwood- 
is out wi' the rebels, and ane o' their chief 
leaders**' 

•^ It is a falsehood,'' said Edith-^'^a 
Most base caliimny I and you are very bold 


ik in^paiMtf'df siiclf trtSii^ery tb his kin^ 
aiid'coifti^-'-^tll cradty t6 mfe^to— 1# 
all tht infiobettV atid' def^ft:«l0M' vietiitifr; 
1 mekli> vAio iffunv su^# iti a- dvil walt^i 

tell jFoiT he 18 utttfrijr ineaimbltf of it; itf 
cVery serise,** 

^ D^rr dear i MiM'Blitfhd* re|yti«r^J^n- 
sljTi ntHI ooMtia»t6 her teiay tbiey tnaiiii 
bebetltr a€)|uett<led \ii^ y€«tfg» tiiPefi thaftt 
I aiDi or ever wish to b'e^ thaCk^Mi' tell pire-» . 
ceekely v^t't'EftyVed^aM* or no €apa« 
hte</. ]^t there ha^ been' Trooper Tmi^ 
ainid anotheir chfeldi out in bon&ets and grey 
^afd^i Uke oonntrymen; to teootn-*--r43€on- 

thby bae' been aim«g the rebels; andi^ 
bnM^bt ' biack word that ' thty bad seen 
young^Mtlnwood/ mounted on atfe o' the 
iiragoon horses^ that waft ta^eii at Loudon^ 
failli ai-nred' vn' sword' and pistoW lil^ ^ba . 
bitt bimr and baaid and gtove wi' the fore- 
nios^t o^ them; and dreeltng and command^ . 
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ing the men $ and Cuddle at the heels o*^ 
biniy inane o' Seijeant Bothwell's laced 
waiitcoats, apd a cockit hat with a bah o*. 
blue jibband$ at it, for the auld cause o'. 
the Covenant, (but Cuddie aye liked a blue^ 
ribband) and a ruffled sark, like ony lord oV 
the land-^it sets the like o' himi indeed t^ , 

^' Jenny/' said her young mistress, has* 
tily, *' it is impossible these men's report- 
can. be true ; my ftncle has heard nothing- 
of it at this instant.** . k 

** Because Tarn Halliday,'' answered ther 
handmaiden} ** came in just five 'minules^ 
after Lord Evandale ; and when he beard 
bis Lordship was in the Castle,- he swcr0 
(the pfOfafte loon) he wouJid be d---d ere 
he would make the report, as he ca'd it» of 
his news to Mnjor Belienden, since them 
was an officer of his ain regiment in the 
garrison; Sae he wad have said naethingi^ 
till Lord Evandale wakened the nextmoriK 
ing ; only he tjauld me about it/' (here 
Jenny looked a little down,) ** just to 
me about Cuddie/ 
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^^ Fob, you silly gliW* said £dHh« .assiiF^ 
iniiig some courage, 'f it is all a trick of 
that fellow to teaze you,** 

^' Na, madam, it canna be that^ for John 
Gudyill took the other dragoon (he's an 
auld hard<rfavoured man, I wotoa bis name) 
into tbe^ ceUtfri and gae him a tass o^ 
brandy to get the news out o' him» ^nd he 
said just the same as Tarn Halliday, word 
for word; and Mr Gudyill ivas in sic a 
rage, that he tauld it a' ower again to us, 
and says the haill rebellion is owiog to the 
nonsense o' my Leddy, and the Major, and 
Lord Evfindale, that begged off young 
Milnwood and (yuddie yesterday mornings 
for that, if they had sufferedi the country 
wad hae been quiet— and troth I am 
muckle o' that opi^iop mysel." 

This last coinnieutary Jenny add^d to 
her tale^ in re^ntoient of her qiistress's ex*, 
treme and< obstinate incredulity^ She was 
instantly alaimedt however, by the effect 
ijrhijcb W new& produced upon her young 
mistress, an effect rendered doubly vi9^ 
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leirtr by tbe^ High oburdii pf ificipiw' abd 
prejiidicer ifi Which Miss' Btfllmdeti : badr 
been educated. Htr comflekiov^ becalm^ 
iiistatiitly M palc' a» a eorpse, her resplta-^ 
l^rai'do difficult that It wav cfntfa^^ point o# 
altogiether failing ^er^ and her litnb¥0o^iim' 
caipabte af etippoMhig'htr that sb^ 8ulaik|< 
rti^r tbatif' satj* down upon^ otie^ orf tlw 
se&tflfMH tbe hall; a&d seein^kl^oli the t/t^ 
of fiiifiticig^ Jenny' tried <cold vrater> burnt 
feathersj cutting of Iaces> alAl all other re- 
medies usual in' hysterical casesi but witl^ 
out Any immediate effect; - 

«^Gk)d ft>rgi*e me, what hae» I donet^ 
md the repentant fiUe^de^chambr^, ** I 
wish' ' my tongue bad been cuttit onf 1-*--^ 
Wba wad bae^ tbgngbf & her taking- oar 
that way, and a! for a young kdr^-'-^y 
MisA £difh— de^hr Mis9 Edith^, baud yeur 
heart up^ about it, it^s maybe no true for a^ 
that 1 hae said-~0, 1 wish my mouth hatf 
been blistered'!— A^ body tetknie my tongue* 
will do me a mischief some day. What if 
my Leddy comes ? ot the ' Major f-* and* 
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sWs^ sittiBg' is the tbirone too tb&t tttc 
body bas Mto in* since that weary moromg^ 
the King was here! — O, \>*hat will I d<y? 
What- will' become o* us ^'^ 

While Jenny Denntson thus lamented^ 
b^self and ber mistress^ £dith slowly re*-^- 
tumedfrboi the paroxysm mtaMFbich she', 
had been thrown by^ this- unexpected^ intel^ 
hgence^ , 

^^ If he had been unfortunate^'^ she sMd^' 
" r neve^icould have deserted bim^ I ne» 
vet did so, eten^ ^en there was danger*^ 
and disgrace in pleading bis cause. If he- 
haddted^ I would bave noumed bim — if 
be had been unfaithfol^ I would havefor* 
given him; but a rebel tohis Kiftgj— ^ 
traitor to hia coimtryy^-^the associate and 
colleaguetyf cut-throats and common stab* 
berS)-— the persecutor of all that isneble,'. 
— -iSie professed and bjasphemoos enemy 
of all thai is sacred^^ — I will teat him from^ 
my heart, if my life-blood should ebh ii^ 
the effort r 

Sie wipedulier^eyes, and rase- hastHy^ 
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from the great chair^ (or throne, as Lady 
Margaret used to call itj while the terrified : 
damsel hastened to shake up the cushion, 
and efface the appearance of any one ha-; 
ving occupied that sacred seat ; ' although 
King Charles himself, considering the; 
youth and beauty as well as the affliction 
of the momentary usurper of his hallowed 
chair, would probably have thought very 
little of the profanation. She then has- 
tened officiously to press her support on. 
Edith, as she paced the hall apparently ia 
deep meditation^ 

'* Tak my arm, madam ; better just tak 
my arm ; sorrow maun hae its vent, and 
doubtless" — ^ 

" Nq, Jenny,*' said Edith, with firm- 
ness; you have seen my weakness, and 
you shall see my strength." 

" But ye leaned on me the other morn-, 
ing. Miss Edith, when ye were sae sair 
grieved." 

*' Misplaced and erring affection may 
require support, Jenny-^duty can support 
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itself ; yet I will do tiothing rashly. I, will 
be aware of the reasons of his conduct^-*-: 
and then — cast hioi off for ever," was the 
firm and determined answer of her young 
lady. 

Overawed by a manner of which she 
could neither conceive the motive^ nor es- 
timate the merit, Jenny muttered between 
her teeth, ^* Odd, when the first flight's 
ower, Miss Edith taks it as easy as I do» 
and muckle easier, and I'm sure I ne^er 
cared half sae muckle about Caddie Head« 
ngg as she did about young Milnwood# 
Forbye that, it's maybe as weel to hae a 
friend on baith sides; for, if the whigs 
luld cum to tak the Castle, as it's like 
they may» when there's sae little victual, 
and the dragoons wasting what's o't, ou, 
in that case, Milnwood and Cuddie wad 
hae the upper hand> and their freendship 
wad be worth siller — I was thinking sae 
this morning or I heard the news." 

With this consolatory reflection the 
damsel went about her usual accommoda« 
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tionfi, leaving ber iiiifttr«s^ to ^siftbdol her 
mnid' M she beM ttfight^ for evadieatfng 
tliesea:timdnts which sl^kaidiiTtbertb ett* 


i . 
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caAPTER XII. 

Oncb mot9 auto the breaeh«-^ar friiindiri once more^ 

On tise trtfamg^ o£ tibia d^r^ all the j in* 
fotmatioo whieb. tb^ could p«Mtti:e ted 
thc«| ki^ e;fsp€ot^ that, th^: immgtiit army 
would b^ with early jdawii oa tbtir march 
agfdoflt Tillietiidl^mi I^rd. Evandale's 
ifrcmnds bad been examtaed l^ Fike^ who 
rcpostodi tbead ill a vrciy promissitg atiate. 
They were numerouff^ iKit. n^^e of amy 
coftsei|iie]ice ;i aivi tlie loss. df - blooi^ as 
mock pefhapa aa the boaisted specify of 
Lady M ar^sel^ had prev^ented a^y tend* 
ency tofev^r ;. so. that, notwiihstandiiiglw 
fdt axnne patm and' great .weakxieB9y the pa* 
titat maintained that he waeiahle t&: creep 
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about with the assistance of a stick. In 
these circumstances, he refused to be con« 
fined to his apartment, both that he might 
encourage the soldiersby his presence, and 
suggest any necessary addition to the plaa 
of defence^ which the Major might be 
supposed to have arranged upon something 
of an antiquated fashion of warfare. Lord 
Evandale was well qualified to give advice 
on such subjects, having served, during 
his early. youth, both in France and in the 
Low Couiitries. There. was little or no 
occasion, however, for altering the prepa.* 
rations already made; and, excepting on 
the' article of provisions, there seemed no 
reason to fear for the defence of so strong 
a place against such assailants as those hj 
whom it was threatened. 

With the peep of day. Lord Evandale 
and Major Bellenden were on the battle* 
ments again, viewing and reviewing the 
state bf their preparations, aQd anxiously 
expecting the approach of the enemy. I 
ought to observe, that the report of the 
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ii}>i€r8 had now b^^n regularly made and 
received. But the Major treated the report 
that Morton was in arms against the' go- 
vernment) w|th the most scornful incre- 
dulity^ ' 

" I know the lad bettef,* was' the only 
reply hfe deigned to make; " the fellows 
have not dared to venture near enough, 
and have been deceived by some fanci* 
ful resemblance^ or have picked tip some 
idle story/' 

' "I differ from you, Majof,* answered 
Lord Evandale j '* I think you will see 
that ypung gentleman at the head of the 
insurgents^ and, though I shall be heartily 
srory for it, I shall not be greatly sur* 
prised/* 

. *^ You are as bad as Claverhouse," said 
the Major, " who conltended yesterday 
morning down my very throaty that this 
young fellow, who is as high-spirited and 
gentlen^an-like a boy as I have ever kno wn^ 
wanted but an opportunity to place 
self at the head of the rebels/' 


S98 TAI^ES OF KT £AKD10ED* 

^'^A«d cvUMderittg the UMge wii^ili be 
hu nmredy and tbe susfMoions miikfr 
^hieh he lies," said Lord fivisiiidaley ^' what 
other eeurse h 0^n to hinv ? For my own 
party I should hardly know whettfiS)^ be 
^dtteniedTtnost U&me or }>ity%" 

^' Btamt, tny Eord P^Ptty ?^ echoed thfe 
Ifegor^ aitoiiisbed at" heaiwg sucb s^iktt^ 
«€nts, ^^be would deserve tobe hangeil, 
tbal^s all ^ a»d> were he ifvy own- ison^ I 
should see hhn strung up with piibawfe-^-^ 
iBbBBe ndeed'f' But y^uriidi'dfship cannot 
ibink as y^ aw* pleased tO' G^eak." 

'*l>gi¥e^you niy4lOB0ur» Mi^jofr BeRenw 
disn^ that I have <lMen for some time of 
opinion/ dmt'^nip poUtneiaos and' prtffet^ 
have driven matters to a painful extfetmty 
mcthia^ountty^and^aveali^ated; by vio* 
banoeJo^TarJoua Mimh^ not only the lower 
dassesy butfc^all those' in the upper taiAsi 
whom rt»o|igi>piarty-f*«Wttgj or a- dfesito of 
q«pirtykit«riW,^jA)es ittrt^ utt&ek t^ thek 
standiKd^- ' * . 

" I am no petitieito/'anigwcred'tbeMit- 
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'Mir '^^9Mi X>do not iiiidkMtMid Jiice dis- 
.timtk^f- My smrA m the Xkifi% mei 
w}mk h» €OmiMtnfJI«Jdhr»w iftindifit'oausf^'' 
^ .^^ I ton^,** MptiedrlihftTUkiiiig KxmI, ^^ycm 

jEMJli ttiottgh I kctf tBiTi with thai IdiCi eo^* 
jiiyrW^(9f# foreigiiera. Itia^ laufieyer/ no 
^^•-i to Miftte that iQaMerx im ]K>wte 
.tlwy oofDC^ :aml we «niat dcffoiiiouiMlms 
a& wQll 4ft we .can/? 

tite;J^Q«d £^id*Ici^|Kdce^tkB iraii.ofi1i» 
iftfui^enliSibegaft to siake tbetc apftearifBce 
OP. tb^;m>3ili iKhich;croifiaaci the: tapi o^ tiie 
JtiiUifUQd tfaiak^alfiBcaMkcl:xi|ipo8keto:tfae 
Xomur. JlIbesuiidsiol^lKnmvory mcKKjedomsi^ 
Wiarda, ^as if; awai» that^ m.^oingcso^ their 
colnwnairould Iiaic&;cp€MU^.tQth4Bufinofjthe 
artillery of the place. But thetc iMunibtM^ 
wiiich^aAikiit ae«ih^d> f^tr,. appeared pe« 
•m%« soito docpeoi aird-ei^oefiiitrate<thfiin« 
aeliir^% that, ja(igqKg.ofr the Masses wUeh 
cfioupied ^thfl jmid JMbiiid;.dle hinjfiH>m.tbe 
closetusai jdf Jtbeiioiit mbinAi tb^ipmaent* 
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•edx>mtbe4op of it^ their force seeinedv^gfy 
considerable. There was a pauses of anxie- 
ty on botli sides ; and, while the unsteady 
.ran.ks^of the Covenanters were agitated, 
^ if by pressure behindi or uncertainty 
as to thinr next movement^^ their arms, 
picturesque from their variety, glanced m 
the morning sun, whose beams were re^ 
'fiected from a grove of pikes, musketi^ 
halberds, and battle-axes. Thearmed mass 
occupied, for a few minutes,, this fiuctua* 
;ting position, until three or four horse- 
men, who seemed to be leaders, advanced 
frdm the fronts and occupied a height a 
little Jaearer to the castle. John Gudyill, 
who was not without some skill as an ar- 
tilleryman, brought a gun to bear on this 
detached group. 

< '' ril Jiee the falcon,** (so the small can- 
non was called>-^'V I'll flee the fitlc^m 
whene'er ycMur honour gi*es command ; my 
certie she'll ruffle their feathers for them." 
The M^r looked at Lord Evandale. 
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^^ Stay a mom^ent/' said the yoiitig ncv 
Uemaii^ ^^ they send us a flag of truce/" 

IiLfacty one of the horsemen at that mo* 
ment dismounted, andi displaying a white 
doth on a pike, moved forward toward 
the Tower, while the Major and Lord 
Evan dale, descending from the battlement 
of the main fortress^ • advanced to • nAeet 
him as far as the barricade, judging it un-^ 
wise to admit him within the precincts^ 
which they designed to defend. At the 
same time that .the ambassador set forth/ 
the group of horsemen, as, if they bad an«: 
ticipated the preparations of John. Gudyill^^ 
for their annoyance, withdrew from. the: 
advanced station which they bad o€cupi«) 
ed, ,and fell back to the main body. ) 

The envoy of the Covenanters, to judge 
by lus mien and manner, seemed fully im»: 
bued with that spiritual pride which dis-^ 
tinguished his secU His features were 
drawn up to a contemptuous primness, and: 
his half-shut eyes seemed to jscorn to/lpok- 
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nfon tii0 tetml^ ol||«ete anoiin^f ivhile, 
at eveiy toleoM Jtrl Ary.his teMs wcr^ fmnlN 
«d Diitaaediwith mi air tkftli appMuA to 
deipite ^ grQifftd. on vhiidi ftfaey tsofda 
Lofii EvBudtle coiiM not; iuppnesi a niiiife 
at tiais ttagu^fSf f^ufcu 

¥ Did you evM,'' 9^^ I» te Afayor fi«t^ 
ImMkn^ '^ Me ao^ a» ajMiird aidamatoni 
One wwiU tir€»it.««(«&ii^^ ^mgjkmm 
Can it apeak» t1ii»k jpoiad'^ 
; "^O^ay/VtaMtteM^; ''tkataaoM 
to Wi one fll ny old aaquaiffitaxKio, a 90^ 
suiiie fttiftfeaii of^ the figte pfaasaifMol loar« 
vcm^wStayH^lie eoiigla ^d bcina<r ^ ->& 
sdbout to.sumfiMMi the Castle vith tbebixtt 
omI of a ustmm mil^ndofia; |)ad«gr<« tsbo 
trumpet'' 

TliciMab!Baa» who TQ hiad^ 
a& ojiportuiMfty to ^Imcohio ajD^aagitad wit^ 
the mauMrs: of liheitf r6%ioiiiflts^ was^mpt 
&r miatalutt in lais co^eetutKv only ttviiv 
irntead of a pras> ea^idium^ the JUird^nf 
liSUigcal^ An il WiM BO left$ a iiaffioaa^a^ 


i^lilled* viilr a Steatemii voiecv ^ iwrw 
oip the twenty-fottrth Ptelw : 

<< Ye gaies lift up your heads, ye doen» 
Doors that do last for aye> 
' Benftedup^ — ^ 

' '^I i»\4 yttt fo,*^ mM f ht Mi^r to EvaiK 
dsife^ ^od ^n preMirted Immelf at tiia 
eilf ABcar' ef the bankade, demamKng to 
know IW what pttrfKiee or mteat he made 
that' doleful nofse^ like a bog ib a high 
wmd^ %efiea& the gitfes of the Clattie^ 

* ^I come^^ replied the anibtiMdep, ia a 
high aty^ siirill voice, acKl M^thottt aay* ef 
tlic visual salttCatkmB or deftfenoes,— ^ I 
Come fcom the godly army of the Solenm 
Leagite and Covenant, to speak with two 
oaraafl fnaiSgnaot^, WUiiam M axweHr caffi-^ 
ed Lord Evafidak, and Milea Betleadeii' 
oP Charawood*^ 

•^ And what haw you to aay to Mttea 
BellendeB and LoHrd^Eyandale ?*^ wsweveil 
IfeeMajon 

v'^^re you the partiea?** said t^e Laird 
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of.Langcale^ in the, same sharps conceited^ 
disrespectful tone of yoice. 

" Even so, for fault of better,** said th6 
Major. 

** Then there is the public summons,^* 
said the envoy, putting a paper into Lord 
^vandale's hand, /^ and. there is a private 
letter for. Miles Bellenden from a godly 
youth who is honoured with leading^ a part 
of our host. Read them quickly, and God 
give you grace to fructify by the cop- 
tents, though it is muckk to be doubted/ 

The summons ran tRus: *^We, the named 
and constituted leaders of . the gentlemen, 
ministers, and others, presently in arms for 
the cause of liberty and true religion, do 
warn and summon William Lord £van» 
dale and Miles Bellenden of Charnwood,. 
and others presently in arms, and keeping, 
garrison in the Tower of Tillietudlem, to. 
surrender the said Tower upon fair condi* 
tion? of quarter, and license to depart with 
' bag and baggage, otherwise to sujffer such: 
e;Ktremity of fire and sword as belong by 
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the laws of war to thos^e who hold- out an 
^untenable* post. And so in ay God defend 
his own good cause." 

This summons was signed by John Bal- 
four of Burley, as quarter-master-general 
of the army of the Covenant, for himself^ 
andinnanie of the other leaders. 

The letter to Major Belienden was from 
Henry' Morton. It was touched in the 
following langiiage : >^ 

i 

VI havife taken a step, my venerable 
frietidy which, among many painful conse- 
quences, will, I api afraid, incur your very 
decided disapprobation. But I have taken 
my resolution in honour and good ixiitb, 
and with the full avowal of my own cbii- 
. science. lean no longer submit to have 
my own rights and tho;se of my fellow- 
subjects trampled upon, our freedom vio- 
lated, \our persons insulted, and our blood 
spilt, without just cause or legal trial. 
Providence, through the Violence of the 
oppressors themselvesi seems now to have 
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opcMd A Way of ^toUmenmce ti^om tki$ tb* 
totemble tyranny^ aimd I do not htilil lum 
deserving of the name and rights of it fii^tf* 
tattif i^hOf thitiktng at I do^ shtU IKi^itb- 
hold hit am fio« the cause of hit dounl»r]f« 
Bat God» who kcwCMs ihy heatt^ bd fiiy 
witness, tfadt I do taot share the angr)r or 
▼iolent pasiionis Hf tkt expressed awt ha* 
ttssed SttdSfiwrs with whooa I asl now ai6t* 
ing. My most earnest aid amtioat dri^ite 
is, to see this unnatural war brought to a 
iqoiaedy end, by the unkm of tbe'^od, 
wise, tmd modefate of aiU jptattios, and a 
peace restore^ whteh, without injury to 
tbe King's tonititutkmal rights may sttb* 
atitiite the authority of equal lows fet that 
of miUtary violelaMi^i aiAdi pcinmttti»|; to 
931 men to woishtp G*d aceofditog to their 
own consciences, lOay aubdue fanatioal en- 
thusiasm by reasott and «li)dfMSSy instead 
of driving it to fitnzy by perseeution and 
iatoletnoe. 

'' With tibne stfatii»enl% yo«i mny eoSr 
ocxfe with wfaat ptaie I appear in mmhi^ 


fore thtt hmn 0i ytMf v^mmMt nlvfUv^i 
irbfoii we uwterflttcid jhm pMpose to bold 
out afainit us. Periiftt me to prass u^Ott 
jrou die usofancc^ tb«t saeh « meuwe 
will only tead to the tffitffML of lAoo&^ 
thaty if nrpulMi im tho Afttaolt^ wo are yot 
itamng tnoi^jk to Ittreit tke plaoe, «Md ra* 
iifce Yt by ImngMv beion awwre of your iMN^ 
iUierMLt propUMiOM tonuftteiti it protrivct'' 
ed stteg^. It would giieve ttie to tbe beiirt 
to thilik wfattt WMdd be tbe MilSetrngd itt 
itti^b ft ea#e, atid upon wbom they wottM 
cUeiyfiUU 

*^ Do ftot'Aippote^ ifiy respected fmndy 
that I would propose to you «iy terme 
windi cOttM eettiptomiw the high wd ho^ 
iiouf ftbtte oh^raetet whi^ you have M do* 
Mftodly won aiMl m loag bMne* If the 
rc^ulaf aoldierft (to wfoMi I will ensure o 
safe rttreai:) afe diMnisded from the place^ 
I tru8t ao Dnore wiU be required thAn your 
parole to remain neuter during this nnhap* 
py cottteM> and I will take care that Lady 
Margaret's property, as well as yours, shall 
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][>e; duly respected, and no garrbon intrii* 
ded upon you* I could -say much :ii^ farvotfr 
of thts proposal; but I fear, as.I must, m 
the present instance, appear criminal in 
your eyes, good argumi^nts would lose 
their in&iience when coming from an un^ 
welcome quarter. I will, therefore, brea^ 
off with assuring you, that whatever your 
sentiments .may be hereafter towards me^ 
mil.sense of gratitude to you can never be 
diminished or^erazisd^ and it would be th^ 
^appiesf; moment of my life thajt should 
give me more effectual means .than mere 
Y^ords 16 assure you of it. Therefore, al- 
though in the first moment of reseat- 
ment you ^may reject the proposal I make 
to you. Jet that not prevent you ffom r& 
i^umihg the topic, if future events should 
render. it more acceptable ; for whenever, 
or howsoever, I can be of service to you^ 
it will always afford the: greatest sati&fac»> 
tion to 
V .; . "Henry Mojrton." 
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' Having read thia long letter with the 
most marked indignation. Major Bellett- 
den put it into the handa biT Lord Bfran* 
■dale* 

"I would not have beK'eved Ihisi" lie 
said^ ^^ of Henry Morton, if half mankind 
had sworn it! The ungrateful, rebellious 
traitor ! rebellious in bold blood, and witlih 
out even the pretext of enthusiasm that 
warms the liver pf such a crack-brained 
fop a$ bur friend the envoy tberie. But I 
should have remembered he was a presby- 
teriau — I ought to have been aw4are that I 
was nursing a wolf-cub, whose diabolical 
nature would make him tear and snatch at 
me on the first opportunity. • Were Saint 
Paul on earth again and a presbyterian, he 
would be a rebel in three months'^it is in 
the very blood of them/*^ 
^ '^WelV'.said Lord Evandale, " I will 
be the last to recommend surrender ; but, 
if oiir provisions fail, and we receive no re* 
lief from Edinburgh, or Glasgow, I think 
we ought to avail ourselves of this bpen^ 

L 2 
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k^^ t0g€t tbe i^e» ak ItMt atfil «1it of 

^' Thef WiU dMkite tU, era thcfjr wmU 
accept the protection of such a smoAkb* 
torigiied hypeierite^'' ahswered ilie Migor 
MdigMiitly ^ ^ I iMmli reBOMic*^ tbem;for 
MktivAt wet e it •thtrwtlit. fiiitlekmdia* 
MiH tbe vtortlijr liKbatMfbf^My fmncy 
he aaid^. lucHiAg to Laafcalc^ ** tell jroiir 
leaderif luid the mob tfaejr hiire gatlitcMl 
yottder^ that^ if thtiy hftve aot a particular 
opfniMi of the hkfdnetii of their owti ikirtfai^ 
I voaUl advise tkem to heit'are bow they 
knock them agatnet thtfte old walls^ AaA 
let then send no mote flags of Irwe^ oe we 
will hae^ tip th^ mesaenger in retaliatMi 
e# the aiufder of CkMmat Graluiinc/' 

Vi4ib this aaawer tbe ambkasader ratiif»- 
ed to those by whdia hi had bealii seftb lie 
hid tf> sooner reached the taaki^Mdy than 
a njEmnitir was hisaid amongat tbe wal^ 
tadfi^ aMl there waa raited, in front of their 
risks, an anple red flag, the borders ^ 
wfaieh were edged latth Una; AstUaiig^ 
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Mijitf itotaMlctefiMct iptewl out itslwg«l 
fMw upon the morahagf wim^ tb0 ancMiV 
iMttnfer df Louly Margaret's fatuity, toge^ 
titer imtii the royal eii«tgki^ were intifiedi* 
^teiy bMited on dw walit of the Tc^en 
aady St the aene tiine» a reu^l pf attilttrf 
WM ciadiiifged dgaiMt the fbreoioac rankt' 
of the lotsergemaif by which they sustatii^' 
ed softie loes^ Thew leaahira inUatttly with*' 
drew them to the afartter of the brow of 
too faiiik ' 

'< 1 thmV i«Ml J<»lni Gudyill, white he 
bumod hmatlf in rechai^l^ hie gftna, 
'' they liae kund the felcM'^ tie^i a bit 
ow^ ha^ fof thete^^It^s iM for nought 
that the hmwic whiMle*.** 

But ae he Mte#ed theiie worda^ the 
rMge was Moe tnore ctowdied with the 
mlks of the' eneeoy . A geherail disehat go 
df ^ehr ftrei^ariiia was directed againvt the 
drfeflMkete u|iott the han^tettfents. Undey 
cot%t dt Aht tnioke, a eolttttifi of pick^ 
ed; loth tttihed di»Wtf ^ road with de- 

tenalib^ eotingej &nd| tuiltiQitig with 
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firmness, a heavy £re from t3ie dt^tuietn^ 
tbiey farced 4heir way, in. spite of joprpo^ 
si.tioxi, to the first barricade by which the 
avenue wajs de£etidfid. They: wi^e led 
Qn Jby B^lfouf in person, who dkipi^yed 
qonrage equal to hi3 enthusiasm^ and, in 
spite pf every opposition, foreed the barri» 
cade, filling and wounding several of the 
diefi^nders^ and jcompelUng the rest to re-, 
treatt to their second position, Jhe pre^ 
cautions^ however, of Major BeUenden^: 
rendered this, suecess unavailing, fbr no 
sooner were the Covenanters in possession 
of th^e post, than a ckse and destructive 
fire wa^ poured into it from the Castle^ 
and from those stations which comn^andr 
ed it in the rean Having no mftans of pro- 
tecting themselves from this fire, or of re^ 
turning it with eflpect. against men^ who-; 
were upder cover pf their barricades mid 
djefencj^s, .the, Covenanters wei^e obliged to 
retreat i but pot until they bad^ with theit 
axes,, destroyed the i^tpckade, so as to reu^ 
der it impossibly for the defenders tp re^ 
occupy it. 


: JBalfour wad tlie last man that relired^ 
tie even remaiaed fbiF a ahirt ftpace^ al*^ 
iB^st alone, with an axe in }iis band, la^ 
iK>ifiring like ^ pionteit amid the storm of 
tmll^ many of which were specially aimed 
Against hktit The retreat of the party he 
commanded H^as not effected without hea^ 
vy loss, and' served as a severe lei^sou cou-^ 
cel-ning.the local advantagea possessed by^ 
the garrison* 

The next attack of the Covenanters wa& 
made with more caution* . A strong party, 
of marksmen, (many of them competitors 
at the game of the ^ippinjay) under the 
commatid of Henry Morton, glided through 
the wooda whefe they afforded them the 
beat shelter, and, avoiding the open road,* 
endeavoured, by forcing their way through 
the bushes and trees, and up 4he rock^ 
which surrounded it on either side, to gaia 
a position, fmm which, without beiug ext 
posed in aa.intolerahle degree> they might 
annoy the Bank of the second barricade 
while it was menaced ia front by a second 
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aitedc from Bntky^ Tbs l^tieged ttUr flie 
danger of this noventetity imd ^ubavoair* 
mi to tiiipodt tibe appvoacJh of tke mtriBo^ 
men^ by firing upoB tfaem at ^l^rjr pMit 
irhere tbty ibewcsd theoiielveft Tho ooi 
Milaiitii on tiio other htmdy disploji^ed gmt 
eo<^iiiBi0) apirity mdJudgnMBt in the sMtt* 
Mr in; which they apf hacehed tbe iklelx^ 
oel. Thtt vae, 'm a gfMt miriasdre^ to bo 
ascribed to the steady and adnrit mamietf 
in whicb they wttt oc^idtMted by HSitir 
yottthfiil kad<r> who showed as itweh sldtt 
in pro<eeliag hiflt owiix MbWeraaa sfikit in 
aaiiioyiiii; the eMttiyw 

He lie:|MMe«ily eBJoincd hhi HiariBwwis 
to dbeet fi^ir dm trltbefty iipoa tfao red4 
coata, «id to^sazre the others cis|n^ tii 
the deCsnoe of the Ckiatle ; dndy aimve JkUj 
to sfiore the lijfe ^f the old Migor^ nihovi 
anxiety ihade him more tfaaii oai^ ek^ 
pose hissself m a manner^ that, without 
mch geneionty ott the part of tiie eneuf 
my»r night hare prtfred &ta^ A 4ro^ 
phsg &e of iMssketry now glattoed ftobir 


WMtf psrt «f die pvfin|Ml6iii8 moiiAt on 
Whkk tik« Outfe w«9 fbottdeA From bDhh 
ttt itadbMMf Don crag to irngMram tM€ tfe 
ti4o^ tho aMHrloniid coMwutd to adruiat^ 
vmUiog ^«aM«ireoof kfasdMi oad looto 
tof sMitt tb0ir aMOtoty ami ooiHiMidiiig itf 
OMO wMi Ifae diBauhrastafos of tile gmmi 
ood tho ire of ttM iMiiiyf At loiigtfa Onf 
got ao faigk on the ascon^ tfaait Mvoral of 
tlioin poaoesifcd an op^tuilly of fifitq; 
iftto tine tamdaik agaiiMt tl|0 dofendoi% 
who then lay oxpotod to tbdtr aim| and 
Bmi^^ availiitg himaelf df the donfuAion 
of the nvottieatv avrvied ftrwofd to tho «l^ 
taoki ia iroot^ Htf Antot M^aa made with 
thpfc Man da&pccmtion aiid fary aa hefofo^ 
aad aaot with ka» rcaistaiice^ the defendora 
hmmg alarsMd at tbo fMXvgtesa which tho 
slMrp^ahootOra had a^nfo in tnrn&ng tiio 
flaiik of tittir potiuwiv Deftecimnecl to im^ 
paOi^o hm odMnta|;ef Buriey^ with hia axt 
ib hia faami^ {mutmi^ the patty whoan ho 
hod diikM%ad eron to the tfaifd and toift 
hankrad^ aoid on>oped i* dong with tham^ 

7 
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^* Kill, kill*— down with the cn/emies Xff 
God and his people ! — No quarter— The 
Castle is ours T were the cries by which he 
animated hii friends ; the most undaunted 
^f whom followed him close^ whilst the 
t>thers9 with axes^ ^pkdes* and other implr- 
faients^ threw up earthy ciit down treesi 
hastily labouting'to establish such a defem 
sive cover in the rear of the second barri^ 
cade as might enable theni to retain pos^ 
session of it^ in case the Castle was not 
barri^d by this coUp-de-main. 

Lord Evandale could no longer restraid 
his impatience. He charged with a few sol** 
diers who had been kept in reserve in the 
court-yard of the Castle ; and, although his 
arm was in a sling, encouraged them-, by 
voice and gesture, to assist their compa* 
nions who were engaged with Burley. The 
combat now assumed an air of desperation^ 
The narrow road was crowded with the 
followers of Burley, who pressed forward 
to support their companiona. The soldiers^ 
animated by the voice and presence of Lord 

10 
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Evandale,. foi}ght with fury, their small 
nunibers belBg insome.measure com}>ehsa- 
ted by their greater skill, and by their possess- 
fing the ut>per ground, .which they defend- 
ed des»perately with pikes and halbeDds, as 
.well as with thebutt of the carabines aad 
their broad-swords.^ Those within the Cas- 
:tle endeavoured taa&sist their companions^ 
^whenever they could so level their ^nsas 
;to &re'U{>on the enemy witliout endanger- 
ing their friends* Thesharp-shooters^ di9- 
:perse<l around^ were firing ancessantly on 
each objiect that was expQsed upon the bafe- 
tlemeat The Castle was enveloped with 
dmoke, and the rocks rang to the criqs^of 
the combatants. In the midst of this 
scene of confusion, a singular accident had 
nearly given the besiegers .possession of 
4he fortress. 

- Cuddie Headrigg, who> had advanced 
among the marksmen, being well acquaial>- 
ed with every rock and bush in the vicing 
^ of the Castle, where he had so often rga* 
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wits wit^ JMby Dieiittjftoii^ #tt>ec^ 

farther, and t^itfa ItA^ d^ger, th*h moDst 
4»f his cpmfia&iotiir, excej^tiAf mttm time 
w foar whb had followied hitn ddie. Now 
Ctf^dte) tfawfb ft ti*ttiire i£t]ifMgfi fellow 
^fotir the whol^ mi^ by «io metvis ^nd 0f 
4latiger) eitiief fot* itft Mv« istois oribf^ thai 
of the glory which aHends it^ Xn his a;^- 
tance^ tlienfore, he had nm^ aa the ph^aate 
^faes^ taktia tba biilt hy iMt horn«, <n- aid^ 
tended in front laf the etiemiea iire; Oh 
l3ie cotatf airy, he h«d edfed g^tidoaily awogr 
from the «oene df actfon, kud, tupfitog lii^ 
fine of Mdtut rattoer i& the left^ had piifL 
aMd tc ufiitii it bft^^t hifft ttttdier & fUMM 
ol the Castle dHle^at from that befbre 
which the jsfartiea were tidgaged, ami *o 
which the defenders had given ttO* a^ttetf* 
tMOy tmithig to the iftMpi^eKa of ttM ^re- 
^dp€e» Thefe wia, howm?^ on this p«ifii^ 
o certattt window belo«igi«g to a eertaea 
pmtry, aiMl ootiiftra»ie*ting with toertaiA 


jevr^tretf trUdi gitw out o£ a steep ddft of 
ibe rocky beiftg tfte very pass tfaraugb wbioh 
^OoDse^Gibbie w^ smuggled out of the 
Castle in order to carry £ditVs express to 
CfaarB«rood^aad vbicb iwd pfobsblyi in iOi 
day^ been used for other contrabsiad pui^ 
posM. C^die^ retting upom, the btiit ofhis 
gtto^ and looking np at this irindow"^ ob•tf^> 
Ye»i to oa« ofhis <!9impwsmM^-^* There's a 
place I ken wed { moay a tttne I hae help* 
ed Jenny Dennison. ont o' tkat winnock, 
forby. creeping in whiles my sei to get some 
^a£to» at e'en afteir the pleugh irtis k>osed/' 

^' Atd .what's to hinder us to creep in 
just now ?*' 8^ the other, who was a smarl^ 
etiterpris^ngyoaAig bellow. 

^* There's no muckie to hioder n^ aa' 
tkait.wtreaV' aniwered Cuddie; '* bat 
wliitt were we to do deist ?" 

'' Wa'U tak the Castle^'' crisd the other ; 
^bere ai€ fire or sist o^ «% aad a' theaodb- 
gcn are engagjed at tbe gate/' 

*^ Coflw awa' wi' ypi% then/' said Cad- 
die; *^lmtiiiNMl^de1I«fog«ryeanimiiiajr 
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on Lady Margaret, or Miss Edith, or the 
:auld Major,' or ony body but the sodgers— 
v'cut and quarter amang them^ I carena/' » 
« " Ay, ay," said tbeother, *' let us once 
•in, and weHl malce our own terms with 
them all.** 

Gingerly, and as if treading'upon eggs, 
Cuddie began to ascend the welUknown 
^pass, not very willingly ; for, besides that 
he was something * apprehensive of ^tbe re- 
ception he migbt'meet with in the inside, 
his'cdnscieiice insisted that he was making 
but a shabby requital for Lady Margarets 
former favours and protection. He got 
up, however, into the yew-tree, followed 
by his companidns, one after another. The 
window was small^ and had been secured 
by stauncheons of iron ; but these had been 
long worn away by time, or forced out by 
the domestics to possess a free passage for 
their own occasional convenience. En- 
trance was therefore easy, providing ther« 
was no Quk in th6 pantry, a point which 
Cuddie endeavoured to discover before he 
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made the final. and perilous step*. While/ 

his cbmpanioQS^ tberefor.ey were ui;ging 

^d threatexving. him behind} and he was 

hesitating and stretchintg his n^qk to look 

into the apattmenty his b^ad /became yisv^ 

ble to. Jjknhy.Dennisony who had einscon- 

ced herself in said.pantry as the safest place; 

in which to wait the. issue of the assault 

So jsoon as this .object of teirror^caught her 

eye, she set up a hysteric screajm, flew ta 

the adjacent kitchen, and, in the, desperate; 

agony of fear, seized onapotof kail-brose. 

which she her^olf had h^qg on the,fir,e be* 

fore the .combatbegan, haying promised to 

Tam.Halliday to, prepare his breakfast for, 

hinik Thus bur thene.d> she returned to the 

window.of the pantry, and still e^^claiming, 

" Murder! murder!— rwe are a' harried 

and^ ravished— t^iCi Castle's ta'en — tak- it 

amang ; y^e f —she discharged ; the- whole 

scalding cQii tents 4)f the ppt, accompanied^ 

with a disjqal y €;ll, iip(>n the person of tbe 

unfortunate Cii^i?.. however w^elcpipj^ 

the mess might have been, if Cuddie and it 


iHid Ibeccmie ao^MiiitfdS m a wgviwm^ 
ser, Ike effis<ts/ aa adminiitend by Jcaiiqr/ 
wotild prab&bly hav« eurcd him^^iKMmw*^ 
ing for ever, had ht Ibetn lookng Qjnrai^s 
wheii it wto thrown ypoii htm* Qnt^ iowbift 
Bately Ibr our man of war, be b^d t$k€B tlie 
alarm vtpottJtnnfs first acfcam^ andnrad. w 
the act eftookmgdowB, expottiilatnig withf 
his eenrade^i wbi^ impfdedf the letaeat 
wbicK fae was ai^xieua to> coamence; sice* 
that the stert eap and b«ff coat M^Mdtn fiac^ 
merly belonged tK>Seijea»tBoliiwell^ luaiqy^ 
garments 0f' an exeeflent enduraiuze, jua* 
tected !m person agaki^ the gveater past 
of the scalding brose. Snougb^ bowewti; 
reached him to annoy him severe^, so thit 
nt the pain and surprise ho jumped haatiljr 
out 6f the tree, otersottmg his fbibww^ 
to the manifest danger of theif limb% andt 
without listening to arguments, entrealsev 
or authority, made the- heat of Im way hgr 
tiie mpst safe roadto.the main body of thr 
aprmy whereunto fae beloi%ed, atid conUr 


Mitten bf tbreat& w» permatioa hB fit" 
mtled Mfon Jbojetmm 1o. the attedu 
. AsiifaJ^smyi fihmkAe^hsd tkmtvnkim 
Bid JifMOi ow^ ftdteirer's ^uftvianl mm. the 
viMids w)sMk iMf £ut Imdis vrerq psapa» 
m^ for the ^tomaah of aaotfaer^ Ae cmi« 
ttuind^her ;|Qii8 ofaliinv tu nain^ a sotmou 
isgjiiifittoai tipMi. all: tliote cfimet, whieb 
la(«|cem call Ibe Sim pleaa of tbe cnranv 
unw^ mMrim^ &m^ Wf^ and r^Mergr*. 
Xh«(s ;lii€tefifM.einlamatMiii& gav« «& mmk 
abnv M^ csifat^d such eBmt^mom mtkm 
AtfiC^tie, thatH;yar Btliaa^eB^ aad tdkt^ 

BAMiiida)(^ i^i^y^ ^^ 1^^ ta4niw off from 
t^e joagfi^wk. mthanA the gatesi aad» tiIwmi 
douMg ta the eiieaiy all thie, exteffiov di^ 
fieocea c£ the aioemi% oM&ae thetn^f Iivea 
tfiij^ Casjtie itself, €09 fcfur pf its beiay 
Wi^ised ott aomf imguaeded point, Thenr 
otoeat mu. muBolested, for the panio q£ 
Cwfadieaaid faia conpaoiipma bad occatio»» 
^^iieaefy aanwdi^coafosioii ontheaide oi 
^4)eaie§e«i|aeti|| swMQui of Jieiiny bad 
cuiipd ^ the defipDderi. 
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*^ji6re was ?no attempt on* either side to 
renew the actionthat day. The insurgents 
had suiTered most severely ; and, from the 
difficulty which they had experieaqed ivn 
oarrying the barricaded position without 
the precipcts of . the Castle, they could 
have but little hope of stortning the place 
rtself. On the other hand, the situatioa 
of the besieged was tlispiriting and gloomy.* 
In. the skirmishing they bad lost two. or 
three men, and had several wounded ; and : 
though their loss was in proportion great- 
fy.leiss than. that. of the enemy, who bad 
left twenty mpn dead on the>piace; yet their 
small: number, could. much worse spare. it, 
while the desperate attacks.of the opposite 
party plainly showed how serious the leailera: 
were in the purpose of reducing the place,: 
and. how well seconded: by the zeal of their, 
followers. But, especially, the garrison Jiad. 
ta fear for hunger,, in casejblQckade should 
be resorted to as the means, of ; reducing^ 
them*. Thie Major's . directions Jiad been^ 
imperfectly obeyed in xegard.ta k^ing^ia 
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provisions ; and the dragoons, in ^pite of 
all warning and authority» were likeljr to 
be wasteful in using them. It was, there* 
fore» with a heavy heart, that Major Bel* 
lenden gave directions for guarding the 
window through which. the Castle had so 
nearly been surprisedi as well as all others 
which offered the most remote facility for 
such an enterprise. 


VOL. III. 
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' » • • . . , "" » 

:— — The Kiog hath drawn 
' ^hie^ecathiead^'al^tfaeluidtogelliei', -^ 

Thb leaders of the presliyterian army 
had a serious consultation upon the even- 
ing of the day in which they had made 
the attadc on Tfflietudlem. They could 
not but observe that their followers were 
disheartened by the loss which they haid 
sustained, and which, as usual in such ca- 
ses, had fallen upon the bravest and most 
forward* It was to be feair ed, that if they 
were suffered to exhaust their seal and 
efforts in an otgect so secondary Us the 
capture of this pettj fort, their numbers 
would melt away by degrees, and they 
would lose all the advantages arising out 
of the present unprepared state of the go* 
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veTDixient Moved by* ibese'Hrj^nie&tSy it 
vn agreed tbat tbe main bocty^ of tbe ar# 
»y should match kgainst Giugow^ and 
dislodge the totdiers iv4i6 'were lyii^ in 
that town, ^fhe <:ouncil nominated Hcniy 
Morteni with otberB» to this )a«t storYice, 
and appointed fiurley to the cdnvfliafid of 
aehosen body of five -htfndred men^ who 
were to * remain behind^ for the p^poae 
of biockading th« Tdwir tyf ^llitotadlem. 
Morton testified the greatest repugiiance 
to this arrangement 

<^ He had the atifongeislt {ifcfraMmil liio- 
tives/' he s&id, '^ ferMesiring to remain 
near TiUietndiem ; and iff the maottgement 
of the^ siege' were committed to^him, be 
had4ittl« doubt bat that he WotiM britig it 
to snob an ai0eo(nmodati>otf ii8» wMiout 
bdfig^rgorous^to the besieged, w^nldfuU 
ly^ answer the purpose of tbe besieger*/' 

4ltt^)ey. readily guessed the cause of bis 
yoniig colleague^s^ reluctance tomove With 
thte'army ; for; tnte^sCed as he was rn^pii 
pFeerafing the characters With Whoin lie 
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bad to dealt be had cobtriyed*: thfough the 
itmplicity. crf^ Cuddiei and th$, eqthuftiasig 
0f old Mauac^ to ge.t much infQriBatiQn cqh- 
ceraiQg Morjtonfs relations with;th9 family 
of Tillietudlem. ; He thercfote. tpojj the 
advantage of Poumltext ariyipg to.fp^ak 
to hu9UBtefi9, as he 8aid» for some short $p]ac6 
of time, which. Burley rightly interpreted 
to meafi an.hour at the very least, ai3d sei* 
;Eed that momept to withdraw Morton 
fiQiB the hearing of ihi^r cplles^ufs, ,and 
to bold the foUowing s^rgument with .bl<Qu 
. /^ Thou art iinwise^ Hen^y Mortpp,» to 
d^ire to sacri^ce thi^ holy cause to thy 
fjnendship for an i^ncifipumctsed Philistine, 
or thy ludt for a Moahi t^h. wom^n/' . : 
. ^ I neither understwd ypv. m€^^}^g;^ 
Mr JBalfour, npr relish y^our^allHsipiis,!' re- 
plied Morton, indignaiit^ ; ^* and I know 
no reason you have to bring so. gross a 
charge^ or to use such uncivil lan|;^u;|ge.^ 
'VCpnfess, however^ iUe truth, that there 
are..thQS9 within yon dark Tpwer^ over 
whom thou wouldst rather be watching 
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like a mother over her Kttle onei^ tfaan 
thou wouldst bear the 1»Qner of the 
Church of Scottapd over the necks of her 
enemies*' : \ 

*' If you mean, that I would willingljr 
terminate this war without any bloody 
vict6iy, and that I am more anxious to do 
this than to acquire any personal fame or 
power/ you may be/' replied Morton, 
" perfebtly right/* 

^* And not 'wholly wrong,** answered 
fiurley, ^^iti deeming that .thou wouldst 
not exclude from so general a pacification 
thy friends ita the garrison of 'Hllietudlem.** 

" Certainly ,**^ replied Morton ; ** I am 
too much obliged to Major Bellenden'not 
to wish to be of service to him as far as thei 
interest of the cause I have espoused will 
permit. I never tnade a secret of my re* 
gard for him.** 

^'I am aware of that,** said l^urley; 
^ bat, if thou hadst concealed jt, I should, 
nevertheless, have found out thy riddh^ 
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\ Ixarlotn to tny words.. . Hits JViiles 
BeHenden hathr means ;to suMatina gai»> 
sta for a nvMth/' 

'^ That is not the case/' answesed Moi^ 
ton ; ** wekaow tiis storet^areiiaiidly) equal 
to a ireek V consumptiom^ > 

^^ Ay» but/' continued Bmleyi ^H Isavc 
since had proof, of the; stroogpesfe aatmei 
that such a report was spreadf:mrtbte'gM> 
rison by that wily and grey-headed maKg* 
nant^ partly to prevail oa the soldiers to 
submit to^ a diminution of their daily foodt 
partly to detain us before the walla of jm 
fortress imtil-the swordshoubk be ^whetted 
to smite and to destroy us.**: 

*' And why was not the evidence ofi ^s 
laid before the council of war r"* said Mor* 
ton. 

<'T6 what purpose r"* said' Balfbinr.^ 
'^ What need we undeceive KetttedroKuntei 
Macbfiar^Poundtoxt, and Langciie, upon 
such a po'mt? Thyself nDustown^ that 
whatever Is ttfid to them escape to^^the 


Itost; iotit of (^{ ii»Mltb/of tbi^prtwliflo 
<a: tbfir'neitt bol^nigHferdi* ThejrarBiab- 
r^adgr dkeourogeil>l^ the thougfatsa of Jyiiig 
^fore the fort a week. Whai wt^liidrbe 
^le e»fii9(fimeiic^>w6fe ihoy ondsredrtb pre- 
pare for itfae- kaguee of a moBtb r^' ' i 
. *• But whynoOneeaUt; tben^ fwm ttie*? or 
^hjrtett n flw aow'f Aad( aboteati(iwhiic 
proofe h4lee^y«li gatnoC l^^fact^^' xtotetioiD' 
adMoftODi 

Usf ; aad he put into^iiii hand a number of 
l^qliife^tioto seii« fdrfeh by Major Belletideiy, 
with f^elpti^'OH the back to vaik>usrpra^ 
prletoir8> f<»r eattlid, idorn^ nitaV &^.> to ^«i«i4l 
an amon^i't/ th4t f he stmi' toital seemed td t» 
^Iud« die poesibilit^ ^f the-garrisdn^ b^in^ 
soon distressed for provbiens. Sbt Butl^ty 
did not inform Morton of a fact which he 
himsetf knew fciU vrelii nadiety, thtD most 
of these provisiont^ never -reaetled ^ gan- 
i^oii»'0Wittg to &it ra^dtj^of the drag^ona 
sent* iD^coUe^t' tk^m, who I'eadily sold^'to 
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0M Biftn what tbey took from another/ and 
abued the M^r's press for stores^ pretty 
9iueh a» Sir John FaI<itefF did that of the 
King for men. 

^'And now," continued fiatfoaf^ohsec- 
ving that he had made the desiredimpresN 
ikm, ^* I have onfy. to. say, that I concealed 
this frosr thee no longer tluus it was co^ 
cealed from. myself, for I have only recei» 
ved these papers this morning; and 1 1^ 
jc unro tnee now, th«t thoU uiiyes^gotrn 
thy ufay rejoiciosf, and work the great work 
willingly at Glasgow^ being assured that 
no evil can befall thy friends in the malig* 
nant party; since their fort is.suffieientljf 
victualled, and I posaess not numbers sof- 
fieiettt: to do mdre against them than to 
prevent their sallying forfch*^" 

^* Atid why," continued Morton, wb^ 
felt an ine impressible reluctance to zo 
quiesce in Balfour's reasoning-r^^ why not 
permit me to remain in the cmnmand of 
.this raialler party, and march forward 
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jouridf to Gla^ow ? It is the man ho- 
Munble cbarge/* 

: ^» And, therefore, young jama/* aiiswir^ 
ed Burley, *V^^^^^ laboured th^t it should 
fae^ committed to the son of Silas Mofton; 
X am waxing old, and this grey head has 
b»l enough of honour where it could be 
gathered by dangers. . I speak not of the 
frothy bubble which men call earthly fame, 
biit the honour belonging to htm that 
doth iK>t the work negligently. But thy 
earecT is yet to run* Thou hast to vindi-^ 
<ate the high trust which has been bestow- 
ed on thee through my assurance that it 
was. dearly well-merited. . At Loudon-hill 
thou wert a captive, and at the last at« 
tack ' it was thy part to fight under cover^ 
whilst I led the more open and dangerous 
attack ; and, shouldst thou, now remain 
before / these walls when there is active 
service elsewhere,, tni^t me, that men 
will say,, that the son of Silas Morton hath 
falien away from the paths of bis fath«rt" 

•M 8 . - 
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Stim^iby.thas last el^enrationv tawfaii^/ 
as a gentleman and soldier^ he could' offen 
' no wttabler feply, Morton l^aatilyftc^uTes- 
eed in the ptopo^di anrangtmen tv Yet bo 
was unable to :di vest himself of certaiiftledn 
in^ of i^stristt which^fae involuntavil]is)at4 
tacbed( to the^quartct fcom wfaich^heseceii 
red this information. .' 

** Mr £alfieMir/'> he Mid^ ^f \et ua dtstimit* 
ly understand each otheix: You have 
though it .worth your while' to bestosrcpfiii!? 
ticular (attention upon my private: affurs 
andr pensonal attachmentat;: be so fpood aa 
to undentand^'tthat^!! am^as constant to 
tbemf asftoimji political {Hrmci pies; It is 
posssbie^ ^.tbatyi during my. jahsenee^ :you 
mayoppasesfi.' the ipbwec of soDthiiig: or :of 
WQttBdai8theae£oteling9#); Beasauredl^lihaft 
whatever may; be tbetdmsequencea to the 
isstti&iofcouf ipneseotiadveatwe^emy eternal 
gcatitndei qd myfieiseveringjrfiaenlmei^ 
wilhattitndjthe:line> of jcoffldnjetiyon^- may 
adop.tiaa a9uock;aiijoecaeioni;v and;. Jspweset 
young and inexperiemred I am, I have no 
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cicmbi of fihditig fntnds'^ to kssU t me in ex- 
^resafng my senttments in either case;** 

^' If there be » threat implied in that de^ 
nudciaticifi)'' replied ^Burlejr, coldly and 
haughttl^>. ^^ it had' better have been spar- 
redo I know liow to vllue the regard of 
niy iriesd% and despise, from: my scnil, the 
threats of my enemicAi But I will not 
take occasion of oflSenoe. Whatever hap> 
pens here in youeabsenee/ shall be miinap 
ged with as mnch deference to youf wishr* 
es as the duty I owe to a higher power caa 
posttldy permit/' 

• With this*, qualifisdprainisc Morton- was 
efaUged^to rest satisfied. 

'^ Ghit defisat will relieve the garrisooi^^' 
said he^>inte9nally». ^f ere they can^ befedoh 
eisd tOiasuctrenfter at disn^on.;. apd, in case 
t»fv0etory^lalj»ady seep, firmndhfernumbers 
of the moderate party^ thati ^all have a 
voices asf pa vsevfub as Bnvkyfs in dietermif 
ningthe^use which shall be made, otfi itw'' 

He theifefons} ^ fdbwed Burlei^ to ; the 
ecmncil^ where.ihey found Kiettledi:ammki 
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ftddtBg tp bis la$tfy a few words^ of prMtih 
cal application;. Wlieii these were ezpetfd- 
ed, Morton testified his wiHingnets toao^ 
company the main body of the army, wfaiab 
was destined to driTe the regular troops 
from GUasgow. His companions in oos» 
nand were named^ and the whole receiveAa 
•ti^ngthening exhortation from the premcbh 
ers who were presents Next mornmg, at 
break of day» the insurgent army broke 
tip from their encampment, and maircbed 
towards Glasgow* 

It is not our intention to detailrat lengtb 
incidents which may be found in the his^ 
tory of the period. It is sufficient to aay^ 
that Claverhouse and Lord-Ross^ learning 
tbe enf^erior force which was directed 
a^pqnst themi entrendied^ or ratheribadFDtr 
cadoed tbemselves, in the centre oCtbt 
city, where tbe town^bouse and old |ftil 
were .situated^ with tbe determim^ioa lo^ 
stand tbe assault of tbe insaif*enta>jr«lliflr 
than to abandon the o^ital of the wost ef^ 
Scotland. Tbe presbyteriaas Juadc $tienp 
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attftck in^twoho^ies^ one of whieb pette» 
tratediDtoithejcity inthe line of the Col* 
}ege^ and cathedral cburcfay while the:other 
marched^ up the G«Ilo«rgate^ or prtneipal 
accMtf froro the south-east Both divistons 
WMe led by men of resolution, andbelM-* 
¥ed whb great spirit. But the advantages 
of disapline and. sitoatioii were too great 
for theik* 'undisciplined valour. Ross and 
Ckv^bousfe bad carefolly disposed parties 
of their soldier a in houses^ at the heads of 
the streets, and in the entn^ces jAf closes^ 
as they are trailed, or lanes, i besides those 
who were entwnched behind breast^works 
vbich reached, across the strefets- The as- 
saikutta found tbeir ranks Ihinned by a fire 
ftont invisible opponents, which tbey had 
Boimeaois of rotumhsg. with effect It was 
iftivam that^Morton and, other leaders ex* 
p»ed tbetv persons with the utmost gaU 
Ian try, and endeavoured to bring tbetrahf^ 
tagonists to a close action. Their fdHow*' 
ers shrunk from them in every direction^ 
and yet| though Henry Mortan was one of 
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the very hst to retire, and dKeiitei faitu*^ 
self in bringing up the rear, ■ matntaimng^ 
order in the retrtat, and diJ8ckitig:ev^ry 
attempt whichrtheenemy made to improiTe 
the advadtage they had^gained- by the le^ 
pulse,' he had stilt the modificatfoii to^faear 
matijr of them ia' his ranks mutttftng;txr 
eaafa odieFt that this.came of : trusting tto 
latitudi^rian boys, and/^at: had jionest^ 
faithftil Buriey led the attack,; as be did 
ihafc-irf the bairicades ef^ TSltidEudkin, 
the issue would have been as difivrent a& 
night .be<:^ It was with hunikig vmsent^ 
naent diat Morton heard tfaisse veftectioiis 
tfarovra out by ^eTerj^men.^whorbadtsooaK 
•sli ^exhibited' -signs i of. discouragenapeob 
The ua^ast reproaeht faeweveiv :had: tfae^ 
feet ': of fiongj his emulation} t andi making 
him sensible that, engaged ^as : h^ : was hta 
perilous cause, it was afaseiatefy^jseceasary 
that be should conqneror jdie;^ . : . 

** I have no reti;ealv'vhe4aadjtahiai»etti 
'' All shall alivw^-Hevcn Jif ajenBeUiendea^ 


eveo fidtdif^flmt ia courage^ at Uast, th^ 
teM )MocloGi' was not bferior (to hh fa^ 

The coaditioii. of the army after this te^ 
pulse was so ondiscipUned,. and in such 
disorgasintkin^. that the leadeca thought 
It prddeat to diair off some miles from th^ 
city.Jko/gaiQvJtime for reducing tbim <Hic<i 
mom JntD^sueb order as they wereeai^abitf 
of adoptmg; Becruits^ in tbd meanwhile^ 
came £u!t in, mOfeikuwed.'by the extresK 
haedsbtpft <tf ; tiseir own oonditton,' andicaf 
coiuaged: b|r the.advaBtagis lobtamed at 
Loutfam^hiil^ than deterred hy the laat uii/^ 
foctunate eaterpcis& Many of these att* 
tached tfaemseirea particttlarl3& to Mr^on's 
dtvisioQ. lie had, hEQwever^; the mortifioah 
tion toi.see^ that his unpop^ufaurity anoog 
tiie ineTemitoleian t. part. ai. the Go venant^ 
ers iucnasfid) rapidly^ The pnide&ce, bet 
y ond Ihts yeaesj iwiiiob be exhibited in \ai* 
provipg ihw diaotplincandi arrangement of 
his foUowessp thejs teanned ai iirastb]^ in. the 
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arn^ ^F fleshy and his avowed tolerance for 
those of religious sentimeats imd.obs^F* 
vances different from his own, obtained 
him, most unjustly, the nicktiame of Gat 
lio, who cared for none of those tl)kij|S»' 
What was worse- than these miscooeefv* 
tioDS^ the mob of the iDsoFgeAtSy always 
loudest in applause of those wha pu^ po* 
litieal or religious opinions to extremity; 
and disgusted with such as endeavour to 
reduce them to the yoke &f dtseipi}iae,.pre-^ 
ferred avowedly the more zealous leaders^ 
ia whose ranks enthusiasm in the cause 
supplied the want of .good Order and mv 
litary subjection, to the restraints whiefa 
iiforton endeavoured to bring thmn iniden 
in shorty while bearing the principal bor« 
den of command^ (for his colleagues wilU 
ingly relinquished in his faTdureveryithiug 
that was troublesome, aiijEl obnoxious .in 
the office of general,). Morton found ^faivt 
self without that authority, whscfi alone 
could render his r^uktions «&ctaiL « 


Yet»i notwitbataniKng these obstacles^ h« 
had^ during the course of a few days^ la^ 
iiouFed so hard to introduce some degree 
lifdisdpliiie into the army, that he thought 
he .might hazard a second attack upon 
Glasgow with every certainty of success*^^ 

It cannot be doubted that Morton's 
anxiety to measure himself with Colonel 
Grabame of Claverhouscy at whose hands 
he had sus^ined such injury, had its share 
in gtvmg nmti¥e4a bis uncommon exer* 
tio^s; But Gkverhoase disappointed his 
hopes; for/ satisfied with having the ad* 
vantage in repuking the first attack upon 
Glasgow, he determined that he would 
not, with the handful of troops under his 
command, await a second attack from the 
insurgents with more numerous and bet^ 
ler dlscipltned forces than had supported 
their first emterprise. He therefore eva<- 
cuated the plaee, and marched at the head 
6f His troops towards £dinburgh« The in* 
surgents of course entered Glasgow witb 
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out itmMdiiQi^,) and^^ ivkboiiti Ilfortoa iba» 
ving tlab oppcnrttiuity^ /wbkifa: )m: WfAeitpkf 
eovetedv .o£ agam : encoftntetiiig? Cfaivefi-. 
hauM penfonaliy; fiut^ although bo; had 
not an opfionttinity of :iPtpiii^ Jmajp the 
disgfaM wfaichi luo oefaiitfn bi^durmoaot 
tlie army o£ the Govenaot^; the irecreat of 
Ckverhousei and the poatcnioo)of'<2i«i^ 
gow, tended ipreatlyfo animate ti]fliiiii»> 
gent, arniy and to. incream its^^tniiiithefff* 
The neceasity^of aiuiqifttfdg'&evrtsSsKS; 
of organizing new* regknenis^ and aqna^ 
dronS| of making tlieoiacijuaiated- with, 
the^mosi necessiary points of military ds»^ 
cipline^ were iaboursi whicby bjir univ^cf^ 
sal consent^ seemed; to ^ be deviolvedk upon 
Henry Ik^rtoni and which be. the more 
teadily nndertookj* because his fathertfand 
made' him aequauited wt#h the thcoryiof 
the. military art, and beaune fanflainfy 
iaw,^ t^t; unless he took* tbie migcacioiis^ 
but absolutely necessaiy laboui^ it waa^ 
vain to^exf»eet any. othei; to.engageii31.rti 


'f 
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Idi the meiikfuwbUtf, foftuM . app^uf^. to 

niQiVT timiir ;dsiQ I flftost -Muguiiie tluttt baT% 
e&pected^. ?Ihe>Piivy.'CottticilofiSc«t}aniit 

triiicb tb«in arlutrMTf} 4ifaMM3^baii pro^ 
voke^ Ae^med ^akupMed 'with^ Xeiirw^ a^d 
inctpajola of tijciag aet^v^ii stieps >ta^«tt}i« 
due dieirMeokm^Qt wl^iol) thiir meavuea. 
had provokfd; . Xber9 were hut vety fe« 
troops in Scotlaiidr and tliefte ithey drew 
towarda £dmlHir^^ :ii tf^tofform ao armj^ 
for proteotiott of the fi^tfopolU- The £ett« 
dal array ' of the crowii vMMtain the yark 
fi»w c6iaQtiiS8 waa order^< tO: tak4S the field, 
and reader to the* Kiog the military aer<% 
Tiee due fdr their tefs»f Bii( the summqna 
wAarery slaokly obeyed^ The qu^rel waa 
not : geoefally . pop)tl«r ?adciiongi the -genti^ ; 
asdeven those, wh^ we^e not uamlling 
themsdvea to have: ^eor vms^ .Wf re de^ 
terred by -tbci re|>«gi|ia^nce pf Jthi^r .wiveSir 
mothecsi.aiid siafeeisi 4;otheii eogs^iiDgio 


^uch a cause. Meaii white, theitiad^aacy 
of the Scottbh govern intiat to prOvhle for 
their own defence^ or to |Ait down a retreV^ 
lion of which the cbmndencetnent seemed 
80 trifling, excited at the English court 
doubts at once of their capacity, and of 
the prudence of the severities th«y had 
exerted against the oppressed piresbyte* 
rians* It was, therefore, resoled to no- 
minate to the command of the army of 
Scotland, the unfortunate Duke of Mon^ 
mouth, who liad b/ watmge a^ great in^ 
terest in the southern |>afts of that kmg* 
dom. The military skill which hehad dis- 
played on different occasions abroad, uras 
supposed more than adequate to subdue 
the insurgents in the fidid, while it was 
expected that his n^ht tettper and the fa- 
vourable disposition which^he shewed to 
pi^esbyterians in general, might sofitctt 
men's minds, and tend' ttf retoaeile them 
to the govemmeiit The JOcike w^s^ tbere^ 
fore, invested with a com'mhsion, ^cobtain^ 
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ing high powers for settling the distract- 
ed afiairs of Scotland, and dispatched from 
London with strong succours to take the 
{udncipal milttary command in that coun* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

— I am bound to BolliwtlUiai, 
Whore ImMm eithcv do oridie. 


There was now a pause in the military 
movements on both sides. The govern- 
ment seemed contented to prevent the re^ 
bels advancing towards the capital^ while 
the insurgents were intent upon augment- 
ing and strengthening their forces* For 
this purpose, they established a sort of en- 
campment in the park belonging to the 
ducal residence at Hamilton, a centrical 
situation for receiving their recruits^ and 
where they were secured from any sudden 
attack, by having the Clyde, a deep and 
rapid river, in front of their position, 
which is only passable by a long and naiw 


Sotlivael]. 

< Morton aremaiaed li^e^iSarifibiiiit.iajfort- 
oightj«f<^> tte' attaeki Ml jQiMgtgw^ ao« 
tiYtlyi engaged in lyi$>fBifiter5 (dioties* ^ lie 
had nceivedttmow tfian^ «ne *orainuinica< 
tioft ifram ifiuttcgTi 'hutvih^< only^ stated, 

iO'gvmtaV tbak thrdaitleoof ^TSUetudloii 
ttontinued 4a<fa6)d^oat. : Inpalientiof sua« 
pfMe tii|>onitbi$ mcpitiintewrting'^rais^^ 
i^at Im^gth iintrnafeed to hiaceQeaguea^'in 
^M^mmaiyd' bisv^deak^^ 4>r^ rather^his inten* 
tkm^f— for haviiawnofeaaoninvsby h^aboold 
]K)t^«8<ttn(|e.*a Ikirafce^hU^^Jiif!^ taken l^ 
^▼evy ione^el66^ in this ilUoMieicd ^mayn^Mo 
go to * M^Wfodi for a day or > tw(> to^ ar« 
vaiiga'aoine^fmrate^fffmirt^of^ooaM^uenoe. 
71iia« proposal iwras^ by^no inoana %p{»pved 
fff ;{ i fori iliioy^ Miero auffioientlyv jonttM e xif 
tlio^iraiue^f bit ^Mr-vien 4o f6ar*ta loae 
tbem> i«nd.<iuieffe ^iomeAfi^hat coosdoos of 
tboir oosifh' inabitity* 4o -supply hia place. 
7boy-o0!|)^ 'iioMfi hawcvwy ^jpve^vd to^dic** 
tats to:htiQ« liw^4nore f igid than «boy; attb^ 
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mitted'ta tbeooaelvesy and he was suffered 
to depart on his journey without any dt- 
reef dbjectioniieing.s£atedi The Reirer^d 
Mr Poundtext took the same opportunil^ 
to. pay a visit to hia own irefsidence in the 
neighbourhood, of Miln wood/ and favour^ 
ed Morton with his cotnpany on the jour^ 
ney. As the country was chiefly friendly 
to their caiuie, and in possession of their 
detached psirtiesi excepting here and there 
the strong-hold of some old cavsdiering 
Baron, they travelled withmit any other 
attendant than the faithful Cuddie* 

It was near suntet. when they reached 
Milnwoodi where Poundtext bid adieu to 
his companions, and travelled forward alone 
to his own manse, which was situated half 
a mile's march bey ond Tilltetudlem* When 
Morton was left alone to his own refiec- 
tions, with what complicatiiDn of filings 
did he review the woods, banks, and fields, 
that had been funiliar to him t His cbn^ 
racter, as well as his hahitSj thougfatSy and 
occupations, had been entirely changed 
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withio tb« space of Uttte mora than a fort-* 
lught, and tw^Qty dayii acemed to. have 
d^iie upcm him fcb# work of as saany years« 
A^Udy/roftaiitiCigeiitlo-teoipered yoiitb, 
bred up ia defitendeitCei and atoopiag pa* 
tieatly to thecofitrottl of a sordid and ty« 
rannical relation) had suddenlyi : by the rod 
Qfl^oppi^sion and. the apttr of injured feel^ 
ifijg, heen^iOMfipettedito stand fbrtha Jeail^ 
erof ao'Qied meD^was^arseatly^ engaged in 
affairs of a pnhlic.natiire»: bad friends to 
animate) eAd enemies tocont^id.witb, and 
felt liifindividiial fate hound up; in that of 
a^ n^liphal i&wri^otjon and ;nf volijition. It 
s^teioed f as jf he . bad ; at . omce ex|>er ieaoed 
s^^^MPSilbi<»i ft0m Jthei romantic dreams of 
yo9tb tP the Mboucs efidicacefli of active 
matitbood. i All that hadfocmerly interasted 
him- was .obUtinattd from his. memory, ex* 
e^ptingi Qftly^hisi atifcacbment to £dithy and 
even his love seemed to have assumed a' 
el^^faoter.more manlyiand disinterested, as 
in bad JbeQoinci mingled ai^i laontia^ted. witb 
Qther 4«tiea and feetiqgs* As;he4reycdved 
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the particulars of this sudden change, thtf 
circumstances in which it originated, and 
the possible consequences of bis present 
career, the thrill of natural anxiety which 
passed along his mind, was immediately 
banished by a glow of generous and high-^ 
spirited confidence. 

« I shall fall young," he said, '' if fall I 
must, my motives misconstrued^ and my 
actions condemned by those whose appro^ 
bation is dearest to me. But the sword of 
liberty and patriotism is in my hand^ and I 
will neither fall meanly nor unavenged. 
They may expose my body and gibbet my 
limbs, but other days will come when the 
sentence of infamy will recoil against those 
who may pronounce it. And that Heaven,, 
whose name is so often profaned during 
this unnatural war^ will 'bear witness to 
the purity^ of the motives by which I have 
been guided^"' 

Upon approaching Milnwood, Henry's 
knock upon the gate no longer intimated 
the conscious timidity of a stripling who 
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has been out of bounds, but the confidence 
of a man in full possession of his own 
rightSi and master of his own actions^— » 
bold, free, and decided. The door was 
cautiously opened by his old acquaintancci 
Mrs Alison Wilson, who started back when 
she saw the steel cap and nodding plume 
of the martial visitor. 

^ Where is my uncle, Alison?' said 
Morton, smiling at her alarm/ 

*' Lordsake, Mr Harry, is thir you ?** re- 
turned the old lady. ** In troth, ye garr'd 
lily heart loup to my very mouth-^But it 
canna be your ainsel, for ye look taller 
and mair manly-like than ye used to do.'* 

" It is, however, my own self,'* said Hen- 
ty, sighing and smiling at the s^me time ; 
^' I believe this dress may make me look 
taller, and these times, Aiiie^ make men 
out of boys."' 

t 

" Sad times, indeed,^ echoed the old 
yoman ; '^ and O that you suld be endan- 
gQred wi' them ! but wba can^help it?-— ye 


were all :«]ieo^S«ided^ aii4> as I teU your 
WK^^ iiye tread on » worm it wilLtumi" 

^ You ivfrem ainTAyf >my advpc^te^ Ailte, 
asd imnU let no on^hX^mf tfkt butyourtelf, 
I jua jivaie^of thaUr-^Wimxt h ^ny iiude F' 

^, Ib ikli]iJMifg)|,r r^Ue4 AHson ; ^< the 
boneat van thongbt UrV«# l>est t« gang 
and sit by the cbimiKiy wbea the. t eek 
laae^-a vexTk) mjni he's been ^nd a f e^r^d-^ 
but ye ken the ilavrd ai weel as I da'' 

f* Libope be has^ Hi£^ed notbvig in 

■: ^.Kaetiuftg ifcci^ #i^ak, oij^^^^'an^fweied the 
boiiieke€f>tr, f' mt 19. gu4«s . J(M^i tber^-rwe 

feioifedAawefiiM.WAQMildj aad^tbougb 
tbeioroQfKrs.iQ^'JIJUebMil^Bff^ to^ tiM red 
cofvrMaMlMiituld:%LGkii%i,<y^'U mind them 
weel,) yet:)ttey flWiMus (^..gnde hargaisi of 
finiTt tfaey . wec0 ^iyi^g t.o tbe ,€a»tle/' 

^^ Sold you a bargain ?^ said Morton, 
^^ bo w: do, y«u jQea;^ ^ 

^ Q,, tls^ey ipam ^ut |a (gather marts for 
^ garrison/' :aAswered tbe. housekeeper ; 
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^ but th^ jttst Ml to^ their auld trade, 
aitd fade tfiitoa^ ^tfaei 'cdttfll;Ky coiqMSjg^ md 
sellmga' tli!at't%'iy^^at| l4ke i»e niony wc»^ 
eoimtry^iity^eih.' My cett^^ Mtjor Bellen- 
den was laird o' the least share o' what they 
lifted, though' ft* was ta'^n^ ia his name.'^ 

^^Theo^'^^aid'MMtdo/ hastily^ ^* the gaf- 
mantMiBtht sIrMLitetied for proirrsuHts?''^ 

J^ Stress^' anefigh/' replied Ailie^ 
*^:lhctre% little douh* o* that." : 

A fight instaditly glanced odl Merton^s 
mind. . ' 

**^Baricy mast have deceived nie^craft 
as weH as truelty is permitted by hk 
creed. — I cannot i»tity» Mfs Wilson, i mott 
go fi^rward direcffly/* 

^*^ttt, ohf bide to eat a mojithfit',*' en. 
treated the afieetiooate housefceeper, ''and 
ril mak it ready for ye as I xtMeU to do 
aforie iftiaie sad days.'^ 

*'' It iy iinposmbk,'^ answeved Morton. 
" CuddiCi get pur horses ready**' 
- *' They're JEst eating theii €dr%" an- 
swered Caddie. 
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'' Cuddie f" exclaimed Ailie, '' What 
garr^d ye bring that ill-fa'ard, unlucky loon 
alang wi' ye?*^It was him a.iid his ran- 
die mother beg«u a* the mischief in this 
house«" 

« fut, tut," replied Cuddie, " ye shoud 
forget and forgi'^, mistress. Mother'^ in 
Glasgow wi' her tittie, and sail plague ye 
nae mair, and I'm th$ Ciaptain's wally now; 
and I keep him tighter in thack and rape 
than ever ye did;— saw ye him ever sae 
weel put on as he is now ?'' 

'< In troth and that^9 true/^ said the old 
housekeeper, looking with great compla- 
cency at her young master, whose mien 
she thought greatly improved by his dress. 
^' Fm sure ye ne'er had a laced cravat like 
that when ye were at Milnwood; that's 
nane o* my jewing." . 

" Na, na, mistress/' replied Cuddie, 
" that's a cast o' my hand — ^ that's ane o* 
Lord Evandale's braws." 

" JLtord Evandale ?" answered the old 
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lady, ^^ tbat'8 be that the whigs are gaun 
to hang the morn, as I hear say/* 
- " The whigs about to hang Lord Evan- 
dale ?" said Morton, in the greatest sur- 
prise. 

" Ay, troth are they/' said the house- 
keeper* '^ Yesterday night he made a 
sally, as they ca% (my mother's name was 
JSally— I wonder they gi'e Christian folks 
names to sic unchristian doings) — but he 
made an outbreak to get provisions, and 
his men were driven back and he was ta'en, 
an' the whig Captain, Balfour, garrM set 
up. a gallows, and swore, (or said upon his 
conscience, for they winua swear,) that, if 

• the ^rrison was not gi*en ower the morn 
by daybreak, he would hing up the young 
Lord, poor thing, as high as Haman.-*-^ 

, These ar^ sair times ! — but folk canna help 
them— sae do ye sit down and tak bread 
and cheese until better meat's made ready* 
Ye suldna ha^ kenn'd a word about it: an' 
I had thought it was to spoil your dinner, 
hinnie," 
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'^ Fed, or unfW; saddle the borses in- , 
stantly, Cuddie. We must nat rest unUL 
we get before the Castle/' 

And^ resisting all ^ie^s entreaties, they 
instantly resumed their journey. 

Morten failed not to halt art tbi dwelling 
of Poundtext^ and snuinion hifh to latteni 
him to the camp« That honest cKvine bad 
just resumed for an instant bis pacific ha- 
bits^ and was pervsingan ancient theologif* 
cal treatise, with a pipe in his mouth, and 
a small jug'of ale beaide him^ to assist his. 
digestioa of the argument* It was with 
bitter iti-^wiU that he relinquished these 
coinfiM'ts (which he called his studies) ia 
order to recommence a hard rtde updna 
bigh-^trotting horse. However, when be 
knew the matter in hand, he gave up, 
with a deep groan, the prospect of impend- 
ing a quiet evening in his own little pa#* 
lour; for he entirely agreed with- Morion, 
that whatever interest Burley 'might have 
in rendeving tb< breach between the pres- 
byterians and the government irreconcile- 
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* uhXt, bj putting the youiig nobleman to 
deaths h was by no means that of tbe mo^ 
derate party to permit sucb aik act of atro^ 
city. And it is but doing justiee to Mr 
I\>mtdtext to add, tfaat^ like most of his 
own persitasioni he was decidedly aTent 
to any sneb acts of unnecessary violence } 
besidesi that his own present feeKiigs iti^ 
duded hitn to listen w^ltfa much' eorarpk'- 
cence to the probability held oikt by Md^ 
teib, of Iford Evanda^e becoming a mediae 
tor for the establishment of peace upoA 
fair and moderate terms* With this simi- 
fefity of views, they hastened their jow- 
neyi and arrived about eleven o^block at 
n^i^ht at a small hamlet adjacent to ' the 
Castle of Tillietudlem, where Burtey had 
established his head^quarfers^ 

They were challenged by the eentind^ 
who made his melancholy walk at the eo^ 
trance of the hamlet, and admitted upon 
declaring their names and authority in the 
army.- Another kept irateb before a hcf&se, 
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which they conjectured to be the place of 
Lord Evandale's confinement^ for a gibbet 
of such great height as to be visible fron^ 
the battlements of the Castle, was erected 
before it, in melancholy confirmation of 
the truth of Mrs Wilson's report. Morton 
instantly demanded to speak with Barley^ 
and was directed to his quarters. They 
found him reading the Scriptures with his 
arms lying beside him, as if ready for any 
sudden alarm. He started upon the en* 
trance of his colleagues in office, 

'' What has brought ye hither ?'' said 
Burley, hastily. '^ Is there bad news from 
the army?'* 

" No," replied Morton ; ** but we un- 
decstand that there are measures adopted 
here in which the safety of the army is 
deeply concerned— Lord Evandale is your 
prisoner ?** 

'' The Lord," replied Burley, « hath dc* 
livered him into our hands/' 

^^ And you will avail yourself of that 
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ikd vantage, granted you by Heaveiii ta dis- 
honour our cause in the eyes of all the 
world, by putting a prisoner to an igno- 
tninous death ?" v 

'^ If the house of Tillietudlem be not 
surrendered by daybreak,** replied Burley, 
'^ God do so to me and more also, if he 
shall not die that death to which his lead- 
er and pattern, John'Grahame of Glaver- 
house, hath put so many of God's saintSi.*' 

" We are in arms,** replied Morton, ** to 
put down such oruelties, and not to imi 
tate them, far less to avenge upon the in- 
nocent the acts of the guilty* By what 
law can you justify the atrocity you would 
commit?** 

"If thou art ignorant of it," replied 
Burley, " thy companion is well aware ©f 
the law which gave the men of Jericho to 
the sword of Joshua, the son of Nun.** 

^* But we/* answered the diving " live 
under a better dispensation, which in- 
structeth us to return good for «vil| anc! 
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to pray for those who desfdtcfttUy use us 
and pcnmcutt^sJ* 

<< Timt is to say.'' said Biurley, <^tbftt 
thou wilt join thy grey hairs to hift pnwa 
youdi to edntroYect me isb this Hialttr T 

''We ai^e," rq^biBed Fonfidteid^ '^ ti») 
of those to wfaoan^ jointly with lihyself, 
attthority is delegated over this heat, and 
we wi^ll uot pennift thtd. to hurt a hair of 
the pnsoDef!s head. It nay 'please God to 
make him a means of healing. thoM iin* 
happy breaches ia eu r Israel.? 

^ I judged it would come to tbii^'' aur 
swered Builey, ** when sujdi »« thou weit 
called inta the cmm^cil of thf^ elders.*' 

'^ Such as I ?" answered Poondtes^trr* 
'' And ^bd an I that you should name me 
with saolt scom?-^I£Eiire.I not H^pt t^« 
flock of thisi sheqphfeM from the wolves 
for thirty years? Ay, even while timt 
John Balfottr, wert %fatij9g in the^ranks 
of uncireumctsioB^ a Philistii^: o£ herrde^- 
ed brow- and bjtoody hand-^WIbt^ am I, 
sayst thou ?" 
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/* I will trtt t&ee. what thou art^ since 
thou ( wouldst fto fain know,** said Biftrlay. 
*' Thoa art one of those who would reap 
wbeie thou baflt not sorared, and divide the 
spQii while others /Jfight the battle*^thou 
art one of those that ifoUow the gospel for 
thi loaTea and for the fi&hes»~tbat love 
their qwa manse better than the cbuxt^ of 
God^and.that^rattld rather draw thw sti- 
pend und^r prelatists or heathens^ than be 
ft pat taker with those nobje spirits who 
have cast all bdund them for the sake i^f 
thfe CovfenaAt.^ 

"* And I will tell thee, John Balfour," 
vetumed Pound text^ iteservedly ineensed, 
"" I will tell thee what thou ait Thou 
art one of those for Whose bloody and 
merciless disposition a reproach is ftung 
iipon the wholo eburcb of this aufferifig 
kingdom, and foi whose violence and blood- 
guiltiness^ it is to be feared,, this fair at» 
teqarpt to recover oujr civil and rtb'gtous 
rights ^wiU never be honoured by Provi- 
dence with the desired succ^ssw'' 
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'' Gentlemen/' said Morton, ^^ cease tbis 
recrimination ; and do you, Mr Balfour, 
inform us, whether it is your purpose to 
oppose the liberation of Lord Evandale, 
which appears to us a profitable measure 
in the present position of our affairs." 

** You are here," answered Burley, " as 
two voices against one ; but you will not 
refuse to tarry until the united council 
shall decide upon this matter?" 

" This,** said Morton, " we would not 
decline, if we could trust the hands in 
whom we are to leave the prisoner. But 
you know well," he added, looking stern- 
ly at Burley, ^^ that you have already dc^ 
ceived me in this matter/' 

" Go to," said Burley, disdainfully,— 
<' thou art an idle inconsiderate bjoy, who, 
for the black eye-brows of a silly girl, 
would barter thy own faith atid honour, 
and the cause of God and of thy country." 

** Mr Balfour," said Morton, laying his 
hand on his sword, ^^ this language reijuiiM 
satisfaction,'' 
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'^ And thou shalt have it, striplingi when 
and where thou darest/* said Burley, " I 
p%ht thee my good word on it." 

Poundtext, in his turn, interfered, tore* 
niind them of the madness of quarrelling, 
and effected with difficulty a sort of suL 
len reconciliation. 

^^ Concerning the prisoner/* said Bur- 
Jey, "deal with him as ye think fit. I 
Wash my hands free from all consequent 
<5es. He is my prisoner, made by my sword 
and spear, while yon, Mr Morton, were 
playing the adjutant at drills and parades, 
and you, Mr Poundtext, were warping the 
Scriptures into Erastianism. Take him 
unto you, nevertheless, and dispose of him 
as ye think meet — Dingwall,'* he conti^ 
nued, calling a sort of aid-de-caniip, who 
slept in the next apartment, '^ let the 
guard posted on the malignant Evandale 
give up their post to those whom Captain 
Morton shall appoint to relieve them. — • 
7iie prisoner/' he said, again addressing 
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Poimd^text and Hortoii, ^'ia now wk your 
dispo9aI» genUemfcrn But remesnfatri^ fhrt 
for all these tUnga tbere will onti^ycom^ 
a term of heavy acoountitag^'' 
, So aa^tag^ he tiaxned abrttp% into aa 
maer apartment^ ivithoUt btddtnip tlkem 
good evening. Hia two visiloxs^aflffira am- 
mcatti eona]«leK&tioni agreed it Mroiild be 
prudent to eaaure the prisonei^a personal 
safety^ by placing ovef him ui additional 
guardi chosen from their bwo parishionei a^ 
A hand of them happened to be stafeiaiied 
iathehamlety having been attached^ for 
the trme^ to Buriey'a ccoBttBund; in order 
that the mea nug^i be gratiified by remaia- 
ing aft long as^ possible near to their own 
homes. They were^ in generali smart^ ao* 
tive young fellows^ and were usually called, 
by their companions, the Marksmen oi 
Milawood. fiy Morton's desire, four, of 
these lads readily undertook the taslc of 
ceatiaels^ and he left with thim Headrigg, 
on whose fidelity he could , depend, with 
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instnietl<ffi& to-caU faim^ if any tbing re^ 
nxarkaUe! Iiappeiied* 

Tbia arrangenuent bciitg made, Mdrtoa 
and his ooHe^oe took poflttSQsakm^ for the 
ntgbt/of 8ueh quarbecs as the aver^^crowd- 
ed and miserable hamlet coold afford thesflu 
They: did iiot^ however, sqMirate for rqiose 
ere thejr bad drawn up a memarbd of the 
grievances^ of' the modei^ate prcaby terians, 
which was summed up with a request of 
free toleration for their religion in future, 
and that they should be permitted to alK 
tend gospel erdrnacncea as dii^eased by 
their own clergymen, without oppression 
or mbleatation. Their petiticm proceeded 
to require that a free parliament should 
A» called for settling the affairs of cburdi 
and sta^t^ ajad foi redressing the injuries^ 
sustained by the subject^ andttiat all those 
who either now were, or had been in arms^ 
for obtMtiing these ends, should be indem* 
nified.^ Morton could not but strongly 
hofpe that these terms^ which comprehends 
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ed all that was wanted, or wished for» by 
the moderate party among the insurgents^ 
mighty when thus cleared of the violence 
of fanaticism^ find advocates even among 
the royalists, as claiming only the ordi* 
.nary rights of Scottish freemen* 

He had the more confidence of a favour- 
able reception, that the Duke of Mon* 
meuth, to whom Charles had entrusted the 
charge of subduing this rebellion, was a 
man of gentle, moderate, and accessible 
disposition, well known to be favourable 
to the presbyterians, and invested by the 
king with full powers to take measures for 
quieting the disturbances in Scotland. It 
seemed to Morton, that all which was ne- 
cessary for influencing him in their favour 
was to find a fit and sufficiently respectable 
channel of communication, and such seem- 
ed to be opened through the medium of 
Lord Evandale. He resolved, therefore, 
to visit the prisoner early on the morning, 
to sound his dispositions to undertake the 
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task of mediator ;^ but an accident hap[ 
ed which led him to anticipate his pur^ 
pose. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Gi^e ower your haaaef la^» ike said,*-*- 
Gi'e ower jour lunise to me. 


Morton had finislred the rerisal and ik^ 
makiDg out a fair copy of the paper os 
which he and Poundtext had agreed to 
rest as a full statement of the grievances 
of their party ^ and the conditions on which 
the greater part of the insurgents would 
he contented to lay dowa their arms ; and 
he was about to betake himself to repose^ 
when there was a knocking at the door of 
his apartment* 

^' Enter^'' said Morton ; and the round 
bullet-head of Cuddie Headrigg was thrust 
into the room. '^ Come in/' said Morton^. 


. yW4> M0BTAUTT» 809 

^^ gad tell me what y<m want Is there 
aktm ?*' 

^^ Na« sir ; 4ittt I bae brougbjk ase to 
tpeak m* you." 

^' Wiw ^ tbajt^ Cuddiie r, enquired Mor- 

ton. 

^^ Ane o' your aokl . aQquaintance/' said 
Cuddie ; and, opening the door more full/i 
he. half led, half d/i^ged in a woman, 
whoM face waa-muiSed in her plaid«i«» 
'^Gome, cotme, ye^ need na be sae bashfu' 
before aiiid . acq««Qtanee» Jenny,'' •aid 
Cuddie, pulling down the veil a^d; disco^ 
Bering to !u$ na^tserthe weU-reqMmbered 
oou&tenaBQe jof Jeiuay D^ennLion* ^* Tell 
his honouc iiow-r-tbflre^a a braw Ifuu— 
tell him what ye were yf^uting to say to 
Lord Eivandalei mis^rdsfc" 

" What was I wanting to say," msvtrm 
ed Jensiy, ^! to hia honour himsel the other 
morning, whtfi I viffted hjm in Qsptivityi 
ye muckk ha^h^-^D'y^ thinlc that folk 
dinna want to s«e ti:ieir friends in adversi« 
ty^yje dour croudyisater ?" 
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Thisreply was made with Jenny's usual 
volubility; but her voice quivered, her 
cheek was thi& and pale, the tears stood in 
her eyes, her hand trembled, her manner 
-was fluttered, and hier whole presence bore 
marks of recent suffering and privation> 
as well as of nervous and hysterical agita- 
tion. 
" What is the matter, Jenny ?** said Morw 

» 

tpn, kindly* ** You know how much I 
owe you in many respects, and can hardly 
make a request that I will not grant, if in 
mypower.'^ 

'^ Many thanks, Milnwood,'^ said the 
weepingdamsel ; ** but ye were aye a kind 
.gentleman, though folk say ye hae become 
sair changed now.** 

" What do they say of me F answered 
Morton. 

^* A* body says that you and the whigs 
hae made a vow to ding King Charles alF 
the throne, and that neither he, nor his 
posteriors from generation to generation, 
shall sit upon it ony mair ; and John Gud^ 
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yill says ye're to gi'e a' the church organs 
to the pipersi and burn the book o' Com^ 
men Prayer by the hands of the common 
bi»igman, in revenge of the Covenant that 
was burnt when the king cam hamd*** 

^^ My friends at Tillietudlem judge too 
hastily and too ill of me/' answered Mor- 
ton* "I wish to have free exercise of my 
own religion, without insulting any other ; 
and, as to your family, I only desire an 
opportunity to shew them I have the same 
fViendship and kindness as ever/' 

'^ Bless your kind heart for saying, sae/' 
said Jenny^ bursting into a flood of tears ; 
** and they never, needed kindness or 
friendship mair, for they are famished for 
kck o* food/' 

** Good God !" replied Morton, « I heard 
of scarcity, but not of famine ! Is it pos* 
sible ?-^Have the ladies and the Major" — 

" They hae suffered-like the lave o' us," 
replied Jenny; "for they shared every bit 
and sup wi' the whole folk in the Castle^— 
Fm sure my poor e'en see fifty colours wi' 
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igitntiiesi(» aad my bead's sae dizsy wi' tllQ 
mirligoes that I caana stand my lane*** 

The thuameas of the poor guV^. cheek 
and the shar{)iiess df her fimturefr boxe wit*- 
ness to the truth of what ahe aaixL Mor« 
ton waH ^eatly shocked. 

'*Sit dawnr hie said, *< for God's sakeP 
farcing her into the only chair the apart* 
ment 9^R)rded» while he hitnself strode up 
and down the rooni in horror and impa< 
tience* ^^ I knew not of this/f b?. exclaim* 
ed, in broken i^aculations»-^^M could. 0Ot 
know of ik^-rGold*-bloodcd9 hard-bearted 
fiEtnatic-^-^ceitfiil villain I^Cuddie, feteh 
i^freshmisnti--iCood-^wi«e, if possible—* 
whatever yon can find/' 

'* Whisky is gude eneugh fdk her/'.mut« 
tered Cuddiel '^^cwadtfa hae thought 
that gttdc meal was isae scant, alnang them, 
when the qUcata threw sat muckW gude 
kail-'brose iscalding bet ah(»ut my lugs/' 

Fain t, and .miteralde as! Jenny. seemed to 
be, she couJid «iot hear the aUu^n.to her 
exploit dttfing the stoirm li^f the GasUe» 
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without bursting into a laugh which weak* 
ness soon converted into a hysterical 
giggle* Confounded at her state^ and re* 
ilecjtlng with horror on the distress which 
must have been in the Castle, Morton re* 
plated his commands to Headrigg in a pe- 
remptory manner; and> when he had ^ 
parted, endeavoured to sooth his visitor. 

^^ You come, I suppose, by the orders of 
your mistress,^ to visit Lord Evandale? — 
Tell me wliat she desires ; her order shall 
be my law." 

Jenny appeared to reflect a moment, and 
then said, '^Yiour honour is sae auld a friead, 
I must needs trust to you, and tell the 
truth." 

'* Be assured, Jenny/' said Morton^ ob-- 
serving that she hesitated, ^^ that you will 
best serve your mistress by dealing sifi* 
cerely with me/' 

" Weel, then, ye maun ken we're star^ 
ving, as I said before, and haye been mair 
days than ane; and the Major has sworn 

VOL. Ill* o 
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that he expects relief daily, and that he 
will not gi'e ower the house to the enemy 
till we have eaten up his auld bootSy-^andl 
they are unco thick in the soles^ as ye may 
weel mind, forby being teugh in the upper* 
leather. The dragoons, again, they think 
they will be forced to gi'e up at last, and 
they canna bide hunger weel, after the life . 
they led at free quarters for this while by- 
past; and, since Lord Evandale's ta'en, 
there's nae guiding them, and Inglis says 
he'll gi*e up the garrison to the whigs, and 
the Major and the leddies into the bargain, 
if they will but let the troopers gang free 
themsels.'' 

" Scoundrels !'* said Morton ; " why do 
they not make tern^s for all in the Castle P" 

** They arcJ fear'd for want o' quarter to 
themsels^ having done sae muckle mischief 
through the country, and fiurley has hang« 
ed ane or tvva o' them already^ — sae they 
want to draw their ain necks out o' the 
collar at hazard o' honest folk*s.!L 

^* And you were sent/' continued Mor- 
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tbn, ** to carry tq Lord Evandale the un- 
pleasant news of the men's mutiny?" 

** Just e'en sae," said Jenny; " Tam 
Halliday took the rue) and tauld me a' about 
it> and gat me out d'the Castle to tell Lord 
Evandale, if possibly I could win at htm/' 

** But how can he help you ? he is a pri*-^ 


soner/* 


" Well-a-day, ay," answered the afflicted 
damsel ; ^^ but maybe he could make fair 
terms for us'^-or, maybe^ he could gi'e us 
some gude advice — or^ maybe, he might 
send his orders to the dragoons to be civil 


«* Or> maybe," said Morton^ " you were 
to try if it were possible to set him at li- 
berty?" 

^Mf it were sae,** answered Jenny with 
spirit, *' it wadna be the first time I hae 
done my best to serve ane in captivity.** 

" True, Jenny, I were most ungrateful 
to forget it. But here comes Cuddle with 
refreshments — I will go and do your er- 
rand to Lord Evandale, while you take 
some food and wine/' 


915 TALES pF MT LANDLORD* 

. ''It willna be ami^s ye should ken^** 
said Cuddie to his master, *^ that this Jen- 
ny-^this Mrs Deonisoni was trying to 
cuittle favour wi' Tarn Rand, the miller'a 
man, to win into Lord Evandale's rooip 
without o^y body kenning. She wasna 
aware, thte gipsey,| that I was at her el- 
bow." 

' "And s^n uftcp fjri^t ye gae ine when ye 
cam ahint and took a grip o' me/ s^id Jen- 
1^1 giving him a sly twitch with her finger 
and her thiurnb-^^' if yehadna been.ap auld 
acqv^iAtance, ye daft gomeril" — rr- 

Cuddie, somewhat relenting, giwned a 
smile on his artful mistress, while Morton 
wrapped himself up in his cloak,, took his 
sword under his arm, and went straight to 
the place of the young nobleman's confine- 
ment. He asked the centineis if any thing 
extraordinary bad occurred. 

" Nothing WiOrth notice," they said, 
^'excepting the lass that Cuddie took up, 
and two couriers that Captain Balfour had 
dispatqbed, one to the Reverend Ephraim 
Macbriar> another to Kettledrumiiaki both 


of whom were beating the drum ecclesias^ 
tic it different towns between the positiott 
of fiurley and the head-quarters of the 
main army near Hamilton/' 

" The purpose, I presume/* said Mi^tton^ 
with an affectation of indiffeFence> ** was^ 
to call tbem hitber ?" 

'^ So I understand/* answered the centi^^ 
hely who had s^oke mth the messengers. 

'' He h summoning a triumphant majo- 
rity of the council/' thought Morton to 
himself, *^ for the purpose of sanctioning 
whatever action of atrocity he may deter- 
mine upon, and thwarting opposition by 
authority. I must be speedy, or I shall 
lose my opportunity/' 

When he entered the place of Lord 
Evandale's confinement, he found him 
ironed, and reclining on a flock-bed in the 
wretched garret of a miserable cottage^ 
He was either in a slumber, or in deep me- 
ditation, when Morton entered, and turn- 
ed on him, when aroused, a countenance 
so much reduced by loss of blood, want. 
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of sle^pi and scarcity of food, that ao oae 
could have recognized in it the gallant sol« 
dier who had behaved with mo much spirit 
at the skirmish of Loudon-hilL He display:^ 
ed some surprise at the sudden en|trimce'of 
Morton. 

'^ I am sorry to see yoii thusi my locd;^ 
said that youthful leader. 

*^ I have heard you are an admirer of 
poetry,'' answered the prisoner ; ** in that 
case, Mr MottoUi you may remembei: these 

liuw 

^ Stone walk do not a prison make> 

Or iron ban a cage ; 
A free and quiet, mind can-take^ 

. These for a bennitagQ.y ^ 

** But, were my imprisonment lesrs QBdut 
rable, I am given to expect to-tmorrow a 
total enfranchisement.'' 

'* By death ?'' said Morton. 

** Surely," answered I/>rd Kvandale ; " I 
have no other projip^ct Your comrade. 
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fiurley, has already dipped his hand in the 
blood of men whose meanness of rank and 
vobscurity of extraction might have saved 
them. I cannot boast such a shidd from 
his veng;eance, and expect to meet it" 

" But Major fiellenden/ said Morton, 
^' may surrender, in order to preserve your 

yfe/* 

* ^* Never while there is one man to de- 
lend the battlement, and that man has one 
crust to eat* I know his gallant resolu- 
tion, and grieved I should be if he changed 
it for my sake. '^ 

> Morton hastened to acquaint him wrth 
the mutiny among the dragoons, and their 
resolution to- surrender the Castl^ and put 
the ladies of the family, as well as the Ma- 
jor, into the hands of the enemy. Lord 
£vandale seemed at first surprised, and 
iomething incredulouSi but. immediately 
afterwards deeply affected.. 

" What is to be done ?" he said—" How 
is this misfortune ta be averted ?'' 

*• Hear me, my lord,'' said Morton*. *' I 
J^elLeve yoU may not be unwilling to bear 


the t^ltvet^braach betwten oiir master tke 
King, and that part of bis subjects which 
ia now ia armSf not from choice^ but neces^ 
sity." 

*' Yoa coAstrue me but justly/' said 
jLord Evaodale ; ^' but to what does this 
tcndr 

** Permit me, my lord" continued 

Mortom '' I will set yk)u at liberty upon 
parole ; nay, you may return to the gar- 
rison, and shall have a safe conduct for 
the ladies, the Major^ and all who leave it^ 
on condition of its instant surrender. * lA 
doing this you will only submit to circum- 
stances ; for, with a mutiny in the garri- 
son, and without provisions, it will be 
found impossible to defend the place twen- 
ty^fbur hours longer. Tliose, therefore^ 
who refuse to accompany your Lordship 
i^iuat take their fate. You and your follow^ 
ers shall have a free pass, to Edinburgh, or 
wherever the Duke of Monmo^it^h may be. 
In return, for your liberty, we hope that 
you will rcoooiimend to the notiee of his 
Giacey as lieutenant-General' d^f Scotland^ 
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ihh humble petHion and' remonstrance, 
containing tbie gritvancfes which have oc- 
casioned this insurrection, a' redress ot 
which being granted, I will answer, with 
my IJead, that the great body of the insur* 
gents will lay down their army/** 

Lord Evandale reid over the paper with 
attention. 

" Mr Morton,** he said, "in my own 
simple judgment, I see little dbjection that 
can be made to the measures here reconr- 
mended ; naj'^, farther^ I believe, in many 
respects, they maymeet the private seiiti'- 
ments of the Duke of Monmouth ; and yet, 
todeal frankly with you, I have no hopes 
of their being gtantfed, unless, in the first 
place/ you were to lay down your arms.'' 

** The doing so,^'' ahsWered MbrtoA; 
^' would be* virtually conceding that we 
had^no' right to take them up; anfdthat, 
for one, I will never agree to." 

" Perhaps it is hiardly to be expected you 
should,'* said llord Evandale; *' and yet, 
oh that point, I am certain the negocia^ 

o2 


:] 
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tions will be wrecked. I am wrlling, how« 
«Yer, baviog frankly told you my opinioD^ 
to do all in my power to .bring about a i&» 
conciUation." 

*' It is all we can. wish or expect^*' repli? 
ed Morton : '^ the issue is in God's hands, 
who disposes the hearts of princes* — You 
accept then the safe conduct ?^ 

^* Certainty/' answered Lord Evandalej 
*^ and if I do not enlarge upon the obligar 
tion incurred by your having saved my life 
a second time^ believe that I do not feel it 
the less*'' 

^* And the garrison at Tillietudlem T*^ 

** Shall be withdrawn as you^ propose. I 
am sensible the Major will be unable to 
bring the mutineers to reason, and I trem» 
ble to think of the conseq.uences should 
the ladies and the brave old man be deli- 
vered up to this blood-thirsty ruffian Bui- 
ley." 

" You are in that case free/' said Motp 
ton. ** Prepare to mount on horseback ; a 
few men whom I can trust shall attend 
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you till you are in safety from our par*' 
.ties." . 

Leaving Lord Evandale in great sur- 
prise and joy at his unexpected deUver- 
wce, Morton hastened to get a few cho- 
sen men under atms and on horseback, 
each rider holding the rein of a spare 
horse, Jenny, who, while she partook of 
her refreshment, had contrived to make 
up bei: breach \iri^h Cuddie, rode on the 
left hand of that valiant cavalier. The 
traVnp of their horses was soon heard uft* 
der the Window of Lord Evandale's prison. 
Two men whom he did not knowr entered 
the apartment, disencumbered him of his 
fitters, and, conducting him down stairs, 
mounted him in the centre of the detach- 
ment. They set out at a round trot to>* 
wards Tiliietudlem. ^ 

The moonjight was giving way to the 
dawr. when they approaphed that ancient 
fortress, and its dark massive tower, had 
just received the ^rst pale colouring of 
the moirning. The party halted at the 
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Tower barrier, not vevtucmg to approiieb 
nearer for fear of the fire of the p1ac«» 
Lord Evandale alone rode up to tlie gate, 
ibilow«d at a dirtance by Jeni^y Denni- 
son* As tbey aj^prbached the gate, there 
was heard to arise in the courtly ard' a tu- 
mult which accorded ill with the quiet se- 
renity, of a summer dawn; Cries ^nd oaths 
wem heard, ar pislol^hot or two were dis- 
charged^ and every things annoonted that 
the mutiny had broken out. At this crisis 
JLond Evandale arrived- at tlie gate where 
HalH(lay^was^€entinek- This man had given 
a relu«rMt consent to the conspiraeyi and 
hadvindted contrived the means by winch 
Jeimy escaped from the Castle to commu- 
nioa;te the pIo4 to his ofiiGen On hearing 
Lord EvandMe's voice, his instantly and 
gladly admitted him, and he arrived among 
tike mutinous Iroopers like a man dropped 
from-tbe cloud«ii lliey were in the- act of 
putting their design into exeoutioni of 
seizings the pteco into^ their own* bands, 
and ^wf«e - aboiit ^to^ disarm and' overpower 
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Miijor Bellenden^ and Harrison, and others 
of' the Castle, wha were olffcring the best 
resistance in their power. 

The appearance of Lord Evandale chan- 
ged the scene. He seized Inglis by the 
collar, and, upbraiding him with his vil- 
lainy, ordered two of his comrades to seize 
and bind him, assuring the others, that 
their only chance of impunity consisted in 
instant submission. He then ordered the 
men into their ranks. . They obeyed. He 
commanded them to ground their arms. 
They hesitated ; but the instinct of disci*- 
pline, joined to their persuasion that the 
authority of their officer, so boldly ekert- 
' ed, must be supported by some forces 
without the gate, induced them to sub- 
mit. 

** Take away those arms,'' said Lord 
Evandale to the people of the Castle ; 
" they shall not be restorfed until these 
• men know better the use for whichf they 
are lentrustcd- with them, — And now," he 
continued, addressing* the mutineers, ^'be- 
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gone — Make the beat use of your timo, 
and of a truce of three bour8> wkich the 
enemy are contented to allow you* Take 
^the road to Edinburgh, and meet me at 
the House-of-Muir. I need not bid you 
beware of committing violence by^ the 
way ; you will not, in your present condi« 
tion, provoke resentment for your owa 
sakes. Let your punctuality shew that 

« 

you mean to atone for thia mornings bu* 
ainesfti" 

The disarmed soldiers^ shrunk in silence 
from the presence of their officer^ and,. lea* 
vkig the Castle, took the road to the place 
of rendezvousi making such haste as was 
inspired by the feac of meetix^ with son^e 
detached party of the insurgents^ whom 
their present defenceless condition, and 
their former violence, might inspire with 
thoughts of revenge.^ IpgHs, whom Evan- 
dale destined for punishment, remained in 
custody. Halliday was praisejd for his cpii- 
duct, and assured of succeeding tatbe rank 
of the culprit. These arriingemeiits being 
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hastily made^ Lord Evandale accosted the 
Major, before, whose eye^ the scene had 
Sfemed to pass like the change of a dream« 

*\ My dear Major, we must give up the 
place." 

^* Is it even so ?" said Major Bellenden. 
*^ I was. in hopes you had brought rem*' 
fofcements and suppliesw" 

" Not a man— not a pound of meal/*^ 
answered Lord Evan dale. 

** Yet I am blithe to see you,"* returned 
the honest Major ; ^' we \Tere informed 
yesterday that these psalm^singing rascals 
had a plot on youi: Tifie, and I had muster- 
ed the scoundrelly dragoons ten minutes 
ago in order to beat up Burley's quarters 
suid get you out of limbo> when the dog 
Inglis, instead of obeying me, broke out 
into open mutiny. — But what is. to be done 
now ?*' 

^* I have myself no choice,^ said Lord 
Evandale^ '^ I am a prisoner, released on 
parole, and bound for Edinburgh. You 
tad the ladies must take the same routes 
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I have, by the favour of a friend, a safe 
conduct and horses for you and your re- 
tinutJ— for God's sake make haste — ^you 
cannot propose to hold out with seven or 
eight men and without provisions— Enough 
has been done for hotiour^ and enough ta> 
render the defence of: the highest conse- 
quence to government. More were need^ 
less as well as desperate. The English 
troops are arrived at Edinburgh, and wifl 
speedily* move upon Hamilton; .The pos- 
session of Tillietudlem by the rebels will 
be but temporary." 

*' If you tliink so, my Lord,'* said the 
veteran, with a reluctant sigh, ^^ I know 
you only advise what is honourable— I 
must submit, for the mutiny of these 
scoundrels would render it impossible to 
man the walls.— ^Gudy ill, let the women 
call up their mistresses, and all be ready 
to march*— But if I thought my remaining 
in these old walls, till I was starved to a 
' mummy, could do the Ring's cause the 
least service, old Miles Bdlenden would 
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not leave them while there was a spark of 
life in his body/* 

The ladies, already alarmed by the mu- 
tiny» now heard the determination of the 
Major, in which they readily acquiesced. 
Hasty preparations were made for evacua- 
ting the Castle; and long ere the dawn was 
distinct enough for d^covering objects 
with precision, they were mounted on the 
led horses, and others which had been pro- 
vided in the neighbourhood, and proceed- 
ed towards the north, still escorted by 
four of the insurgent horsemen. The^rest 
of the party who had accompanied Lord 
EVandalefrom the hamlet, took possession 
of the deserted Castle, carefully forbearing 
all outrage or acts of plunder. And, when 
the is^un arose, the scarlet and blue colourii 
of the Scottish Covenant floated from the 
Keep of Tillietjudlem. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

And, to mj breast, a bodkin in her hand 
Were worth » thousand liaggem. 

The cavalcade which left the Castle of 
TilHetudleiri halted a few minutes, after 
passing the outposts of the insurgents^ to 
take some slight refreshments which theic 
attendants had provided, and which were 
really necessary to persons who had suffer* 
ed considerably by want of proper nourish*^ 
ment. They then pres^d forward upon 
the road towards Edinburgh*^ It might 
have been expected^ during the course of 
the journey, that Lord Evandale would 
have been frequently by the side of Misi 
Edith Bellenden. Yet, after his &st salu--^ 
tations had been exchanged, and every, pre* 


OIZ> MOBTALITr.* 351 

caution solicitously adopted which could 
serve fbr her accommodation, he rode in the 
van of the party with Major Bellenden» 
and seemed to abandon the charge of im* 
mediate attendance upon his lovely niece 
to one of the insurgent cavaliers^ whose 
dark military cloak, large flapped hat aud 
feather, which drooped over his face, con- 
cealed at once his figure and his features* 
They rode side by side in silence for more 
than two miles, when the stranger.address- 
pd Miss Bel lenden in a tremulous and sup^ 
pressed voice, 

*^ Miss Bellenden^" he said, *^ must have 
friends wherever she is known; even 
^mong those whose conduct she now dis^ 
approves. Is there any thing that such 
can da to shew their respect for her, and 
their yegret for ber.suiFerings ?*' 
^, /' I^t them learn for their own sakes/* 
leplied Cl>ditb, ^1 to venerate the laws and 
to spare innocent blood — Let them return 
tQ Ibeii: allegiance^, and I can forgive 
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them all that I have suffered were it teit 
tiines more.'*^ 

" You think it impossible then/' rejoin- 
ed the cavalier, ** for any one to serve m 
our ranks having the weal of his country 
sincerely at heart, and conceiving himself 
in the discharge of a patriotic duty£" 

*^ It might be imprudent while so abso^ 
lutely in youT power/' replied Miss Bel* 
lenden, *' to answer that question." 

** Not in the present instance, I plight 
you the word of a soldier/' replied the 
horseman. 

" I have been taught Catidour from my 
birth/' said Edith ; ^' and/ if I am to speak 
at ally I nlust utter my real sentiments^ 
God only can judge the heart— -men must 
estimate intentions by actions. Treason, 
murder by the sword and by gibbet, the 
oppression of a private family such as ours, 
who were only in arms foi* the defence of 
our own property, are actions which must 
needs sully all that have accession to them^ 
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by whatever specious terms they may be 
gilded over/* 

" The guilt of civil war/' rejoined the 
horseman—** the miseries which it brings 
ip.its train lie at the door of those who 
provoked it by illegal oppressioni rather 
than of such as are driven to arms in order 
tp assert their natural rights as freemen." 

^* That is assuming the question/' repli*^ 
ed £ditb> ** which ought to be proved ; 
each party contends that they are right in 
point of principle, and therefore the guilt 
must lia with them who first drew the 
sword, as, in an affray, law holds those to 
be the criminals who are the first to have 
recourse to violence/' 

*^ Alas !" said the horseman^ ^^ were our 
vindicatipa to rest there, how easy would it 
be to shew that we have suffered with a 
patience which almost seemed beyond the 
power of humanity, ere we were driven by 
oppression into open resistance! — But I 
perceive/' he continued, sighing deeply^ 
^^ that it is vam to plead before Miss fiellen- 
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deh a cause which she 1?as already pre^^ 
judged, perhaps as much from her dislike ; 
of the persons as of the principles of those 
engaged in it." ^ 

*' Pardon me,'* answered Edith; " I have 
stated with freedom my opinion of the 
principles'of the insurgents; of their per-^ 
SODS I know nothing, — excepting in one 
solitary instance.*' 

^^ And that instance," said the hofse-' 
man, ^' has influenced your opinion of the 
whole body ?" 

« Far from it," said Edith, /• he is— at 
feast I once thought him, one in whose 
scale few were fit to be weighed — he is — 
or he seemed — one of early talent, high 
faith, pure n^orality, and warm affections. 
Can I approve of a rebellion which has 
made such a man, formed to ornament, ta 
enlighten, and to defend his country, the 
companion of gloomy and ignorant fana- 
tics, or canting hypocrites, — the leader of 
brutal clowns,~tbe brother-in-arms to ban- 
ditti and highway murderers ?— Should you 
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!TOet such a one in your campi tell him 
that Edith Bellenden has wept more over 
his fallen character, blighted prospects^ 
and dishonoured name, than over the dis* 
tressesof her own house, — ^and that she has 
better endured that famine which has was* 
ted her cheek and dimmed her eye, than 
the pang of heart which attended the re* 
flection by and through whom these calami- 
ties were inflicted." 

As she thus spoke, she turned upon her 
companion a countenance whose faded 
cheek attested the reality of her sufferings, 
even while it glowed with the temporary 
animation which accompanied her lan- 
guage. The horseman was not insensible 
to the appeal; he raised his hand to his 
brow .with the sudden motion of one who 
feels a pang shoot along bis brain, passed it 
hastily over his face, and then pulled the 
shadowing hat still deeper on his forehead. 
Tjie movement and the feelings which it 
excited did not escape Edith, nor dfd she 
remark them without emotiom 


^1 
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" And yet/* she said, " should the per- 
son of whom I speak seem to you too deep- 
ly affected hy the hard opinion of — of— -an 
early friend^ say to, him, thiU sincere xe- 
pentanoe is next to innocence ;';;-Hhat9 
though fallen fr^tt a height not easily re- 
covered, aind the author of much mischief, 
because gilded by his example^ he may 
still atone in some measure- fbr the evil he 
has done/' 

' ** J^ in wh9<t manner ?'- asked the cava- 
lier, in the same suppressed, and almost 
choked voice. 

^' 9y lending his efforts to restore the 
blessings of peace to his distracted eoua^ 
trymc^Pf and to induce the deluded rebels 
tp lay down their arma. By saving their 
bJiod^, he may atone. for that which has 
b^jW alread}' spilt ;—a&d he that shedl be 
mpst active in accomplishing this grtot 
endb !i(?iU best deserve the thanks of this 
age, ajtfd an honoured remembraxrce in the 
next/' 

** And in such, a peaee," ^aid her compsu 


OLD MORTALITY. 997 

nioDi with a firm voices 'MVIiss Bellenden^ 
would not wisbi I thiuk, that the interests 
of the people were sacrificed unreservedly 
to those of the crowp." 

** t am but a girl/' was the young lady's 
reply, *' and I scarce can speak on the sub- 
ject without presumption. But, since I 
have gone so far, I will fairly add, I would 
wish to see a peace which should give rest 
to all parties, and secure the subjects from 
military rapine, which I detest as much as 
I do the means now adopted to resist it." 

'^ Miss fiellenden,^ answered Henry 
Morton, raising his face, and speaking in 
his natural tone, ** the person who has 
lost such a highly-valued place in your 
esteem, has yet too much spirit to plead 
his cause as a criminal, and, conscious that 
he can no longer claim a friend's interest 
in your bosom, he would be silent under 
your harsh censure, were it not that be can 
refer to the honoured testimony of Lord 
£vandale» that his earnest wishes and 
most active exertions are» even noWi direct^* 

VOL. III. T 


998 TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

ed to the accbmplisfament of such a peace 
as the most loyal cannot censure*." 

He bowed with dignity to Miss fiellen- 
den, whO| though her language intimated 
that she well knew to whom she had been 
speaking, probably had not expected that 
he would justify himself with so much ani- 
mation. She returned his salute confused 
and in silence. Morton then rode forward 
to \he head of the party. 

*' Henry Morton f exclaimed Major Bel- 

r 

lenden, surprised at the sudden apparition. 
"The same/' answered Morton ; *' who 
is sorry that he labours under the harsh 
construction of Major Bellenden and his 
family. He commits to my Lord Evan- 
dale,*' he continued, turning towards the 
young nobleman, and bowing to himi /^ the 
charge of undeceiving his friends both re* 
garding the particulars of his conduct and 
the purity of hia motives. Farewell,^ Ma- 
jor Bellenden — All happiness attetid you 
and yours— May we meet again in happier 
and better times." 
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^' Believe me,'' said Lord Evandale, 
'^ your comfideace, Mr Morton, is pot mis- 
placed ; I will endeavour to. repay the 
great services I have received from you by 
doing my best to place your character on 
it9 proper footing with Major Bellenden, 
and all whose esteem you value.'' 

" I expected no less from your geiiero- 
l^ty, my lord/' said Morton. 

He then called his followers^ and rode off 
along the heath in the direction of HamiU 
ton, their featbens waving and their steel 
caps glancing in tbe sun. Cuddie Head- 
rigg alone remained an instant behind his 
companions to take an affectfonate fare- 
well of Jenny Dennison, who had contri* 
vedy during this short morning's ride, to re- 
establish her influence over his susceptible 
bosom* A straggling tree or two obscu- 
^ red, rather than concealed, their tete-a-tete, 
as they halted thfeir horses to bid adieu. 

*' Fare ye weel, Jenny," said Cuddie, 
with a loud exertion of his lungs, intended 
perhajps to be a sigh, but rather resembling 
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the intonation of a groani — " Yell think 
D* puir Cuddle sometimes— -an honest lad 
that lo'es yc, Jenny; ye'U think o' him 
now and then ?" 

" Whiles — at brose-time," answered the 
malicious damsel, unable either to suppress 
the repartee or the arch smile which at« 
tended it« 

Cuddie took his revenge as rustic lovers 
are wont, and as Jenny probably expect- 
ed, — caught his mistress round the neck^ 
kissed her cheeks and lips heartily, and 
then turned his horse and trotted after his 
master. 

' " Devil's in the fallow,** saiid Jenny, wi- 
ping her lips and adjusting her head-dress, 
** he has twice the spunk o' Tam Halliday, 
after a\ — Coming, my leddy, coming- 
Lord have a care 6*^ us, I trust the aul'd 
leddy didi.^ see us T 

" Jenny,'* said Lady Margaret, as the 
damsel came up, *^ was not that young man 
who commanded the party the same that 
was captain of the popinjay, and who was 
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afterwards prisoner at Tillietudlem on the 
morning Clayerbouse came there V' 

Jenny, happy that the query had no re- 
ference to her own little matters, looked 
at her young ^m is tre^s, to discover, if pos- 
sible, whether it Was her cue to speak 
truth or not. Not being able to catch any 
,hint to guide her, she followed her instinct 
as a lady's-maid, and lied. 

*' I dinna believe it was him, miy leddy," 
said Jenny, as confidently as if she had 
been saying her catechism ; '^ he was a 
little black man, that." 

^' You must have been blind, Jenny,*' 
said the Major ; ** Henry Morton is tall 
and fair, and that youth is the very man." 

*^ I had ither thing ado than be looking 
at him," said Jenny, tossing her head ; " he 
may be as fair as a farthing candle, for 


me» 


" Is it not/' said Lady Margaret, *^ a 
blessed escape which we have made, out of 
the hands of so desperate and blood-thirsty 
a fanatic?'* 

pa 
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• ** You are deceived, madam,'* said Lord 
£vandale ; " Mr Morton merits such a title 
from no one, but least from us. That I am 
now^ alive, and that you are now on your 
safe retreat to your friends, instead of being 
prisoners to a real fanatical homicide, is 
solely and entirely owing to the prompt^ 
active, and energetic humanitj of this 
young gentleman.'*^ 

He then went into a particular narrative 
of the erents with which the reader is ac» 
quaintedj dwelling upon the merits of Mor- 
ton, and expatiating on the risk at which 
he had rendered them these important ser- 
vices, as if he had been a brother instead 
of a rival. 

" I were worse than ungrateful,** he said, 
•< were I silent on the merits of the man 
who has twice saved my life.** 

** I would willingly think well of Henry 
Morton^^ my Lord/' replied -Major Bellen* 
den ; '' and I own he has behaved hand- 
somely to your Lordship and to us j but I 
cannot have the same allowances which it 
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pleases your Lordship to entertain for hia 
present courses."' 

**You are to consider," replied Lord 
£vandale, ^* that he has been partly forced 
upon them by necessity ; and I must add; 
that his principles, though differing in 
some degree from my own, are such a» 
ought tacommand respect. Claverhousc^ 
whose knowledge of men is not to be dis- 
puted, spoke justly of him as to his extras 
ordinary qualities, but with prejudice, and 
harshly, concerning his principles and mo^ 
tives." 

^VYou have not been long in learning all 
his good qualities, my Lord," answered Ma- 
jor Bellenden. *' I, who have known him 
from boyhood, could, before this affair, 
have said much of his good principles and 
good'^nature r hut as to his high talents" — 

** They were probably hidden. Major, 
even from himself, until circumstandes 
called them forth ; and, if I have detected 
them, it was only because our intercourse 
and conversation turned on momentous 
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and . ifn porU^t subject^. Ife , is now la- 
bouring to bring this rebellion to an end, 
and the terms be h^ ,proj>psed ace sp mo* 
derate) that they 'SihaU not ,w)^Dt my jhepty 
Mcomni endation /' 

** And have you hope^;** said Mdy Mar- 
garet, ^^ to aQcompliah^a ^chsme ao -CQinr 

"I should be, madam, wi^re every whig 

43 fpoderate as Morton^ ai^ e\^ry loyAUsjt 
fi3 disinterested as Mftjor Bellend^- B^jt 
auchjs the fanaticism of both parties, tha}; 
I fear nothing will end this qivil war sav^ 
the edge of the s«fQrd." 

. It may be readily Siupposed, that Edith 
listened with the deepest interest to thia 
coi^versation. While she r^grett^d that 

she had expressed herself hari^hly and.^a&- 
tily to her lover, she felt a Gon9c\<:\u5 and 
proMd satisfaction that his character was, 
even in the JMdgmqiDt.of bis geiterqus ^iy^d, 
fiuth as her owfi^afl^c^ion had pnice.spok^ 
it. 

^^ Ci?il feuds and dotne^tic prejudicjes/' 
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she saidi *^ may render it necessary for me 
to tear his remembrance from my hearty 
but it is no small relief to know assuredly, 
that it is worthy of the place it has so 
long retained* ■' 

While Edith was thus retracting her un- 
just resentment, her lover arrived at the 
camp of the insurgents, near Han^ilton^ 
which he found in considerable confusion. 
Certain advices had arrived that the royal 
army, having received the recruits which 
they expected from England, were about 
to take the field. Fame magnified their 
numbers and their high state of equipment 
and discipline, and spread abroad other cir- 
cumstances which dismayed the. courage 
of the insurgents. What favour they might 
have expected from Monmo\ith, was like- 
ly -to be intercepted by the influence of 
those associated with him in commands 
His Lieutenant-general was the celebrated 
General Thomas Dalzell, who, having 
practised the art of war in the then bar- 
barous country of Russia, was as much 
feared for his cruelty and indifference to 
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btinian life aad bumaa auffeTings/ as re* 
flpected for bis steady loyalty and undaupU 
ed valour* This man waa secoad in com- 
mand to Monmouth, and the horse were 
commanded by Claverhouse, burping with 
desire to revenge the death of his -nephew, 
and his defeat at Dru0K;log. To these ac- 
counts were added the moat forn)idable and 
terrific descriptionupf the train of artillery 
and the cavalry force with wliieh the rpy9l 
army took the field; and evef y , rvimouiF 
temled to inqrea«e the apprehension among 
the insurgents^ that the king's vengeance 
liad only been ddiayed in order tbgit it migb/t 
fall more certain and more heavy* 

Morton endeavoured tafortify the minds 
of the common pedple by pointing out the 
prbbable exaggeration of these reports, and 
by reminding^tbem of the strength of their 
own situation, with an unf(»'dable river in 
front, only passable by ^ long and nararow 
bridge. He called to their remembtaiHse 
their victory over Claverhouse when their 
numbers were few, and tten much worse 
disciplined and appointed for battle than 


now> shewed tbem that the ground affond-^ 
ed, by i^ undulation and the thiokett 
which interseoled it^ considerable protec- 
tion against artillery, and even against ca^ 
valry, if stoutly defended ; and that their 
safety/ in fact, depended on their own spi* 
rit and resolution. 

But while Morton thus endeavoured to 
keep up the courage of>the army at large^ 
he availed himself of these discouraging 
rumours to endeavour to impress on the 
minds of the leaders the necessity of pro^ 
posing to the government moderate terms 
of accommodation, while they were still 
formidable as commanding an unbroken 
and numerous army. He pointed out to 
them, that, in the present humour of their 
followers, it could hardly be expected that 
they would engage, with advantage, the 
well'-appointed and regular force of the 
Duke of Monmouth; and that^ if they 
chanced to be defeated and dispersed^ the 
insurrection in which they had engaged; so 
fat from being iiseful to the country, would 
be Tendered the apology for oppresumg it 
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^^ • 

more severely. Pressed by these argu* 
mentSy and feeling, it equally dangerous to 
remain together, or to, dismiss their forces, 
most q( the leaders readily agreed, that if 
such terms could be obtained as bad beei^ 
transmitted to the Duke of Monmouth by 
the hands of Lord £vandale,tfae purpose for. 
which they had taken up arms would be, in 
a great measure, accomplished. They then 
entered. into similar resolutions, and agreed 
to guarantee the petition and remonstrance 
which bad been draWn up by Morton. On 
the contrary there were still several lead- 
ers, and those men whose influence with 
the people exceeded that of persons of 
more apparent consequence, who treated 
every proposal of treaty which did not pro- 
ceed, on the basis of the Solemn League 
and Covenant of I64O9 as utterly null and 
void, impious, and unchristian* These men 
diffused their feelings among the multi- 
tudC) who had little foresight, and nothing 
to lose, and persuaded many that tlie ti- 
mid counsellors, who recommended peace 
upon terms short of the dethronement of 
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the royal familyi and the declared indepen* 
dence of the church with respect to the 
state, were cowardly labourers, who were 
about to withdraw their hands from the 
plough, and despicable trimmers, who 
sought only a specious pretext for desert- 
ing their brethren in arms. These contra* 
dictory opinions were fiercely argued in 
each tent of the insurgent army, or rather 
in the huts and cabins which served in the 
place of tents. Violence in language oft* 
en led to open quarrels and blows, and 
the divisions into which the army of suffer- 
ers was rent served as too plain a presage 
of their future fate. 
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